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TO ONE 

WHOSE PUBUC SERVICES AND PRIVATE VIRTUES 

REFLECT EQUAL HONOUR 

UPON HIS PROFESSION, HIS COUNTRY, AND HIS FAMU.Y, 

REAR-ADMIRAL GEORGE MUNDY, C. B. 
Wa WitAvLmf 

IS AFFECTIONATELY INSCRIBED 
BY HIS BROTHER, 

THE AUTHOR. 



At the solicitation of several, principally naval, 
Friends, T have put forth this compendious and 
more portable edition of my Life of Rodney, 
thereby famishing the young seamen with a 
model of a hero at once admirable and instructive, 
for his constant study and imitation. 

The notices hitherto published of the life and 
services of Rodney, with the exception of a me- 
moir of him contained in a work of great merit*, 
have been extremely vague and unsatisfactory. 
They have furnished indeed a tolerable outline 
of his naval career, but have been totally defi- 
cient in pourtraying his real character, and the 
rare and admirable talents and powers of mind 
with which nature had invested him. 

It has seldom happened in any age that great 
men have wanted historians to chronicle their 
actions, to describe their particular habits, and 
to delineate the leading qualities of their minds 
and dispositions ; but Rodney lived at a period 
when party rancour obtained beyond all pre- 

• The Naval Biography of Great Britain. By J. Ralfe. 
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cedent, and cankered the whole body pohtic of 
the nation : consequently he had to encounter 
and endure the venomed attacks of envy and 
detraction ; and to their eternal disgrace writers 
were to be found in those days who endeavoured to 
sully his fair and well earned fame, by attributing 
his successes to accident or good fortune, and 
to tarnish his character by charging him with 
sordid motives, even in the execution of his most 
important enterprises, which however were in 
fact dictated by the most disinterested zeal for 
his country's welfare, and by the most exalted 
patriotism. 

In the humble but earnest hope of doing jus- 
tice to the merits of an officer distinguished 
above all others in his own time, and inferior, 
perhaps, to none, in former or succeeding ones, 
I submit the following pages to the public, 
resting my title to their indulgence upon the 
further plea of zeal and anxiety to give additional 
lustre to the escutcheon of a very ancient family, 
and to a name ennobled by the most splendid 
achievements. 



A BRIEF ACCOUNT 

or THE 

RODNEY FAMILY. 



The family of Rodney, or Rodeney, is of great 
antiquity, distinctly tracing its lineage up to Wal- 
ter Rodeney, who came over with and assisted the 
Empress Matilda in her wars against King Stephen, 
and was rewarded for his services by that Princess 
with various grants of lands and estates, principally 
in the county of Somerset. 

From this period until the reign of Charles II., 
the Rodeneys, an almost uninterrupted succession 
of Knights, enjoyed in direct inheritance these, and 
other manors acquired by matrimonial alliances, 
when the male line terminated in Sir Edward 
Rodeney, whose son George dying in his twenty- 
second year, his estates descended on his demise 
to his daughters, and finally came into the posses- 
sion of Sir Thomas Brydges of Kainsham, in the 
county of Somerset, by his marriage with Anne, 
Sir Edward's fourth daughter. 

Sir Edward was a gentleman of much piety and 
virtue, and of high attainments, and suffered impri- 
sonment during the civil wars, on account of his 
adherence to the cause jof King Charles the First ; 
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and it is a singular fact, that in the year 1781 a 
curious book of genealogy, written by him, was 
discovered amongst the papers of the late Duke of 
Northumberland, and presented by that nobleman 
to Admiral Lord Rodney. 

Want of space in this little volume precludes 
the admission of more than a very few extracts 
from the manuscript, which are as follows : — 

" Sir Henry Rodney, son of Walter, was steward 
to Prince Henry, son of Henry the Second. 

"Sir Richard Rodeney, the second in descent from 
Walter, fell at Acre bravely fighting under the 
banners of King Richard the First in Palestine. 

" Sir William Rodney, son of the above brave 
Knight, was sent by King John as Ambassador to 
the Pope, and dying on his way to Rome, was in- 
terred at Viterbome. 

" Sir Richard, the fourth in descent, together with 
a son of the same name, were slain at Hereford in 
the year 1234, in a fierce encounter with Lewellen, 
Prince of Wales. 

" Sir Richard, the eighth heir male, married Maud, 
daughter and heir of Osbert Giffard, of Stoke, in 
Somersetshire, to whom the demesne and manor 
had been granted in the eighteenth of King John, 
by attainder of Almeric le Despencer. When Sir 
Richard came into possession of Stoke, the post-fix 
of Giffard gave way to that of Rodeney, which is 
retained to this very day. 

Sir Richard was knighted in the eleventh of King 
Edward the Second, in the following manner, ac- 
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cording to Selden in his Titles of Honour. His 
words are these : — 

" Sir Richard Rodeney was knighted hy being 
girded with a sword, by Almericas, Earl of Pem- 
broke, and having one spurre put on by the most 
noble Lord Maurice Berkley, and the other by Bar- 
tholomew of Badesmore." 

" Sir John Rodeney, the fourteenth in descent*, 
died in the eighteenth year of King Henry the 
Seventh, and left three sons, of whom I have heard 
my father tell the following story. 

" That the elder brother, and one of the younger, 
shooting at the butts which stood in the outer courte, 
and under the old gatehouse, they differed about a 
shoote, and agreed that their brother that stood by 
should measure and judge it He adjudged it to 
the younger brother, whereupon the eldest threat- 
ened them both that he would make them repent 
it when he came to his laud. 

" The father stood in a chamber in the gatehouse 
beholding them, but unseen, and heard the threaten- 
ing words, who thereupon called out to him, ' How 
now, sirrah, .are you threatening your younger bro- 
thers? I will make them live without thee,' and 

* There was a traditioD among the old men of Stoke, when 
I first came thither, that the painted monument was erected 
for Good Sir John Rodney, as they called him, and that that ad- 
dition Good was given him because upon a Joisting with a Ger- 
man upon London bridge, and that thereupon the King that 
then was, willing him to ask of him some reward for his valour, 
he asked only an abatement of the KingVsilver from the tenants 
of Stoke from twenty shillings to a noble ; which was granted. 
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thereupon settled the two manors of Over Badg- 
worth and Congresbury upon them*. 

" Sir John Rodney [the seventeenth in descent], 
married Jane Seymour, a daughter of Sir Henry 
Seymour, Kt, brother of Edward duke of Somerset, 
and Queen Jane Seymour, from whom King Edward 
the Sixth, to whom my father was cousin german. 
He was knighted in the first year of King James, 
and died in the year 1612. He was of a just sta- 
ture, six feet high, or thereabouts, of a sound con- 
stitution of body, having been seldom sick. He 
was very temperate in his diet, just in all his deal- 
ings, chaste in wedlock, a good master to his servants, 
very hospitable in his port and manner of living, 
and generally an honest man and a good Christian." 

His eldest son. Sir Edward Rodeney, was bom on 
the 20th June, 1590, was sent to a grammar school 
at Ironbridge, and afterwards to Magdalen College, 
Oxford, was then placed a student at the Middle 
Temple, London, where he saluted only the law at 
a distance, and misspent his time. 

" In 1611 he went beyond seas with Sir William 
Seymour, second son of William Lord Beauchamp, 
who fled with the Lady Arabella Stuart, whom he had 
married privately ; whereat King James took great 
offence, and committed them both to several prisons, 

* Sir John Rodney had a daughter named Margaret, who 
was second wife to Thomas Bardett, of Arrow, beheaded in the 
twelfth year of Edward the Fourth, for words spoken concerning 
a white buck which the king had killed in his park ; and h>om 
her are descended of that family, who is now living, anno 16S2, 
Thomas Burdett, of Bremcot, Warwickshire. 
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from whence they escaped ; but the Lady ArabeUa 
was taken again, and committed to the Tower, 
where she died of sicknesse. Sir Edward Rodeney 
returned again in candlemas, the same yeare, but 
Sir William Seymour not until four yeares after, 
and not till the Lady Arabella was dead. 

" Sir Edward Rodeney married in May, 1614, 
Mrs. Frances Southwell, in the presence chamber at 
Somerset House, in the Strand, then the Queene's 
house, and called Denmark House. She was a 
lady of Queen Anne's privie chamber, and the 
Queen kept the marrii^e feast all that day at extra- 
ordinary charges. She invited the King from White- 
hall, who knighted me,'* says Sir Edward, " that day, 
as he passed through the privie chamber, with the 
Prince's sword. I was conveyed," continues Sir 
Edward, " from my chamber in Westminster to 
the Courte, with about forty knights and gentle- 
men, my friends and countrymen, all mounted 
upon greate horses richly furnished with foote 
clothes, and rich saddles. Bishop Montagu, being 
Dean of the chapel, married us. I lodged in the 
Queens house that night. The presents in plate 
given to my wife that day by greate lords and ladies, 
and others her friends and kindred, did amount in 
value near 2000 pounds, but my chaise in apparel, 
wedding gloves, scarfes, and rewards to those that 
brought the presents, did fully equal it. 

" The Queene gave her all her wedding clothes, 
worth at least 500 pounds, and the King and Queene 
gave her jewels to the value of 1000 pounds. 
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'' My wife's father was Sir Robert Southwell, of 
Woodrising, in Norfolk, a gentleman of ancient 
family, and of greate estate. Her mother was the 
Lady Elisabeth Howard, daughter to Charles How- 
ard, Earl of Nottingham, and Lord High Admiral 
of England. 

" Of their daughter I will leave this testimony, 
that her birth, education, and other qualifications 
of her mind and person, made her a fit wife for a 
man of far greater fortune than myself; of whom I 
may speake in the words of Solomon, — * Many 
daughters have done virtuously, but thou exceed- 
est them all.' " 

Sir Edward describes and mourns over his lost 
son in terms of most touching tenderness, but with 
a resignation to the Divine wiU truly exemplary 
and christianlike. 

** That God hath put an end to the fortunes of 
my family by the death of my dear George, is 
neither matter of wonder, nor, in true estimation, a 
punishment ; for who is punished ? My dear George 
has gained an exceeding weight of glory by it. His 
sins, whatsoever they were, by reason of his tender 
years, being only sins of infirmity, which God is 
delighted to pardon, if men will but ask mercy, 
(as he did) in his death-bed. His good qualities 
were not a few. A clean mouth, never speaking 
ill of any ; if he could not speak well, he would 
say nothing. He kept a perfect mastery over his 
passions ; to his parents he was obedient and aflfec- 
tionate, being indeed the staff of my age, doing all 
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my businesses for me, as in keeping courts, receiv- 
ing and accounting for monies, and when by reason 
of my adhering to the King in those unnatural wars, 
I had been several times imprisoned, the last of those 
times he being grown up to man's estate, he went 
up to London, solicited my enlargement, and having 
obtained it, came post with it, and brought it to me 
the next day at Taunton, riding night and day with 
it, a journey of one hundred and twenty miles. He 
gave a good testimony of a religious mind, as in 
vowing to set apart a day in the week in thanks- 
giving for particular mercies from God to him. He 
was of a just stature, about six foot high, well pro- 
portioned through his whole body, active, and full 
of spirit. His education was much interrupted by 
reason of the wars, for I was forced to take him 
from Westminster for fear he should be enticed to 
take up arms against the King, being myself en- 
g^ed in his quarrel. 

" This is all I will say concerning him, a just 
commendation being due to him, and all the wealth 
I can leave him now." 

In the ancient chapel of the family in the church 
of Rodney Stoke, there is still to be seen the fine 
and well executed monument, in marble, erected 
by Sir Edward to the memory of his lamented son, 
another very considerable one of Sir Edward and 
his lady, with some others. 

Several other monuments of the Rodneys are 
also still extant in the family chapels at Blackwell 
and Westbury, in the same county. 
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*' I bless Grod/' says Sir Edward, in commenting 
upon the long descent of the Rodneys, " for his 
mercies to my family, and comfort myself not a 
little with this hope, that the foundation of it was 
laid in the favour of the Almighty, because he hath 
vouchsafed to continue it this long a member of his 
holy church ; whereas he hath not dealt so with 
many other families, but suffered them, like mete- 
ors, to waste in a short time after their appearance. 
I speak not this to justify ourselves above other 
men, for I know that all of us, more or less, have 
been overcome with human frailties, and that the 
conclusions of our worldly fortunes in the present 
age have been the just punishment of our sins that 
live in it, or of our forefathers, or of both ; but in 
this I rejoice, that neither in the memory of man, 
nor in records beyond that even to our first root, 
doth there remain any stain or impression of those 
foul deeds which stick fast to some other houses, 
as of murder, treason, rebellion> and the like. 
Their faults whatsoever are not written in great 
letters, or become the subject of common fame, or 
the courts of justice ; but as they lived without 
scandal, so they died without shame, going out of 
the world by the ordinary gate of sickness, and 
never by the hand of violence, some few excepted 
of ancient times, who died in the wars, and the late 
unfortunate gentleman. Sir George Rodney*, who 

* Of this unfortunate young man the followi&g account is 
given in Wilson's Life of James the First, '* Frances, diiughter 
of Thomas Viscount Bendon, who was the greatest both for birth 
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fell by his own sword; and although civil dissen- 
tions in the Barons' wars did engage men in one 
side or other, yet they, for any I can find, lived in 
a calm amidst those tempests, and were not entan- 
gled in the quarrels of the times. The reason of it 
may be, that having a firm estate of their own, and 
able to subsist of themselves, they kept indepen. 
dent, living within their own orb, and mastering 
those afifections of envy and ambition which com- 
monly do but raise men for a greater fall. 

" They had been always, from the time we first 
discovered them, of the middle rank of subjects, 
which is the most safe place. * Gives medii salvi 
sunt maxime,' few or none of better estates, under 
the degree of Lords, until the great flood of Church 

and beauty in her time, married one Pninnel, a vintner's son, 
and he dying soon after, she became a widow, upon whom Sir 
George Rodney, a gentleman in the West, (suitable to her for 
person and fortune,) fixing his love, had good hopes from her to 
reap the fruits of it, but Edward, Earl of Hertford, being entan- 
gled with her fair eyes, and she having a tang of her grand- 
father's ambition, left Rodney, and married the Earl. 

Rodney having drank in too much affection, and not being 
able with his reason to digest it, summoned up his scattered 
spirits to a most desperate attempt, and coming to Amesbury, 
where the Earl and his Lady were then resident, to act it, he re- 
tired to an inn in the town, shut himself up in a chamber, and 
wrote a large paper of well composed verses to the Countess in 
his own blood, wherein he both bewails and laments his own 
unhappiness, and when he had sent them to her, as a sad catas- 
trophe to all his miseries, he ran himself ilpon his sword, and so 
ended the life which he thought death to enjoy, leaving the 
Countess to a strict remembrance of her inconstancy, and him-* 
self a desperate and sad spectacle of frailty/' 
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lands, (whereof they possessed not one foot,) im- 
proved many mens fortunes to a great height ; nay, 
which is strange, from Sir Richard Rodney, who was 
bom under Henry the Third, to Sir George Rod- 
ney, in forty-second of Elisabeth, the space of above 
four hundred years, they stood like Mare Mortuum, 
neither ebbing nor flowing in their fortunes : they 
were so provident not to lessen, but neither by 
marriages, which is the ordinary step of augmenta- 
tion, nor by any other means did they make any 
addition, insomuch that at this day I give the coat 
single which my first ancestors gave, without quar- 
tering any other." 




Rodney Stoke Church. 



LIFE 



GEORGE BRYDGES, LORD RODNEY. 



Upon the demise of Sir Edward Rodeney, the 
estates of Stoke-Rodeney, &c. <&c. &c. in the county 
of Somerset, which had continued in possession 
of his family for so many centuries, were lost to 
the Rodeneys for ever, in consequence of the mar- 
ria,ge of his daughters into other families. 

Stoke-Rodney is at present in the possession of 
his Grace the Duke of Buckingham, in right of his 
wife, the heiress of the Lord Duke of Chandos, 
who inherited the same from Sir Thomas Brydges, 
of Keynsham, who married Anna, fourth daughter 
of Sir Edward Rodeney. 

Sir Edward Rodeney had three brothers — Henry^ 
George, and William : one of them (George) hqd a 
son, Antony Rodney, Esq.,* who served in the 
Spanish campaigns, under the Earl of Peterbo- 
rough, and whose commission as Lieut.-Colonel, 
in Leigh's regiment of cavalry, bore date February 
16th, 1694. 

His son, Henry Rodney, Esq., was a cornet of 

* TMn gentleman it the first of his family who assumed the 
name of Rodney, 

B 
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horse in the same wars, having obtained his com- 
mission at the early age of fourteen ; but quitting 
the army after a short period of service, he settled 
at Walton-upon-Thames, and married Mary, eldest 
daughter and co-heiress of Sir Henry Newton, 
envoy extraordinary to the Grand Duke of Tuscany, 
and afterwards Judge of the Admiralty, &c. &c. 
by whom he had five children, — three sons and 
two daughters. The eldest son died at the age of 
twenty-two ; the second, George Brydges, after- 
.wards became Lord Rodney ; James, the youngest, 
was twice married, but died without issue, as did 
also the two daughters. 

Through the interest of his kinsman, the Duke 
of Chandos, who usually attended his Majesty, 
George the First, on his journeys to and from the 
continent, Mr. Rodney obtained the command of 
the royal yacht ; and having on one of these occa- 
sions been asked what mark of kindness he would 
wish his Majesty to confer upon him, he replied, 
" that his Majesty would stand sponsor for his son,'* 
which request having been graciously acceded to, 
his son was named George Brydges, after his royal 
and noble godfathers. 

George Brydges Rodney was bom on the 19th 
of February, 1718, and at a very early age was 
sent to Harrow School. It is not probable that at 
this distance of time there should exist any records 
to prove that he displayed any of those early in- 
dications of genius, or those blossomings of courage 
and selfpossession, which in these later times 
marked the infancy and characterized the maturer 
years of Lord Nelson, Napoleon, and other eminent 
men. 
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By some persons incidents of this nature may 
be deemed trifling and unimportant. To such, 
however, as take pleasure in searching into the 
human mind, investigating its principles, and 
watching the progress and workings of the youth- 
ful intellect, with reference to its developement at 
a riper age, the mention of them must ever afford 
interest and amusement; it is to be regretted, 
therefore, that no testimonies are to be found of 
those traits of character in young Rodney's boyish 
days; those more especially of penetration and 
decision which manifested themselves so strongly 
in after life. 

He quitted Harrow at twelve years of age; and 
his royal sponsor, the king, having given him a 
letter of service, (the last ever granted,) he went 
to sea, and served with Admiral Medley six years, 
on the Newfoundland station. On the 15th of 
February, 1739, he was made lieutenant in the 
Dolphin, by Admiral Haddock, in the Mediter- 
ranean, and served successively in the Essex, 
Royal Sovereign, and Namur. In 1742, Admiral 
Mathews appointed him to the Plymouth man-of- 
war, of sixty-four guns, in which he brought home 
three hundred sail of the Lisbon trade through 
the midst of the French fleet, then cruising in the 
chops of the Channel to intercept them, for which 
he received the warmest thanks and acknowledg. 
ments of the merchants. Captain Rodney was 
confirmed in his rank by the Lords of the Admi- 
ralty, and appointed to the command of the Sheer- 
ness, in which he continued eighteen months, 
when he was removed to the Ludlow Castle, of 
forty guns^ in which ship he fought and took the 
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great St. Maloes privateer, of forty gfuns, and one 
hundred men more than the Ludlow Castle. From 
this period until December, 1746, be was employed 
under various orders, convoying troops to the siege 
of Ostend, convoy to the King from Harwieh, &c. 
&c. Being appointed to the Centurion, he cruised 
in the North Seas two years, and commanded on 
that station while the Pretender was at Edinburgh, 
until the arrival of Admiral Byng ; and for the 
many important services he performed there, he 
was rewarded with the command of the Eagle, of 
sixty-four guns. 

In the month of April, 1747, the British min- 
istry dispatched a small squadron, consisting of 
the Kent and Hampton Court, of seventy guns. 
Eagle and Lion, of sixty, Chester, fifty, and Hector, 
forty-four, to endeavour to intercept the French 
homeward-bound St. Domingo fleet, whom they 
fell in with on the 20th of June, off Cape Ortegal. 
The French were to windward. The British ships 
chased them the whole day, and at night the 
French men-of-war bore off them about dve miles. 
The British ships, being foul and sickly by so 
long a cruise, could not gain upon them from 
eleven o'clock, a. m. till five p. m., with all sails 
set, though the French were under their top-sails 
and fore-sails. At five, the French men-of-war set 
their main-sail and top-gallant sails, and went 
away without making any signal, either by gun 
or light, and, escaping in the night, abandoned 
their convoy. The next day, there being very 
little wind, the British ships pursued the French 
merchantmen, which had separated, and took se- 
veral, but the day following, the wind blew fresh. 
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with very thick weather. The Advice, Captain 
Haddock, beings a clean ship, fuid cruising in the 
soundings, took eight of them, and Captain Had* 
dock, having on the 25th met with the Anglesea 
and Bridgewater, gave their cajjtains orders to go 
in immediate pursuit of them. By the 2d of July, 
the Gloucester, the Falcon, and the Eagle, had 
taken and brought into port twelve more ships, so 
that forty-eight in the whole had been sent in. 

The Eagle, soon after this event, joined the 
squadron under the command of Admiral Hawke ; 
and in the gallant and well fought action with the 
French fleet, under the command of M. de PEten- 
diere, off Finisterre, on the 14th of October, in the 
same year, bore a conspicuous and distinguished 
part. During the heat of the engagement, Admiral 
Hawke, observing the Eagle and Edinburgh much 
crippled, having each lost their fore-top masts, and 
hard pressed by superior numbers, most nobly 
bore down to their assistance, and having given 
them the support they needed, immediately attacked 
and took the French ship the Trident, of sixty-four 
guns, and after that engaged and took the Terrible, 
seventy-four guns. 

Captain Rodney, having compelled the French 
ship with which he had been chiefly engaged to 
surrender, instantly boarded her, and made his 
way to the French captain, who, having given up 
his sword, remarked, with the characteristic badi- 
nage of a Frenchman, even under the severest 
misfortunes, '* that he should rather have met the 
Eagle in the shape of a dove, with the olive-branch 
of peace." To which Rodney instantly replied, in 
the words ef his. motto, "Eagles do not beget 
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doves* :" and in 1780, when he was advanced to 
the digrnity of a Knight of the Bath, the ahove cir- 
cumstances were made the insignia of his arms ; 
viz. or, three eagles displayed purpure, answering 
to the three victories he had then gained over the 
French and Spaniardsf . 

At the very end of this war, a small squadron, 
of which the Eagle was one, fell in with a Spanish 
fleet, from the West Indies, of twelve sail of the 
line, with a rich convoy, and, notwithstanding 
their own inferiority, they took from them six sail 
of merchantmen. 

Upon Captain Rodney's return to England, the 
Eagle was paid off, and on his arrival in London, 
Lord Anson presented him to the King, when his 
Majesty said to Lord Anson, that he did not before 
imagine that he had so young a man a captain in 
his navy, to which Lord Anson replied, " Sire, 
young Rodney has been six years a captain in your 
Majesty's navy, and, without reflection, I wish, 
most heartily wish, your Majesty had one hundred 
more such captains, to the terror of your Majesty's 

* " Non generaot Aquilae columbas," has been the motto of 
the Rodneys from time immemorial, altered from, but retaining 
the sense of the Horacian Ode : 

Fortes creantur fortibus et bonis, 
Est in Juveneis, et in equis patrum 
Virtus, neque imbellem feroces 
Progenerant Aquilae columbam. 

t The ships captured in this action were — 

Le Terrible .... 74 guns. 
Le Monarque ... 74 

Le Neptune * ... 70 
Le Trident .... 64 
Le Fougueux ... 64 
Le Severn . . • . 50* 
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enemies/' To this the King replied, " We wish so 
too, my lord." 

All the belligerent powers were by this time 
heartily tired of a seven years' war, which had con- 
sumed an immensity of treasure, had been produc- 
tive of so much mischief, and in the events of 
which, all in their turns had found themselves 
disappointed ; " and what," says Smollett, " were 
the fruits which Great Britain reaped from this long 
and desperate struggle? — a dreadful expense of 
blood and treasure, disgrace upon disgrace; an 
additional load of grievous impositions, and the 
national debt accumulated to the enormous sum of 
eighty millions sterling." 

A congress was held at Aix-la-Chapelle, 1748, 
and a peace was concluded on terms not a little 
disgraceful to the British nation. The English 
agreed, after the ratification of the treaty, to send 
two persons of rank and distinction to France, as 
hostages, until restitution should be made of Cape 
Breton, and all other conquests which Great Britain 
had made during the war. This was an humiliat- 
ing clause ; but to add to the general error of the 
negotiation, no prevention was put to the searching 
the English vessels in the American seas, upon 
which the war had originally begun, nor did the 
English receive any equivalents for those forts 
which they restored to the enemy. This treaty, 
which some asserted would serve as a bond of per- 
manent amity, was but a temporary truce, a cessa^ 
tion from hostilities, which neither England nor 
France were sedulous to continue ; for though the 
war was actually hushed up in Europe, yet in the 
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East and West Indies it still went forward under 
cover of their respective alliances in those regions. 

England, indeed, appears to have been fated to 
be outwitted in all her negotiations^ and diplomatic 
icQbecility has generally^ with the exception of the 
peace of Fontainebleau, in 1783, and a very few 
others, lost to her whatever advantages her valour 
had gained by the sword. 

In March, 1748, Captain Rodney was appointed 
to the Rainbow ; and, within two monlhs after, he 
was sent out Governor and Commander-in-Chief 
on the Newfoundland station, which was his first 
appearance in the rank of Commodore. He had 
particular instructions from the Admiralty to dis- 
cover, if possible, an island in the Western Ocean, 
said to lie in lat. 49 N., about three hundred leagues 
from Britain. After cruising fourteen days to no 
purpose, he sailed for St. John's, the seat of his 
government, ia which station he continued until 
October, 1752, when he returned home to take his 
seat in Parliament, having been elected member for 
Saltash. 

In February, 1753, he was married to Miss Jane 
Compton, sister to Spencer, the eighth Earl of 
Northampton, who died on the 28th of January, 
1757, leaving issue, 1st George, second Lord Rod- 
ney, Lieutenant-colonel in the Guards, who died 
1802. 2d. James, Captain in the Royal Navy, who 
perished at sea, 1776. 3d. Jane, who died youngi 
After this marriage, he was appointed to the Foo- 
gueux, sixty-four guns, and on the 8th of February 
following to the Prince George, of ninety guna. 
In this ship he continued till May, 1757, when he 
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sailed in the DuUin man-of-war, of serenty-fonr 
guns, with Admiral Hawke's expedition to hom- 
bard Rochefort Great secrecy was observed on 
this occasion, and when the armament had reached 
a certain latitude, the sealed orders were opened, 
and a council of war held, when Commodore Rod- 
ney ^ve it as his opinion, that it was impracticable 
to carry ships of war up to Rochefort, for the par- 
pose of a bombardment. This opinion prevailed ; 
but the council having again met the next day, and 
being ashamed to return home without doing some- 
thing, they resolved upon an attempt on Aix, a 
small island leading up to Rochefort, which they 
took and abandoned. 

Although a declaration of war between England 
and France had not been formally pronounced 
until this period, yet the smoking embers of the 
late war had been continually emitting sparks, and 
these two powers had been for some time actually 
at war, but without the ceremony of proclaiming 
it Unfortunately the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle had 
not povided for the settlement of the limits of 
Nova Scotia, — a glaring oversight of the British 
Plenipotentiaries on that occasion; and notwith- 
standing that Commissioners of each nation were 
appointed in 1750, and deliberated on the subject 
of these limits during three years in Paris, yet 
nothing was decided, and the French continued to 
extend their dominions in North America, by erect- 
ing a chain of forts along the lakes of Erie and 
Ontario, so as to connect their settlements on the 
Mississippi with Canada ; yet, notwithstanding all 
these encroachments, and many flagrant acts of 
hostility committed by them in America, the French 
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ministry continued to amase the cabinet of London 
with repeated assurances of friendship ; but early 
in the year 1755, certain intelligence was received 
that a considerable fleet of men-of-war was prepar- 
ing to sail from different ports in France to Ame- 
rica, with a formidable number of land forces on 
board. Admiral Boscawen was immediately de- 
spatched with eleven sail of the line to Newfound- 
land. The French fleet got safe to Quebec, except 
two of them, the Alcide, sixty- four, and Lys, twenty- 
four guns, which were taken by the Dunkirk and 
Defiance, in a fog off the island. From the cap- 
ture of these ships, the commencement of the war 
may properly be dated. 

On the restoration of Mr. Pitt, in June, 1757, to 
the administration of the country, one of his first 
projects was the reduction of Louisburg. A naval 
armament was prepared with all possible expedition, 
and the command given to Admiral Boscawen: 
Captain Rodney accompanied it in the Dublin. 
The fleet sailed in February, 1758; and the most 
complete success was the result of the combined 
operations of the sea and land forces. 

On the 19th of May, 1759, Captain Rodney was 
promoted to the rank of Rear-Admiral ; and was 
immediately appointed to the command of a small 
squadron, destined to bombard Havre de Grace, in 
consequence of intelligence having been received 
that the enemy were meditating an invasion of 
some of the British territories, and that a number 
of flat-bottomed boats were preparing at that port 
for the purpose of disembai'king troops. 

He accordingly sailed in the beginning of July, 
and anchoring in the road of Havre, made a dis- 
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position to execute the instructions he had re- 
ceived. 

At this period it was that this brave officer com- 
menced his more important enterprises; the cir- 
cumstances of his advancement to a more elevated 
rank and command .having greatly enlarged his 
sphere of action ; the Admiral's correspondence 
will therefore take date from this era, such letters 
only having been selected as are calculated to dis- 
play the character of the man, the nature and 
extent of his services, and to exhibit the sentiments 
that were entertained of him by his King, by the 
country at large, and by the good and great of the 
nation, in those perilous and momentous times, 
wherein he devoted to the salvation of Great Britain 
and its dependencies all the powers and energies of 
his mind and genius. 

The town of Havre was fortified by four bastions, 
and stands upon a plain spot of ground, full of 
morasses, and crossed by a great number of creeks 
and ditches, full of water. The citadel is on the 
east side of the town. The harbour is within its 
walls, and can contain more than three hundred 
vessels at once. 

Rodney's force consisted of the Achilles, 60 guns, 
four 40 gun ships, five frigates, and six bomb ketches. 

His first dispatch was dated the 6th of July, on 
board the Vestal, one of the frigates supporting the 
bombs, on which day he commenced the attack on 
the enemy's vessels in the harbour. " I can plainly 
see," said he, " that several of the shells fall among 
the boats and storehouses. The enemy's fire is 
pretty brisk from two or three bomb-batteries, but 
as yet they have done no harm. 
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'* The enemy appear very numerous in troops, 
and have several gun and bomb batteries along the 
shore, from Cape le Havre to the town, and a nam- 
ber of ships appear to be in th« basin. 

** Nioe o'clock, a. ii. 

'' All the bombs but the Carcass are now in their 
stations. The enemy^s fire from their bomb bat- 
teries is very brisk indeed. 

" Wind N. E., blows fresh. Half-past nine, a. m." 

In his dispatch, 9th July, he writes : " Our bomb 
vessels have continued to bombard for fifty-two 
bout's j without intermission, with such success, that 
the town was several times in flames, and their 
ma^zines of stores for the flat-bottomed boats 
burned with very great fury for upwards of six 
hours, notwithstanding the continual efforts of seve- 
ral hundred men to extinguish the fire. Many of 
the boats were upset and damaged by the explosion 
of the shells. During the attack, the enemy's troops 
appeared very numerous, were continually erecting 
new batteries, and throwing up entrenchments. 
Their consternation was so great, that all the inha<- 
bitants forsook the town, and not one single person 
appeared to be working on the flat-bottomed boats, 
the troops alone being employed in extinguishing 
the flames. 

" I suspect the enemy expected a descent, by 
their appearing continually under arms, and their 
marching a considerable body of troops from their 
encampment on the hill into the town, on the after- 
noon of the fifth. Notwithstanding this smart bom- 
bardment, which only ceased from the mortars and 
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bomb beds being rendered unserviceable, I have 
the pleasure to acquaint you that the damage done 
us by the enemy has been very inconsiderable, 
though great numbers of their shot and shells fell 
and burst among the bombs and boats. 

" I shall forthwith proceed with the squadron 
under my command to Spithead, taking care to 
leave a proper number of ships to cruise off the 
port, with orders to stop all materials that may be 
useful towards finishing their flat-bottomed boats, 
which, to all appearance, they stand much in need 
of, as they are far from being completed, great num- 
bers of them being only in their first frames," 
' The next dispatch, 18th July, contained an ac^ 
count of the successful operations of Captain Ogle 
and other officers against several of the enemy's 
boats which were attempting to make their way 
from the Caen river to Brest; also a subsequent 
report from the same officer, stating that be had 
attacked and destroyed the fort that protected the 
road of Havre, had a parley with the enemy, and a 
message from the Marquis de Brassac, a lieutenant- 
general who commanded the French troops that 
were encamped near the place, that he agreed to 
bum the boats upon condition that the town was 
spared, and had sent orders for that purpose, desir- 
ing an English officer to go and see it properly 
executed, which being accordingly complied with, 
they detained the said otficer upwards of two hours, 
and then returned him on board, accompanied by 
Monsieur Beaumont, a captain in the regiment of 
Rohan, with another message, that the general 
would not execute the agreement. " As I judged 
from the beginning," said Rodney, "that the.ene- 
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my only wanted to gain time, and as the Deptford 
was becalmed in the offing, I ordered Captain Ogle 
to detain the French oifficers that were on board 
him, and made the signal to renew the attack, which 
he immediately obeyed, and most effectually de- 
stroyed the boats, the whole squadron being within 
a cable's length of them. 

" The next morning I received a message from 
the Marquis de Brassac, which I enclose to their 
lordships, with a copy of my answer to him. 

" I have left the Tweed, Albany, and Hector cut- 
ters off Port Bassin, and have given Captain Paston 
orders to put on shore, in a few days, tliree of the 
French officers, who only came on board out of 
curiosity, during the truce, but to keep on board 
the General's messenger, M. Beaumont, unless the 
General complies with my demand, which I do not 
expect he will. I should therefore be glad to know 
their lordships' pleasure relative to him.'* 

" TO THE COMMANDER OF THE ENGLISH FLEET. 

" It is contrary to all the rules of war that you 
detain those officers who very imprudently went on 
board your ship the last time. I never promised 
you to burn the ^ye flat-bottomed boats that were 
in this port, but upon the conditions you would 
not accept ; and, lastly, when one of your officers 
came on shore, it was by a very great mistake, for, 
on the contrary, I ordered M. de Beaumont to tell 
you you might do what you pleased, and that I 
would not hear any thing more. I therefore desire 
again you will send back M. de Beaumont, M. de 
St. Pierre, M. de Brigueval Mousquetaire, aide-de- 
camp to the Due d'Harcourt, and M. de Saussy, 
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whom you detain, as I have before told you, against 
the rules of honour, for which reason I shall give 
an account of it to my Royal Master's ministers, 
who will demand justice from your minister, and 
will certainly obtain it. 

" In regard to me. Sir, I will hear nothing further; 
do your duty, and I will do mine. 

*' Brassac." 

" TO THE marquess DE BRASSAC. 
*' SIR, 

" I HAVE received your letter of last night's date, 
demanding the four officers detained on board the 
ships of the King, my master, and at the same 
time complaining how contrary my proceedings 
are to the rules of war. 

*' In my answer. Sir, I shall only relate plain 
facts, and leave the world to judge whether you or 
I have acted most contrary to those rules. Part of 
the squadron I have the honour to command, pur- 
sued and drove on shore, at Port Bassin, five French 
vessels, loaded with military stores. They imme- 
diately attacked and destroyed the battery that 
defended the port; when the senior officer, per- 
ceiving that the destruction of the vessels would be 
attended with that of the town, out of compassion 
to the poor inhabitants, caused the fire from the 
ships to cease, and gave the commanding officer of 
the French troops in the place to understand, that 
if he would immediately burn the boats, the town 
should be spared. The officer desiring a truce 
for a few hours, till he could send to you, it was 
granted. Some time after, two officers from you 
came with a written message that you consented to 
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burn the boats on the conditions offered, and de- 
sired an English officer might go on shore to see it 
executed, which officer you detained nearly two 
hours on frivolous pretences, and sent him back 
with another message, that you would not perform 
the agreement, and that we might do our worst. 
Such chicanery authorizes the step I have taken ; 
and notwithstanding the warm cannonade that sue 
ceeded has effectually destroyed the vessels, yet as 
a just punishment for so notorious a breach of 
faith, I shall persist in detaining the said officers, 
unless, as a public atonement, you cause the remains 
of the said vessels to be burnt this day. 

" You see, Sir, I shall do my duty, as you say 
you shall do yours." 

FROM CAPTAIN PASTON TO REAR-ADMIRAL RODNEY. 
" Tweed, oflf Port Bassin, 18th July, 1760. 
" SIR, 

" This morning at eight o'clock, M. St. Pierre came 
on board according to promise, and delivered to me 
M. de Brassac's justification'^, which I here send 
you enclosed, together with a letter from St. Pierre, 
by which you will find the boats are not burnt, nor 
intended to be so, though he acknowledges them all 
to be rendered entirely useless, every mast of them 
being carried away, and the boats themselves torn 
all to pieces, which I believe to be really the case, 
as I can very well see all the masts gone, and the 
boats, to all appearance, broken-backed. They are 

* M. de Brassac's justification was, that his superior in com- 
mand, the Due d'Harcourt, had refused to confirm the terms that 
officer had agreed to, as proposed by the British Admiral, — a 
pitiful equivoque, and unworthy of a gallant and high spirited 
nation. 
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now liard at work erecting a battery on a rising 
fj^round, to the westward of the town, but for what 
number of cannon, I cannot yet pretend to say for 
a certainty ; but if the weather continues good, I 
shall not fail to inform myself more particularly. 

*' This afternoon, about two o'clock, I sent the 
cutter and my own barge in chase of three coasting 
sloops, which they have run on shore, and we are 
now in chase of another. 

" I have, agreeably to your direction, sent M. St. 
Pierre, and the other two officers, on shore, and 
M. Beaumont, on board the Albany, to be brought 
to yon-'* 

Thus had Rodney the happiness of totally frus- 
trating the designs of the French court, and so 
completely ruined not only the preparations, but 
the port itself, as a naval arsenal, that it was no 
longer in a state to annoy Great Britain during the 
continuance of the war. On the twenty-fourth he 
returned to port to victual ; and so expeditious was 
he, that in two days afterwards he returned to 
Havre, so that by keeping the enemy in a per- 
petual state of anxiety and alarm, he rendered 
them incapable of making the smallest effort to 
restore or repair those shattered remains which the 
preceding conflagration had left undestroyed. 

The Marquis's conduct upon this occasion, so 
devoid of all chivalrous and honourable feeling, 
made a deep impression upon the mind of Rodney, 
who was ever a most decided enemy to double 
dealing and deceit^ and to the chicanery and in- 
trigue of French politics; it being bis opinion, 
that with nations as well as with individuals, 

c 
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" honesty was^ in all the transactions of life, the 
best policy." 

The flat^bottomed boats, which the enemy had 
constructed on entirely new principles, for the 
purpose of conveying coastwise naval and military 
stores, were one hundred feet in length, and ca- 
pable of containing four hundred men each. One 
hundred of them were collected in Caen river. 
The disaster which befel those which attempted 
to come out, taught the French minister of marine 
not to build any further hopes upon such awkward 
machines. The remainder were ordered to be 
unloaded at Caen, and sent to Rouen to be laid 
up as useless. 

The Rear-Admiral continued to keep the sea 
until the close of the year, giving great annoyance 
to the French coast, and scouring with his cutters 
the shore as far as Dieppe. 

In the year following, 1761, Rodney was elected 
member of Parliament for Penrhyn ; and on the 
6th of October hoisted his flag on board the Marl, 
borough*, having been appointed Commander-in- 
Chief at Barbadoes and the Leeward Islands, and 
to conduct the naval operations of the grand ar- 
mament destined to attack Martinique, in conjunc- 
tion with the land forces under the command of 
Major-General Moncton. 

Martinique was the most populous and flourish. 

* A singular occurrence happened on board the Marlborough, 
at Portsmouth, on the occasion of his Royal Highness the Duke 
of York's ^isit to the Admiral. A common sailor got upon the 
top of the vane of the mainmast, and stood upon his head, 
waving his hat with his foot several times round, to the admira- 
tion of his Royal Highness, who made the fellow a handsome 
present for his extraordinary dexterity. 
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ingof all the French settlements across the Atlantic, 
and it still furnished a considerable resource to 
the declining commerce of that nation. There the 
Governor-General of all the West Indian islands 
resided, — there was established the sovereign coun- 
cil, whose jurisdiction extended over the French 
Antilles, and even to the settlements of that crown 
in the islands of St. Domingo and Tortuga. The 
acquisition of Martinique would, in case of a 
peace, furnish Great Britain with a place of the 
utmost importance, either to retain or exchange; 
and if Spain were unchangeably determined on 
a war, it would put her on a respectable footing 
in that part of the world, where the Spaniards 
were most vulnerable. 

Under these circumstances, the Earl of Egre^ 
mont, who had succeeded Mr. Pitt as Chief Secre- 
Jtary of State, resolved, notwithstanding the failure 
of the expedition against this island in 1759, to 
make it the object of another attack. The plan, 
indeed, for prosecuting this important conquest 
had been previously laid down by his great pre- 
decessor in office : the preparations had been made, 
the officers appointed, and every necessary order 
given for carrying the whole design into execution. 
Orders having, therefore, been sent for the squa- 
dron to sail. Admiral Rodney left Plymouth on 
the 21st October, with four ships, three bomb- 
ketches, and a sloop, to join the fleet under Sir 
James Douglas, who with the troops under Lord 
Rollo, had taken the island of Dominica, and 
arrived at Barbadoes on the 22nd of November. 

" We arrived at Martinique," says Rodney in his 
first dispatch, dajted I8tb of January, " the 7th of 
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this month, and on the Sth we all anchored in 
St. Pierre's Bay — ^the ships I had appointed under 
Sir James Douglas having silenced the forts of 
that coast, in performing which we had the mist 
fortune to lose the Raisonnahle, as she was leading 
in for one of the enemy's hatteries, owing to the 
pilot being ignorant of a little reef of rocks which 
took her up. We have saved all her people, all 
her stores, and I hope soon to get all her guns. 

" Having, by this motion of the fleet and army, 
taken possession of an excellent harbour, and se- 
cured a landing in the northernmost part of the 
island, which might be made tenable at any time, 
and likewise thereby greaxly alarmed the enemy, 
at General Moncton's request I despatched Comr 
modore Swanton with a squadron of ships, and 
two brigades, to the bay of Petite Ance, in order 
to take post there. Captain Hervey of the Dragon, 
having silenced the battery of the Grand Ance, 
landed his marines and seamen, who attacked it 
also from the shore, and took possession of the 
fort ; and, on the 14th, I followed with the whole 
fleet ^nd army, after destroying the enemy's bat* 
teries at St. Anne's Bay, when (having reconnoitred 
the coast with the General) we came to a resolution 
to make an attempt between Point Negro and the 
Gas de Pilotte, which I ordered to be attacked on 
the 16th ; and having very successfully, and with 
little loss, silenced the batteries, I landed General 
Moncton, with the greatest part of his forces, by 
sunset ; and the whole ai*my was on shore a little 
after daylight next morning, without the loss of 
a man — ^the boats being commanded by Commo- 
dore Swanton in the centre. Captain Sfaouldham 
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on the right wing;, and Captain Hervey on the left 
—with such necessaries as they were most im- 
mediately in want of, and had all the ships and 
transports anchored as much in safety as this coast 
will admit of. 

" I have also landed two battalions of marines, 
of four hundred and fifty men each, for which 
purpose I have given two of the oldest captains 
of marines orders to act as majors till their Lord- 
ships' pleasure be known, having no field-officers 
with them here. The army are now carrying on 
their approaches to the heights of Mont Gamier, 
and Mont Tortueson, which the enemy have made 
as strong as art can do, and from whence the 
General proposes to lay siege to Port Royal. 

"I thought the news of this very important 
success too good to wait any other event to add 
to the joy I flatter myself it will give. I have 
therefore sent Captain Walsingham home express 
with this, to whom I refer their Lordships for all 
further particulars, being at present very much 
employed in making the very many dispositions 
for carrying on the rest of this service, as I am 
determined no time shall be lost in giving every 
assistance of every kind, which the army can be 
in want of, or which may even anticipate their 
own requests. 

"I have the happiness to add, that the army 
and navy continue in perfect health, and carry on 
the service with the greatest spirit and harmony." 

•* Since my letter of the 9th January," writes 
Rodney on the 10th February, " acquainting 
their Lordships with my arrival, and landing the 
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army in Cas Navire Bay, I have tbe honour to con- 
gratulate them on the surrender of the most im- 
portant citadel of Fort Royal, and Pigeon Island » 
which has given his Majesty's forces possession of 
the noblest and best harbour in these parts of the 
West Indies. 

"The almost insurmountable difficulties the 
troops had to struggle with, and the surprising 
strength of the country, improved by all that art 
could add, will be best explained by General Monc- 
ton ; but this I must say, in justice to those I have 
the honour to command, that the intrepidity and 
gallant behaviour of the officers and troops em- 
ployed in this expedition could be equalled only 
by the eager and cheerful activity of the officers 
and seamen, who contributed every thing in their 
power towards the reduction of the places, and 
made no difficulties in transporting numbers of the 
heaviest mortars, and the ships* cannon*, up the 
steepest mountains, at a very considerable distance 
from the sea, and across the enemy's line of fire. 

* The following lively and accurately drawn deacription of 
the manner in which this lion-hearted amphibious race carry on 
their operations on shore, is extracted from a letter written by 
an officer of Colonel Scott's light infantry, serving in this expe- 
dition. 

" Martijiique, Feb. 10, 1762. 

" As soon as we were all safely disembarked, our engineers 
were immediately set to work in raising batteries, as well to 
establish our footing in the island as to cover us in our approaches 
to dislodge the enemy from their posts. 

** For this purpose all the cannon and other warlike stores 
were landed as soon as ))ossible, and dragged by the Jacks to 
any point thought proper. Yon may fancy you know the spirit 
of these fellows ; but to see them in action exceeds any idea 
that can be formed of them. A hundred or two of them, with 
ropes and pollies, will do more than all your dray-horses in 
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" I have the pleasure to acquaint their Lordships 
that we have taken in this port fourteen of the 
enemy's best privateers ; and many more> which are 
in the other parts of the island, will be immediately 
delivered into my hands, agreeably to the capitula- 
tion, as likewise that of the citadel and Pigeon 
Island, I have the honour to enclose to them ; and 
for all further particulars I must refer their Lord- 
ships to Captain Darby, who is charged with these 
despatches. 

" It gives me the sincerest satisfaction that I can 
assure their Lordships the most perfect harmony 
has subsisted between the navy and army, each 
vying in the most fiiendly manner which should 
serve his Majesty and their country best*.** 

Scarcely had the conquest of this island been 

London. Let but their tackle hold, and they will draw you a 
cannon or mortar on its proper carriage up to any height, though 
the weight be never so great. It is droll enough to see them 
tugging along, with a good twenty -four pounder at their heels : 
on they go, huzzaing and hallowing, sometimes up hill, some- 
times down hill; now sticking fast in the brakes, presently 
floundering in the mud and mire ; swearing, blasting, d — m — ing, 
sinking, and as careless of everything but the matter committed 
to their charge, as if death or danger had nothing to do with 
them. 

" We had a thousand of these brave fellows sent to our 
assistance by the admiral ; and the service they did us, both on 
shore and on the water, is incredible, 

* In General Moncton's despatch to the Earl of Egremont 
on this occasion, he thus expresses himself:—" I must repeat 
to your Lordship the harmony that - subsists between the fleet 
and the army, and the cordial assistance we have received from 
Admiral Rodney in every part of the operations where his aid 
could be useful. ' 

It is pleasing to record this cordial feeling between the two 
services and these two gallant chieftains. Without it no enter- 
prise can or ever will succeed ; from the want of it not a few 
have failed* 
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achieved, when Rodney receiyed instnictioiiB from 
the government at home to commence hostilities 
against Spain, at the same time intelligence was 
brought him that a French squadron had sailed 
from Brest, bound probably for the West Indies* 
He accordingly sent notice thereof to Commodore 
S wanton, who had been detached with seven sail of 
the line to summon Grenada, and having despatched 
look-out frigates in every direction, kept himself in 
readiness to attack the enemy, who on the 9th of 
March were seen by Captain Ogle of the Aquilon 
to the windward of Trinidad. Rodney instantly 
sailed in pursuit of them, but they, having been 
informed of the surrender of Martinique, forthwith 
altered their course and steered for St. Domingo. 

The islands of St. Lucie and Grenada having 
surrendered to Captain Hervey and Commodore 
Swanton, he now turned his thoughts towards Ja^ 
maica, the Governor and council of which valuable 
colony had, in expectation of an attack by the com- 
bined forces of France and Spain, written him 
most urgent and pressing letters for succour and a 
supply of troops. 

As Moncton did not think himself justified in 
detaching, as Rodney had proposed to him, any 
part of his force without orders from England, the 
latter resolved on his own responsibility, to proceed 
to the relief of that island, 

" I flatter myself,'* said he in his letter to the 
Admiralty, " their Lordships will not be displeased 
with me if I take the liberty to construe my instruc- 
tions in such a manner as to think myself autho- 
rised and obliged to succour any of his Miyesty's 
colonies that may be in danger ; and shaU» there- 
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fore, urithout a moment's loss of time, hasten to the 
succour of Jamaica, with ten sail of the line, three 
frigates, and three hombs. I shall think myself 
happy if their Lordships approve the step I have 
taken in hastening the relief of that island ; and 
can assure them I have no other view in going 
there, but the good of his Majesty's service, and 
propose, unless I receive orders to the contrary, to 
return to my station at the Leeward islands on the 
i^»proach of the hurricane months, leaving such a 
force at Jamaica as shall then appear necessary for 
the protection of that island/' 

Kodney now prepared to proceed to the assist* 
anoe of Jamaica ; but before he could execute the 
intentions of his active mind, Captain Elphinstone^ 
of the Richmond frigate, arrived on the 26th of 
March from England, with orders to the Admira] 
and General not to prosecute any designs they 
might have. planned, as a considerable secret expe^ 
dition was in contemplation, to which every thing 
else must give way, that a powerful force might 
be concentred for its accomplishment Sensible, 
however, of the precarious situation of Jamaica, he 
detached thitlier a large reinforcement of ships, 
under the command of Sir James Douglas, and 
ordering another part of his fleet, under Commo- 
dore Swanton, to cruise off the Spanish main, he 
returned with the rest of his ships to Martinique; 
on his arrival at which island, he with his usual 
diligence and zeal for the service, commenced pre- 
parations for the reception of the armament expected 
from Great Britain under Pocock and Albemarle, 
who, on their arrival, had the satisfaction of finding 
the detachment from Moncton's force embarked. 
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and every thing in readiness to proceed to the scene 
of their operations, the Havannah, where British 
valour, after a severe and gallant contest, came off 
triumphant. 

No event of importance occurred in the Leeward 
Island squadron during the remainder of the war. 
In the course of the summer, negotiations for a ge- 
neral peace between the contending powers had 
been set on foot, and the Earl of Bute, in whom, on 
the resignation of Mr. Pitt, the entire direction of 
the affairs at home was vested, being anxious to 
put an end to the war, sent the Duke of Bedford to 
Fontainebleau, where, having met the plenipoten* 
tiaries of the allied powers, he signed the prelimif 
naries of peace early in November, of which the 
definitive treaty was concluded on the 10th of Feb. 
ruary, in the ensuing year, 1763. 

As the war in 1756 had been undertaken in order 
to protect the British colonies in America against 
the encroachments of the French, so the security of 
these colonies appears to have been the main object 
in this treaty of peace, of which the terms were, 
doubtless, more advantageous to the English settle* 
ments in America, than to Great Britain herself. 
The extraordinary success of the war enabled the 
latter to dictate the conditions. She had it in her 
power to retain the West India islands of Marti- 
nique, Guadaloupe, Mariegalante, and Desiderade, 
the possession of which would have brought the 
most important advantages to her commerce, or, by 
ceding these islands, to secure the American settle- 
ments in the north, by the acquisition of Canada. 
She preferred the interests of her colonies. It was 
no less in her power to retain the important con- 
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quests she had made from Spain, or to obtain an 
equivalent for them^ by stipulating such commer- 
cial advantages as would have added immense 
wealth to Great Britain, or to defend her American 
colonies in the south, by acquiring the forts of St. 
Augustine and Pensacola, and the extensive coun. 
try of Florida. In this instance also, the interest 
of America prevailed. The colonies were secured 
from every hostile attack, and at the price of British 
blood and treasure, and every national advantage 
was provided and placed in such a situation as no 
longer required the protection of Great Britain. 
From that moment they may be said to have ob- 
tained independence, whenever their condition or 
occasion should enable them to assume it. 

By this treaty, the entire province of Canada was 
ceded to the English, part of Louisiana, Cape Bre- 
ton, and the other islands in the gulf of St. Lawrence. 
In the West Indies, Grenada and the Grenadines, 
and the neutral islands of Dominique, St. Vincent's, 
and Tobago. In return for these cessions. Great 
Britain restored to France, the islands of Guada- 
loupe, Martinique, and St. Lucie, and the right of 
that nation to fish on the banks of Newfoundland 
was recognised. The fortress of the Havannah 
and the other acquisitions of England were restored 
to Spain, who, on her part, guaranteed to England 
the Florid as, and all that she possessed on the con- 
tinent of America, to the east and south-east of the 
Mississippi. 

In the nation at large, this peace was universally 
unpopular. Upon its policy history has, in these 
later times, pronounced judgment. 

The cession of the island of St. Lucie, however. 
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was, at that period, and must ever be, condemned 
as an unwise measure. Its importance, from its 
situation, and excellent harbour, seems to have 
been better understood and appreciated by the 
French than the English negotiators. Mr. Pitt 
had positively refused, in his previous negotiations 
with M. Bussy, to cede St. Lucie to France ; and 
Rodney had at all times been so sensible of its value 
and importance to Great Britain, that, from bis 
earliest acquaintance with that island, he never 
ceased to urge and advise its retention, as will be 
evidenced in some of his succeeding letters. 

Rodney returned to England on the 12th of Au- 
gust, 1763, and struck his flag on the 16th of the 
same month. He had, on the 21st of October, in 
the preceding year, been made Vice-Admiral of 
the Blue. 

On the 21st of January, 1764, he was raised to 
the dignity of a Baronet of Great Britain in consi- 
deration of the eminent services he had rendered 
his country, and in this year he was married to 
Henrietta, daughter of John Clies, Esq., by whom 
he had several children *. 

On the 23rd of November, 1766, Sir Greorge 
Rodney was appointed Governor of the Royal 
Hospital at Greenwich, in the room of Admiral 
Townshend, and took his seat as Director, on the 
28th of December following. 

During the four yeare that he presided over that 
noble establishment, he had no opportunities of 
displaying that active and enterprising spirit which 

* Of these, four only are now surviving, viz., the Hon. John 
Rodney, the Hon. Mrs. Chambers, the Hon Anne Rodney, and 
the Hon Mrs. Mandy. 
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had hitherto marked his character, but occasiotu 
were not wanting to prove that he was still, as he 
ever had been, the seaman's friend. The anecdote 
which follows, of the authenticity of which there 
can be no question, bears more honourable and 
ample testimony to the goodness of the Admiral's 
heart than would volumes of laboured panegyric. 
At that period few, if any, of the pensioners were 
allowed great coats, and then only in consequence 
of a petition approved by the weekly board, or an 
order from the Governor, who had authority to 
grant that indulgence. Sir George, the first winter 
of his government there, had applications made Us 
usual, but required no better pretensions, or greater 
eloquence, than an old sailor and a cold day, to 
grant an order. The consequence of this was, that 
great coats became so general, and the demand 
increased so much, that the Lieutenant-Governor, 
Mr. Boys, at the next board, took upon him to 
represent the Governor's conduct as extremely re- 
prehensible. Sir George, who was present, got up ; 
and after expressing his surprise at the Lieutenant* 
Governor's conduct, very calmly said to him, " I 
have the greatest respect for you as a man, who, 
by the greatest merit, has raised himself from the 
station of a foremast man to the rank of an Admi- 
ral, — ^a circumstance which not only does you the 
highest honour, bat would have led me to have ex- 
pected you as an advocate instead of an opposer 
to such a necessary indulgence. Many of the poor 
men at the door have been your shipmates, and 
once your companions. Never hurt a brother sai- 
lor ; and let me warn you against two things more : 
The first is, in future not to interfere between me 
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and my duty as Goyernor; and the second is, 
not to object to 'these brave men having great 
coats, whilst you are so fond of one as to wear 
it by the side of as good a fire as you are sitting 
by at present. There are very few young sailors 
that come to London without paying Greenwich 
Hospital a visit, and it shall be the rule of my 
conduct, as far as my authority extends, to render 
the old men's lives so comfortable, that the younger 
shall say, when he goes away, ' Who would not 
be a sailor, to live as happy as a prince in his 
old age!**' and Sir George kept his word, for 
from that time every man was allowed a great 
coat*. 

It was Sir George who first appointed the shore- 
men, as they are called^ whose duty it is to watch 
and wash the retiring tide, thereby contributing 
to the salubrity of the Hospital, and to the comfort 
and convenience of its numerous visitors. 

On the 18th of October, 1770, Sir George was 
made Vice-Admiral of the White; and on the 
24th of October, in the year following, Vice-Ad. 
miral of the Red. 

On the 23rd of January, 1771, he was appointed 
Commander-in-Chief, at Jamaica, and on this 
station Rodney continued in command for three 
years, during which period, although in the midst 
of profound peace, he suffered not the energies of 

* By the humane exertions of that most able and excellent 
officer, Vice-Admiral Sir Richard Keats, the late governor of 
Greenwich Hospital, and by the judicious regulations of the 
Directors of the establishment, the comforts of the pensioners 
may now be said to be consummated, both with regard to the 
clothing, discipline, and messing, as well as to the indulgencies 
allowed to those who have families. 
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his mind to slumber for a moment^ but his ima- 
gination was ever at work^ projecting some schemes 
of improvement in matters relating to his profes- 
sion, or to national policy, or with unceasing 
vigilance and firmness of purpose upholding the 
honour and dignity of the British flag, thus afford- 
ing a salutary example to those officers of his 
profession, who, not satisfied with mere mediocrity, 
are anxious to gain a name in their country's 
annals. 

Soon after his arrival at Jamaica, Rodney rer 
ceived intelligence that two Spanish guarda costas 
had forced the British sloop of war Hawke into 
the harbour of Carthagena. He forthwith dis- 
patched the Achilles to demand satisfaction of 
the Grovernor for the insult, and having acquainted 
the Admiralty with the prompt measures he had 
taken, liord Sandwich immediately wrote to him to 
express his fears that so hasty a procedure might 
be the means of involving the British nation in a 
war with Spain ; but his Lordship's apprehensions 
with regard to this transaction were not realized. 
Sir George, trusting to the resources of his mind, 
and to his own judgment and discretion, preferred 
acting on his own responsibility, (as he was ever 
accustomed to do,) to the tardy and less direct 
mode of sending home for instructions. This self- 
confidence never deceived him on such occasions, 
nor led him into error, but, on the contrary, en- 
abled him to do his country many important 
services, and oftentimes to strike a blow when it 
was least expected. 

Lord Sandwich in one of his letters upon this 
subject, thus expresses himself: — 
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''As your letter dated 9th February mentions 
your being under some uneasiness on account of 
certain expressions in one I wrote to you lately, 
I take the earliest opportunity to do all in my power 
to remove any such impression by assuring you» tiiat 
every thing you have done is thoroughly approved 
of at home," 

Disdaining ease and inactivity, Eodney's views 
were always directed to some object of utility, 
and hence, the valuable suggestions he from time 
to time submitted to the government at home, 
and which, it appears, were highly approved and 
appreciated by them; and had he succeeded in 
attaining what he so ardently desired, thoGovem-^ 
ment of Jamaica, there can be no doubt but the 
island would have greatly flourished under hist 
active administration. He had been at all times 
solicitous for her welfare, and it will be seen here- 
after, that he ultimately rescued her from destrutu 
tion, when her safety was almost despaired of. 

One of the earliest objects of Rodney's attention 
was the supply of water for his squadron, which 
to his infinite surprise he learnt the British fleets 
had until then been under the necessity of pur* 
chasing. He examined in person the different 
sources, and sent home a plan and estimate for 
the construction of a reservoir and aqueduct near 
Rock Fort in Kingston harbour, which was ap- 
proved by the government, and from that moment 
the navy was provided with an ample supply of 
that necessary article, so that, as Rodney observed 
in a subsequent letter to the Admiralty, "a large 
fleet might be watered from hence in five or six 
days> when according to the former mode it would 
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take as many weeks to do it. In addition to the 
utility of this watering place, he adds, I must 
inform their Lordships, that the largest ships can 
lie within a cable's length of the shore, and in as 
healthy a situation as any in this island/' 

Rodney used to take a pleasure in relating to his 
friends an anecdote respecting this watering place. 
For some time, said he, he was considered by the 
sailors as a great benefactor. They had been 
obliged to roll casks of water from a very great 
distance, which in that hot climate was a laborious 
and fatiguing service, and when they at 6rst found 
themselves relieved from it, and saw the facility 
and dispatch with which the ships were watered, 
their gratitude not unfrequendy was expressed 
by the exclamation, " G — d bless the Admiral,'* They 
soon however discovered, that as the ships were 
watered in a very short time, and were ready to 
put to sea, they had but little opportunity of being 
on shore, and remembering that the old plan had 
given them more freedom in that respect, the 
phrase was converted into, " The d — I take the 
Admiral.** Some of the ports in the island having 
been declared free ones, the Admiral thus strongly 
stated his objections to the policy of the measure. 

" Before the Act of Parliament passed for mak- 
ing Kingston, St. Lucie, and Savannah la Mer, 
free ports, this island had near one hundred sail 
of sloops belonging thereto, employed in carrying 
the manufactures of Great Britain to the Spanish 
main, and to the Spanish and French islands. 
Their return was generally silver and mules from 
the Spaniards, and from the French cotton, indigo, 
and gold. The consequence of this commerce was, 

D 
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the employing a number of English seamen and 
vessels, by which means a great number of ex- 
perienced pilots were obtained, capable of con- 
ducting any enterprise that might be undertaken 
in this part of the world. It is with infinite con- 
cern that I must now acquaint their Lordships 
that the commerce by British bottoms has totally 
ceased, and not one single pilot can now be ob* 
tained in Jamaica capable of conducting any of 
his Majesty's ships to any part of the Spanish 
main, or to the Spanish and French islands, the 
few pilots that are now employed being the masters 
of the ships of war that have been employed on 
this station. Their Lordships will judge by this 
what difficulties a commanding* officer here will 
have to straggle with, in case of a future war, 
and with what facility the French will disturb 
the tranquillity of Jamaica, from their being per"- 
fectly acquainted with every creek and harbour 
thereof, and from the number of their seamen 
employed in these seas since the Free Port Act. 

"The constant resort of French ships to the 
coast of this island, under the pretence of their 
being bound to one of the free ports, gives them 
an opportunity of smuggling an amazing quantity 
of the manufactures of France, to the detriment 
of Great Britain, particularly brandy, soaps, silks, 
wines, stockings, hats, &c. &c. &c., which is too 
much encouraged by the inhabitants on the coast, 
and particularly by the Jews, who carry on a 
most pernicious commerce, and employ vessels 
which at St. Domingo are French, at Jamaica 
English; and notwithstanding, upon the applicar 
tion of the officers of his Majesty's revenue here, 
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I had given orders to seize and deliver into the 
custody of the collector of his Majesty's customs 
such vessels as should he detected in such illicit 
practices, and some having heen seized with con- 
trahand goods on hoard, and delivered to the said 
collector, they have made the pretence that sear 
ofBcers were not properly authorised to make 
seizures, and in order to save those officers from 
prosecution the delinquents have escaped. 

"I, therefore, humhly presume to recommend 
to their Lordships' consideration, whether it will 
not in a great measure prevent the manufactures 
of France being run into the island, if the officers 
of the squadron here were allowed to have proper 
deputations. 

"1 must now take notice to their Tx>rdships, 
that since the Free Port Act took place, few Spani- 
ards have taken the benefit thereof, the court of 
Spain having given the strictest orders to their 
governors in this part of the world, to be more 
attentive, and to arm more guardacostas than 
before that act passed ; and I have it from the 
Spanish merchants themselves, that it would be 
more for their advantage if they were only per- 
mitted to trade in the manner as practised formerly. 
The public liberty given to all Spanish vessels 
to trade to the three free ports in Jamaica has 
been the means of lining the Spanish coast with 
custom-house officers, which practice will, in all 
probability, be continued while that public act 
subsists. I do not pretend to be a proper judge 
of the advanti^es accruing from a free port. If 
such a measure is thought proper to be carried 
into effect, the town of Kingston is, in my opinion. 
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best calculated for the purpose. Savannah la Mer 
and St. Lucie, being at the lee end of the island, 
give frequent opportunities to the smugglers to 
land their cargoes before they get the length of 
these ports. Were the free port confined to 
Kingston only, they could have no excuse for 
being found on the north side or the lee end of the 
island, and a cruiser being stationed off the east 
end would prevent their landing any part of their 
cargo before their arrival at Kingston. 

" If I am mistaken in my notions, I hope their 
Lordships will attribute it to my eager desire of 
promoting the trade and manufactures of Great 
Britain, and my seeing with concern the French 
employing so many small trading vessels in this 
part of the world, whose seamen, in case of a war, 
when employed in their small privateers, would 
prove more detrimental to the commerce of Eng- 
land than the whole fleet of France." 

Sir George was doomed to suffer the disappoint- 
ment of his hopes, for, upon the demise of the 
governor. Sir W. Trelawney, in February, 1773, 
Sir Basil Keith was appointed to succeed him. 

Rodney having been recalled, with a heart full 
of chagrin returned to England, and struck his 
flag at Portsmouth, on the 4th of September, 
1774. 

From this period, the sunshine which had hitherto 
cheered his existence, became obscured, and for 
the space of four years the oppressive gloom of 
want, disappointments, and inaction hung over 
him like a mist, when again the cheering light of 
prosperity beamed upon him, and gilded his 
evening with its brightest rays. 
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Rodney did not i*emain in England very long 
after his return home. Possessing a pleasing and . 
handsome exterior, with the manners of the ac- 
complished gentleman, qualities not particularly 
valued by the navy in those days, he had at all 
times, when on shore, been received into the 
highest circles of fashion, where he took in the 
draught of pleasure as others did, and his heart 
being warm and generous, he not unfrequently 
found himself involved in pecuniary difficulties, 
which had moreover been increased by the ex- 
penses consequent upon the different elections he 
had been engaged in for his seats in Parliament, 
more especially in the last one for Northampton, 
in 1763. His embarrassments increasing, he re- 
paired to France, and settled at Paris, thus going 
into a voluntary exile amongst a people whose 
government had trembled at his name. He here 
lived in very straitened circumstances until better 
days came; and to the credit of that gallant 
nation it must be mentioned, that they treated 
their late enemy with the respect and sympathy 
due to his fame and to his misfortunes. 

Meanwhile the unfortunate disagreements be- 
tween England and her North American colonies, 
to which the fatal and impolitic Stamp Act had 
given birth in the year 1765, and had been pro- 
gressively increasing, in spite of the temporising 
measures of the mother country, until 1775, when 
the colonists threw off their allegiance, and broke 
out into open rebellion, had not escaped the watch- 
ful eyes of the French court, whose readiness to 
take every advantage of the misfortunes of her 
rival neighbour was never more strikingly exem- 
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plified than during this unnatural war. Without 
a shadow of cause, and without the least suspicion^ 
she privately entered into the war in support of 
the refractory colonies, and left it to the best 
informed in England to discover her intrigues, 
the existence of which was announced, in fact, 
to Parliament at the session of 1778, by Mr. Fox, 
who affirmed that he had had certain information 
''that a treaty of amity and alliance had been 
signed in Paris between France and America/^ 
His information proved correct; and, in conse- 
quence. Great Britain found herself at war with 
France in the summer of that year, which was 
followed, in the early part of the ensuing year, 
by a declaration of hostilities on the part of Spain, 
who soon felt the strong arm of her opponent, and 
suffered severely for her capricious and unpro- 
voked interference in this quarrel. 

Rodney could not view the transactions that 
were passing with indifference, and though des- 
titute of the means of returning to his country, 
his ardent spirit burned with anxiety to engage 
in her service. He accordingly addressed a letter 
to the Earl of Sandwich, making a tender of his 
services, and requesting him to lay it at his 
Majesty's feet 

" TO THE EARL OF SANDWICH. 

" Paris, Feb. 7, 1778. 
" MY LORD, 

'* As it behoves every officer at this important 
crisis to devote himself to the service of his King 
and country, permit me humbly to offer myself 
to go on any enterprise whereby I may show my 
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aitacbmeBt to his Majesty and the state. I am 
ready at a moment's warning to go on any service 
your Lordship may please to employ me in^ and 
am, with real and great respect/' 

&c. &c. &e. 

What must have heen Rodney's mortification 
on receiving a mere formal and official reply to 
his letter, and this, too, from a nohleman, who 
had always professed the utmost friendship and 
regard for him ! and what must have heen his 
disappointment on hearing at the same time of 
numerous appointments of other officers, of much 
inferior pretensions to himself, to high and iin* 
portant commands! Finding, at length, that no- 
thing was to he done unless he could ohtain a 
personal audience of his King, he strained every 
nerve to gain his liberty, and to clear himself of 
his debts ; but here again his friends failed him, 
and he was destined to receive from the hands 
of a generous stranger, and an enemy to his nation, 
that assistance which was withheld from him by 
his own countrymen. The following extracts from 
letters, addressed to Lady Rodney, who had gone 
to England on the private affairs of the family, 
will best depict the state of Sir George's feelings 
at that most anxious and momentous crisis. 

" The refusal of Lord Sandwich," said he, in a 
letter written in the month of February, " does not 
surprise me. He cannot say but I have offered 
my services, and some friend will let the King 
know I have so done. I hope you approved of my 
letter to Lord George Germaine. I can have no 
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excuse in case of another vacancy in the West 
India Islands. 

" We are all here impatient for news from Ame- 
rica. The American commissioners have not re- 
ceived any for these two months past, but all con- 
elude that Philadelphia is taken/' 

" Not hearing either from yourself or my son *," 
he adds in another letter, " by the last messengers, 
gives me uneasiness inexpressible, as the delay 
of completing what has been promised obliges me 
to remain in the hotel where I am, at an expense 
I could wish to avoid, and daily adds to my em- 
barrassments. What to do I really don't know. 
To speak to Lord Stormont I am unwilling, but I 
will talk to Mr. James upon the subject, as he is a 
good man, and feels the distresses I am driven to. 

" I beg you will desire my son to see Lord North 
again, either at his house, or his levee. Delays 
are worse than death, especially at this critical time, 
when every hour teems with momentary expecta- 
tion of war. 'Tis looked upon here as unavoidable, 
as the French squadron, consisting of seven ships 
of the line, and five frigates, sailed from the bay of 
Quiberon on the 27th of last month, having, under 
their convoy, thirteen sail of ships, bound to Ame- 
rica, as likewise two ships of war belonging to the 
Congress, of twenty-eight guns each, who saluted 
the French Admiral under Congress colours, • and 
had their salute openly and publicly returned, by 
which France seems to own them as a republic — 
the greatest insult they could offer us. 

• Colonel the Hon. George Rodney, of his Majesty's Foot 
Guards, Sir George's eldest son. - 
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" In my last I did not answer what you proposed 
relative to my boy John*. He cannot be better 
than with my friend Mr. Byron, especially as 
George Byron will, I suppose, be a captain, and 
take him with him till he has served his time ; but 
I own, my dear, my heart will not let me determine 
in an affair of this nature. The blow I have expe- 
rienced is almost constantly in my thoughts, and 
must ever prey upon my heart f . I leave it entirely 
to you to do what you judge best. Adieu. 

" I beg you will tell my friend Byron I wish him 
all the success possible." 

" Since writing to you on Lord Stormont's re- 
call," s^ain he writes on the 20th of March, " en- 
closing you a letter I sent him on my unhappy 
condition in being obliged to remain in an enemy's 
country till such time as I should have a remittance 
sent me to pay my debts, which prevented my per- 
sonally offering my sei-vices at this critical time, I 
have reason to believe that I shall be able to pro- 
cure the sum necessary to enable me to leave this 
city. Should this desirable event take place in a 
day or two, you may expect me in London very 
shortly. 

" I have again written a strong letter to Lord 
Sandwich, offering my service, and pressing him 
to employ me at this important juncture, as it will 
be the means of my serving my country, and at the 
same time the only method by which I can have 

• The Hon. John Rodney, the eldest son of Sir George, by 
his second marriage, many years post-captain in the navy, and 
late secretary to government in the island of Ceylon. 

f Alluding to the melancholy loss or his second son, the Hon. 
James Rodney, in the Ferret sloop-of-war, supposed to have 
foundered in a gale of wind on the West India station. 
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an opportunity of honourably settling with my 
creditors." 

" I yesterday went/' said Rodney, in a letter 
dated 1st of April, " to take leave of Lord Dunmore, 
who sets out for England this morning. The 
Marechal Biron came in, and seeing me, was ex« 
tremely civil. He took Lady Dunmore, Mr. James, 
and Mr. North into another room, and told them 
that he had heard my stay in Paris was occasioned 
by a want of a remittance, to discharge the debts I 
must necessarily have contracted ; that his purse 
was at my service, and begged that I would make 
use of it ; that whatever sum I might want, even to 
two thousand pounds, might it be necessary, be 
would immediately let me have, and desired they 
would tell Sir J. Lambert, or any other banker, to 
advance the sum, which he would pay. On the 
Marechal's return into the room, they beckoned me 
out, and made me acquainted with his generous 
offer, for which I begged they would make my ac- 
knowledgments, and express how highly sensible 
I was of his friendship ; but as I made no doubt 
that I should soon receive proper remittances, I 
could not possibly avail myself of his generosity, 
but should ever retain it in my memory. Besides, 
my enemies would take advantage of my receiving 
pecuniary favours from Frenchmen of his high 
rank, and instil insinuations to my disadvantage." 

On the 11th of the same month, he again wrote, 

" Yesterday I dined again with Marechal Biron» 

and this morning the girls* by invitation are to 

walk in his garden. The Marechal repeated again 

• Sir George's daughters. 
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after dinner his eager desire that I would permit 
bim to discharge what debts I might owe in Paris, 
took Liord Dalrymple and Mr. Grenville into the 
garden, and told them he had waited upon nie the 
day before with an intention to tell me, that it was 
not a French gasconade that he had made at Lady 
Dunnoore's, but an offer of pure friendship and re- 
gard, and that he should be extremely happy if I 
would permit him to afford me that proof of his 
esteem and good will. You may be sure I felt, as 
I ought, the good old man's generosity, and made 
him highly sensible how much I thought myself 
obliged, but begged to decline at present his gene- 
rous offer, as I had reason to think that money 
would soon be remitted me. He told me that all 
France was sensible of the services I had rendered 
my country, and that the treatment they all knew 
I had received was a disgrace to the nation, and to 
its ministers.'' 

At length worn out with anxiety and disappoint- 
ment, and maddened with the idea of being unem- 
ployed during the impending contest between his 
country and her enemies, Rodney resolved to accept 
the proffered loan of the generous Fi-enchman. 

" I have this day," said he, in a letter dated 6th 
of May, " accepted of the generous friendship of 
the Marechal Biron, who has advanced one thou- 
sand louis, in order that I may leave Paris without 
being reproached. 

'' Nothing but a total inattention to the distressed 
state I was in could have prevailed upon me to 
have availed myself of his voluntary proposal ; but 
not having had, for more than a month past, a letter 
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from any person but Mr. Hotham and yourself, and 
my passport being expired, it was impossible for 
me to remain in this city at the risk of being sued 
by my creditors, who grew so clamorous, it was 
impossible to bear it ; and had they not been over, 
awed by the lieutenant of the police, would have 
carried their prosecutions to the greatest length. 
Their demands were all satisfied this day ; and the 
few days I remain in this city will be occupied in 
visiting all those great families from whom I have 
received so many civilities, and whose attention in 
paying me daily and constant visits, in a great 
measure kept my creditors from being so trouble- 
some as they otherwise would have been." 

Thus was one of England's bray est and most 
enterprising officers released from the vexatious 
and anxious state of restraint in which he had been 
so long sojourning in a foreign country, by the 
noble and disinterested generosity of this high- 
minded and warm-hearted Frenchman, who, al- 
though his country's best friend and ablest minis- 
ter, preferred a liberal line of conduct, prompted 
by a chivalric sense of honour, to the more inte- 
rested calculations of national policy, and this, too, 
at the risk of future popular disapprobation, for he 
was well aware how formidable an opponent he 
had restored to the service of Great Britain, in 
Rodney ; and so the event turned out, in fact : for 
upon the arrival of the intelligence at Paris of Sir 
George's great and decisive victory over the French 
fleet, on the 12th of April, 1782, the population of 
that city were inflamed with the most violent rage 
and resentment against the Mar^chal, vehemently 
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reproaching him with having brought that calamity 
upon their nation, and even proceeding to threats 
of personal violence, at which the Marechal, little 
moved, replied, " that he gloried in the man whose 
liberty he had effected, and in the victory which he 
had so nobly won." 

It is related by those who were in Paris at the 
time, that the Due de filron having gone to Mon- 
sieur Maurepas, the French Minister, (as became a 
good subject of France), to obtain his consent to 
the good office he felt inclined to do Sir George 
Rodney, that Minister's answer was, " Pour moi 
je ne fais pas grande cas de ces combats navals, 
c'est Piff Poff^Q cote etd'autre, et la mer demeure 
salee tout comme auparavant." 

This was consent enough, and Rodney having 
obtained the command which had been so long the 
object of his wishes, was not slow in redeeming the 
national character, demonstrating to the whole 
world, that the seafights of British fleets were 
something more than Piff Poff, as insinuated by 
Monsieur Maurepas. 

In some of the notices which have been hereto- 
fore published respecting Sir George's detention at 
Paris, it has been confidently stated, that pending 
this period, Marechal Biron waited upon the Ad- 
miral, with an offer from the King of France of a 
high command in his fleet, since he could not ob- 
tain employment in that of Great Britain, and that 
Sir George immediately replied, " Had, Sir, this 
proposal come from yourself, I should have resented 
it as one of the greatest insults you could have of- 
fered me. Since, however, it emanates from a 
quarter which can do no wrong, I shall only answer. 
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that, though my ovfn country has forgotten me, 
she alone is entitled to, and shall have, the best 
services I can afford her.'^ 

Of the veracity of the above anecdote it it impos- 
sible at present to produce any positive proof. It 
is, however, generally credited in the noble Admi- 
ral's own family ; nor can any imputation attach 
thereby upon the character of Marechal Biron, who 
might not^ upon such an occasion, conceive that 
his own honour was compromised in becoming the 
bearer of a message from his King, the spirit and 
nature of which were not in accord widi his own 
feelings. 

Be this as it may, this noble trait of generosity, 
so circumstantially and so feelingly described by 
Sir George Rodney in the foregoing letters, will 
ever remain one of the brightest ornaments in the 
escutcheon of the illustrious Marechal's family. 

It may not be deemed unimportant, nor out of 
place here, to mention another anecdote of Rodney. 

A short time prior to his departure from Paris, 
the Duke de Chartres, afterwards the infamous Or- 
leans, took occasion to acquaint Sir George that he 
was to have a command in the fleet which was to 
be opposed to that under the command of his friend 
and countryman, Mr. Keppel, and with an insult* 
ing air asked him what he thought would be the 
consequence of their meeting ? " That my coun- 
tryman will carry your Royal Highness home with 
him to learn English," was the spirited reply. 

On Rodney's arrival in England, he was imme- 
diately enabled to remit the amount of the loan to 
his illustrious fnend, as well as to adjust matters 
satisfactorily with his creditors. Having arranged 
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these matters, he lost no time in renewing his ap- 
plication for employment ; but, unfortunately, this 
object, under existing circumstances, was unattain- 
able« and it was expedient that he should wait for 
a more favourable occasion, for it so happened that, 
at that particular juncture, Admiral Keppel had 
been appointed to the command of the grand 
Channel fleet ; and the Admirals Sir Hyde Parker^ 
Barrington, and Byron> to commands in the Ame- 
rican and West India stations. There was, there- 
fore, no opening for Sir George's service during 
that year. He obtained, however, an audience of 
the King, who gave him a most gracious reception* 
and, at the same time, cheered him with his royal 
assurance that his anxiety for employment should 
be gratified at no distant period, in earnest of which, 
on the 29th of June, his Majesty appointed him to 
the honourable station of Admirai of the White : 
but though he was doomed to a state of inactivity 
on shore, until the autumn of the ensuing year, his 
mind was constantly engaged in meditating upon 
passing events, and in devising projects for oppo- 
sing and discomfiting the designs of the common 
enemy, who had, in the summer of 1779, become 
most formidable, the Spaniards having joined the 
confederacy against England, and the Dutch show- 
ing no equivocal intentions of doing the same ; 
and Rodney having been consulted by the Admi- 
ralty, as to the most judicious disposition of the 
British naval force in America and the West Indies, 
he submitted to the Lords Commissioners a detailed 
and comprehensive plan of operations, which in 
the face of almost insuperable difficulties he with 
unwearied zeal and perseverance, after nearly three 
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years of active service, brought to a successful 
issue. 

It was about this period that disagreements and 
disputes at home, and misconduct of various kinds, 
had disgusted many of our best officers, and driven 
them from the service. The conduct of those who 
presided ove^ the Admiralty had become an object 
of severe censure. The debates in Parliament were 
uncommonly violent, and a resolution of censure 
upon that Board was lost only by a majority of 
thirty.four; and although Administration kept 
their ground, so great and general was the dissatis- 
faction at the late direction of naval affairs, that not 
only Admiral Keppel and Lord Howe, but Sir Ro- 
bert Harland, Sir John Lindsay, and several other 
distinguished officers of high 4'ank, sent in their 
resignations ; and so general was the dislike to the 
service now become, that no fewer than twenty 
captains of the first distinction had proposed to go 
in a body to resign their commissions at once, and 
were prevented from doing so solely by the great 
occasion they saw there was, at that time, for their 
services. Thus it appears that a strong party spirit 
pervaded the fleet as well as the nalion at large ; 
for the war being with our own colonies, partook 
somewhat of the nature of a civil war, political 
opinions being divided regarding the justice of it. 
The unfortunate and indecisive engagement of the 
fleet under Admiral Keppel, on the 27th July, 1778, 
was strongly expressive of this party spirit; and 
one of the reasons for selecting Sir George Rodney 
for the command of the fleet at this time preparing 
for the twofold object of relieving Gibraltar and 
succouring our West India islands, probably was, 
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that he was not in parliament, and did not mingle 
in the politics of the day. Further, he was one of 
those who thought the coercion of the colonies was 
perfectly just, so that he entered upon his duty 
with his heart warm in the cause. 

On the 1st of October, 1779, Sir George was ap- 
pointed commander-in-chief of his Majesty's Lee- 
ward Islands and Barbadoes; and as the greatest 
anxiety was now entertained by the government for 
the fate of Gibraltar, which was put to great straits 
by the Spanish and French besieging forces, and 
for want of provisions, the Admiral proceeded, with 
all despatch, to Portsmouth, to expedite the equip, 
ment of the fleet. He had, previously to the com- 
mencement of the war with France, addressed a 
letter to the Earl of Sandwich, detailing a plan of 
operations he recopimended to be pursued against 
the enemy in the West Indies, especially advising 
the retention of the island of St. Lucie as a point 
d'appui for the British naval and military forces. 

It will appear hereafter, that the suggestions 
offered to the consideration of his Majesty's mi- 
nisters were highly appiroved, and the naval and 
military operations grounded upon them formed 
some of the principal features of the struggle 
which ensued between the belligerent powers. 

On assuming his command Rodney's patience 
was put to a severe trial by the extraordinary want 
of diligence in the different public departments, 
both at the ports of Portsmouth and of Plymouth, 
as well as by the absence of proper zeal and acti- 
vity in the officers of his fleet, who were almost all 
strangers to him.; and many of whom behaved to 

E 
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him with a marked disrespect and want of cordiality, 
whicb, goon after the arrival of the fleet in the West 
Indies, produced the most serioas consequences, 
and, had they not been checked in time by the 
firmness of their Commander, might have produced 
results most disastrous to the nation. 

The ministry were now most anxious that be 
should put to sea, and Sir George was no less ira^ 
patient to do so, but the elements also conspired 
against him, and it was not until the very end of 
December that he was enabled, with all his exertions^ 
to get clear of the Channel. 

Previously to his leaving Portsmouth, Rodnjey 
had, amongst innumerable other applications on 
the subject of admissions and promotions in his 
fleet received a letter from the Countess of Chat- 
ham, requesting his good offices and pirotectkxa for 
her son. 

" Your Ladyship may be assured," said Rodney 
in reply, ** that no man living bears a nipore sincere 
and respectful affection for the memory of that 
great and glorious minister, who, to all succeeding 
ages will be quoted as an illustrious example, haw 
one great man, by his superior ability, could raise 
his drooping country from the abyss of despair to 
the highest pinnacle of glory, and render her hon- 
oured, respected, revered, and dreaded by the 
whole universe. Can his memory be ever blotted 
from the minds of those who sincerely love their 
country ? From mine it never can ; the love I bore 
him living can end but with my life, the happiest 
period of which will be, to remember, that I had 
paid my duty to the memory of one of the greatest 
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men Britain ever prodaeed, by adTancmg bis son 
to that rank his merits justly deserved, which your 
Ladyship may be assured T certainly will do, should 
Mr, Pitt* be ever under my command/' 

Impressed with the importance of the Admiral's 
immediate departure. Lord Sandwich thus wrote 
to him. 

*• Aiteriraky, Dec. 8, 1779. 

" For God's sake go to sea without delay. You 
cannot conceive of what importance it is to your- 
self, to me, and to the public, that you should not 
lose this fair wind : if you do, I shall not only hear 
of it in Parliament, but in places to which I pay 
more attention. It is not material whether any of 
the ships except your own, the Ajax, Shrewsbury, 
and Montagu^ have their full quantity of provi- 
sions and stores, therefore let me entreat of you to 
take them with yon with what they now have on 
boards and not to wait for any of the frigates that 
may not be in readiness, as they shall be ordered 
to follow you. I must once more repeat to you, 
that any delay in your sailing will have the most 
disagreeable consequences. 

" I have only to add, my warmest wishes for 
every addition of honour and good fortune, which 
the very important service you are employed in 
will, probably, give you an opportunity of obtain- 
ing; and to tell you^ that when you open your « 
secret orders, you will be convinced that your 
friends have thought you a person in whom the 

* Tlie Hon. Charles James Pitt, third son of the Earl of Chat- 
ham, bora in 1761, and died in 1780» Sir George Kodne]; was 
^a good as bis ward, and did promote him. 
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Utmost confidence is to be placed^ and from whose 
conduct they have every thing to expect. 

" I am, with great truth and regard, 

" &c. &c." 

"TO LADY RODNEY. 

"Spithead, Dec. 11th, 1779. 
" George came on board this day, and brought me 
your letter, and one from Jenny. To hear that 
you and the girls are well is always the greatest 
pleasure I can receive. May you ever continue so 
is my most sincere wish ! 

" As for the boy you mention, from Lady Ro- 
bert Manners, it is certainly too late, and she should 
certainly be told, that none can be taken under 
thirteen years of age, and whose parents can allow 
them at least thirty pounds a year, as the King 
allows no pay to boys. People imagine that admi- 
rals and captains are schoolmasters, and that they 
have nothing to do but send the boys to sea, and 
they are provided for, without giving themselves 
further trouble. However, you will be so good to 
explain this to Mr. Wraxall, and if the contents 
can be complied with, I will receive the boy ; but 
I have now received my sailing orders, and shall 
sail the moment the wind comes fair ; when that 
will be. Heaven knows, for it blows hard at south- 
west. 

" Jenny's account of Loup's knowing my purse 
when she dropped it, shows what a sensible dog he 
is, and must, as she says, endear him more to me, 
but she must pardon me if I say, non credo. 

" Every thing here is noise and hurry. The 
wind continuing westerly gives more time to -the 
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fleet to get ready. I wish I was once at sea. You 
know then an admiral has not a tenth part of the 
trouble and fatigue as when in port. Ministers 
and merchants are eager to have me gone, but I 
cannot command the seasons. Adieu.'' 

" TO LADY RODNEY. 

" Spithead, Dec. 16th, 1779. 
" It is impossible for you to conceive the fatigue 
and trouble I am hourly exposed to. I wish to 
Heaven the wind would come fair, that I might 
get to sea. You know I should then only have 
to discipline the fleet, and have done with writing, 
a thing I detest ; yet every hour, day and night, I 
am sending or receiving expresses. Even now, at 
five o'clock in the morning, I can scarce catch a 
moment to know how. you and the dear girls are. 
Give my love to them, and send by the coach my 
four large folio books of letters and orders, for 

has forgot every thing that is necessary. 

These books should go with me. Farewell, &c. 
&c." 

" TO LADY RODNEY. 

" Sandwich, Spithead, Dec. 23d, 1779. 
" It is now stark calm, and in all appearance it 
will soon produce an easterly wind. Should that 
be the case to-morrow, early in the morning we 
shall leave the port, and put to sea with a noble 
fleet, and a convoy of three hundred merchant 
ships from the Downs. In all probability they 
will be left behind, as I have ordered a frigate to 
meet these ships, and to deliver them instructions 
not to come in, but meet me at the back of the 
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Isle of Wight. Every person now is impatient 
to be gone, and as impatient to know whither we 
are bound, but that I can tell them they shall not 
know till we are arrived at the destined place. 

'' Health and happiness attend yoa and my sweet 
girls. Take care of them, and take care of yourself, 
not forgetting my faithful friend Loup. I transfer 
his love of me to you during my absence, but I 
expect, on my return, to regain it. Once more, 
adieu, &c. &c. &c." 

It was a circumstance no less flattering than 
gratifying to Rodney, that he was selected by his 
Majesty to introduce his third son, Prince William 
Henry (our present most Gracious King) to the 
service of his country; a service to which his 
Majesty has ever shown himself most devotedly 
attached, and in the duties of which, whilst in 
commission*, he displayed much nautical talent, 
and maintained the most perfect discipline* 

• Extract of a letter dated Antigua, Feb. 1787. 

*i Prince William Henry has been here for some time past, 
repairing his ship, where all ranks are vying with each other 
in making grand entertaiomenta for their illustrious visitor. 

"The Prince is quite the Officer, never wearing any other 
dress than his uniform, and bis star and garter only when re- 
ceiving addresses, or on any other public occasion. He has not 
slept a night out of his ship since his arrival in these seas, imtil 
coming into English Harbour, when the ships heaving down 
obliged him to be on shore. His Royal Highness shows the 
most amiable disposition and condescension on every occasion, 
sees into the detail of the business'of his ship, and delivers his 
own orders wiUi the most minute attention to the duty and dis- 
cipline of the frigate (the Pegasus). In short, he promises to 
be, what we all hope and wish, the restorer of the ancient glory 
ofthe British Navy." 
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His Royal Highii€»8 was placed as a midshipman, 
on board the Prince George, bearing the flag of 
Rear-Admiral Digby ; not nominally as a midship- 
man, but to do its duties^ to hare a thorough know- 
ledge of the profession, to learn by practical expe- 
rience the duties attached to the different stations^ 
and to learn how to obey as well as to command**^. 

The wind proving more favourable on the 29th, 
Sir George immediately got under sail, and ere ten 
days had elapsed, he had the good fortune to find 
himself in contact with the enemy. 



" TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ. 

" Sandvnch, at Sea, 9tli January, 1780. 

Lat. 41<' 44'. Long. 14® 25' W. 
Cape Finisterre, E. N. E. 176 league*. 

"Yesterday at day-light the squadron of ships 
under my command descried twenty-two sail in 
the north-east quarter. We immediately gave chase, 
and in a few hours the whole were taken. 

''They proved to be a Spanish convoy, which 
sailed from St. Sebastian's the 1st of January, and 
were under the protection of seven ships and vessels 
of war, belonging to the Royal Company of Ca- 
raccas, viz. — 



The Guipuscuano ... 64 


guns , 


. . 550 men 


The San Carlos . . . 3S 




. . 200 


The San Rafael ... SO 




. . 153 


The Santa Teresa ... 28 




. . 150 


The San Bruno ... 26 




. . 140 


The Conretta San Ferrain 16 




. . 60 


The San Vincente . . 10 




. . 40 



* Ratph's Naral Biography. 
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" Part of the convoy was loaded with naval stores 
and provisions for the Spanish ships of war at 
Cadiz, the rest with bale goods belonging to the 
Royal Company. Those loaded with naval stores 
and bale goods, I shall immediately despatch for 
England, under convoy of his Majesty's ships the 
America and Pearl. Those loaded with provisions 
I shall carry to Gibraltar, for which place I am 
now steering, and have not a doubt that the service 
I am sent upon will be speedily effected. 

"As I thought it highly necessary to send a 
sixty-four gun ship to protect so valuable a convoy, 
I have commissioned, officered, and manned the 
Spanish ship-of-war, of tl\e same rate, and named 
her the Prince William, in respect to his Royal 
Highness, in whose presence she had the honour to 
be taken. She has been launched only six months, 
is in every respect completely fitted for war, and 
much larger than the Bienfaisant, Captain Mac- 
bride, to whom she struck. 

" I beg leave to congratulate their Lordships on 
this event, which must greatly distress the enemy, 
who, I am well informed, are much in want of 
provisions and naval stores.*' 

" TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ. 

** Sandwich, Gibraltar Bay, 
January 27th, 1780. 

" It is with the highest satisfaction that I can con- 
gratulate their Lordships on a signal victory ob- 
tained by his Majesty's ships under my command 
over the Spanish squadron commanded by Don 
Juan de Langara, wherein the Spanish Admiral, 
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and the greatest part of his squadron were either 
taken or destroyed. 

*' Having received repeated intelligence of a 
Spanish squadron, said to consist of fourteen sail 
of the line, cruising off Cape St. Vincent, I gave 
notice to all the captains upon my approaching the 
said Cape to prepare for battle ; and having passed 
it on the 16th in the morning with the whole con- 
voy, at one p. m., the Cape then bearing n. four 
leagues, the Bedford made the signal for seeing a 
fleet in the s. e. quarter. I immediately made the 
signal for the line of battle abreast, and bore down 
upon them ; but before that could be well effected, 
I perceived the enemy were endeavouring to form 
a line of battle ahead upon the starboard tack, and 
as the day was far advanced, and being unwilling 
to delay the action, at two p. m. I hauled down the 
signal for the line of bdttle abreast, and made the 
signal for a general chase, to engage as the ships 
came up by rotation, and to take the lee gage, in order 
to prevent the enemy's retreat into their own ports. 

'* At four p. M., perceiving the headmost ships 
very near the enemy, I made the general signal to 
engage and close*. In a few minutes, the four 
headmost ships began the action, which was re- 
turned with great briskness by the enemy. At forty 
minutes past four one of the enemy's line of battle 
ships blew up with a dreadful explosion. Every 

• On coming up with the Spanish fleet, the dusk precluding a 
perfect view and knowledge of the enemy's force, Sir George 
Rodney called the master of the Sandwich to him. ** Master/' 
said he " this ship is not to pay any attention to the merchant- 
men or small ships of war. Lay me alongside the biggest ship 
you can see, or the admiral, if there be one." 
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person perisbed.. At six p. m. one of the Spanish 
ships struck. The action and pursuit continued 
with a constant fire till two o'clock in the morning, 
at which time the Monarca, the headmost of all the 
enemy's ships, having struck to the Sandwich after 
reoeiving one broadside, and all firing havingceased, 
I made the signal, and brought to \ 

"The weather during the night was at times very 
tempestuous, with a great sea, which rendered it 
difficult to take possession of and shift the prisoners 
of those ships that had surrendered to his Majesty's 
arms. It continued very bad weather the next day, 
when the Royal George, Prince George, Sandwich, 
and several other ships, were in great danger, and 
under the necessity of making sail to avoid the 
shoals of St. Lucar, nor did they get into deep 
water till the next morning, when, having joined 
the convoy, and made Cape Spartel, I despatched 
two frigates to Tangier to acquaint his Majesty's 
consul with our success, that Great Britain wa.s 
again mistress of the Straits, and desiring him to 
hasten a supply of fresh provisions for the garrison. 
At sunset we entered the gut. 

" The gallant behaviour of the admirals, captains, 
officers, and men, I had the honour to command, 
was conspicuous ; they seemed actuated with the 

* In the coarse of the running fight in the night several ships 
were captured, among others that of Admiral Langara, and tne 
Monarca, which struck after one broadside from the Sandwich, 
Rodney's flag ship, and some were driven on shore snd lost. In 
the morning it became apparent what great risks had been ma 
by the bold measure of continuing the chase, for we found oat- 
selves by sodnding, and bj the white colour of the water of the 
Ma, to be close to the shoals of St. Lucar, lying between the 
coast of Portugal and Cadiz. Sir G. Biane. 
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same spirit, and were eager to exert themselves with 
the utmost zeal to serve his Majesty and to humble 
the pride of the enemy. 

** I may venture to affirm^ though the enemy 
made a gallant defence, that had the weather proved 
bat even moderate, or had the action happened in 
the day, not one of their squadron had escaped. 

" Inclosed I send a list of the Spanish squadron, 
as likewise of his Majesty's ships, with the damage 
they received. 

*' • Pbcenix, Don Juaia de Laogara, Admiral, 80 guns, 700 
maD ; taken, and brouglit into Gibraltar. 

" San AugustiD, 70 guns, 600 men ; escaped. 

" San Genaro, 70 guns, 600 men ; escaped. 

** San JuBto, 70 guns, 600 men ; escaped, much damaged. 

'*San LorenEo, 70 guns, 600 men; escaped, very nuch 
damaged. 

** San Julian, 70 guns, 600 men ; taken, officers shifted ; a Lieu- 
tenant with seventy men put on board, aftervi'ards went on shore. 

" San Eugenio, 70 guns, 600 men ; the officers shifted, but 
driven on shore on the breakers, and lost. 

** Monarca, 70 guns, 600 men ; taken and brought into Gib- 
l«lUr. 

'' Princessa, 70 guns, 600 men ; taken, and brought into Gib- 
raltar. 

" Diligente, 70 guns, 600 men ; taken, and brought into Gib- 
raltar. 

" San Domingo, 70 guns, 600 men ; blown up in action. 

** Santa Gertrude, %6 guns, 250 men ; escaped. 

" Santa Rosalia, 28 guns, 250 men ; escaped. 

* It is very remarkable, that Langara was Captain of the 
Phoenix when employed to carry Charles III. from Naples, to 
take possession of the crown of Spain in 1759, a year so distin- 
guished by the brilliant achievements of the British arms by 
sea and land, and in which Spain was involved in the Seven 
Years War, in virtue of the family compact of the house of 
Bourbon, and this was the same Langara (now a flag officer) 
who was made prisoner in her, twenty-one years afterwards. 

In consequence of this service of conveying the King, he had 
been created Marquis del Real Transporte. 
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" As the wind continued to blow hard westerly, I 
thought it forwarding his Majesty's service to make 
sure of the convoy's arriving safe at Minorca, by 
sending three copper-bottomed ships of the line to 
see them in safety otF that island, where I am sure 
they must have arrived before this time, as the 
wind has continued to blow hard westerly ever since 
they sailed." 

" TO LADY RODNEY. 

" Gibraltar, February 7th, 1780. 
" I SEND this letter by Captain Thompson *, who 
carries duplicates of the despatches, giving an ac- 
count of our great success in taking the greatest 
part of the Spanish fleet, which I hope will have 
arrived long before this comes to your hands. Cap- 
tain Thompson promises to deliver this letter him- 
self; and as he was the Captain I appointed to 
repeat my signals, if your curiosity leads you to 
hear the particulars of a sea-battle, he can better 

* It is a singular fact, that the news of this victory was first 
communicated to the British government by Mr. Fitzherbert 
(now Lord St. Helens), the then British minister at Brussels, 
to which court a despatch. had been sent express from Madrid ; 
in which it was pretended that the advantage was in favour of 
the Spanish Admiral. 

Mr. Fitzherbert, who was allowed a cursory view of it, with 
the practised eye of an adroit diplomatist, soon saw through 
the cheat, and without delay acquainted the British cabinet, 
that Sir George Rodney had gained a victory over Langara^s 
fleet. Captain Thompson did not arrive in England with the 
Admiral's official despatch till many days afterwards, he as well 
as Captain Mac Bride, who was charged with a duplicate 
thereof, having encountered the most tempestuous weather and 
adverse winds during a voyage of nearly a month. 

Mr. Fitzherbert's. letter reached London on the 12th of 
February. 
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inform you than any other person. John had the 
honour to command a gun, and he will be a Lieu- 
tenant as soon as I leave this place, a vacancy 

being kept for him. is appointed Captain to 

Commodore E — . Indeed his health requires his 
stay here, and between you and me, he has forgot 
his profession, and is but a poor officer indeed. 

Don't tell this to . She will never forgive me, 

but 'tis strictly true. Tom Briton will now be a 
very fine gentleman, and if his promotion does not 
turn his head, his fortune is made. I have made 
him purser of the Shrewsbury, seventy-four guns, 
which is going with me to the West Indies, a good 
vacancy upon the death of the purser, which cannot 
be disputed. 

" The Spanish men of war we have taken are 
much superior to ours. I own they surprise me. 
Spain, in all her provinces, severely feels the blow 
she has received. Despair and consternation pre- 
vail in every part, and she who lately was the 
attacker, every moment expects to be attacked, and 
should be so, had I not orders to go on other ser- 
vice. I have likewise relieved Minorca, and Great 
Britain this moment reigns sovereign of the Medi- 
terranean as well as of the ocean. When I go from 
this place, the case may be somewhat altered, but 
not as it was before our success. But one ship of 
the Spanish fleet is arrived at Cadiz, and she in a 
most shattered condition. She had even struck, but 
the badness of the night prevented the taking pos- 
session. Judge what the unhappy natives of that 
city must feel. All the officers' families live there. 
Tlie Spaniards execrate the French. The Spanish 
Admiral told me he was ready to give his parole of 
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honour never to serve against England, but that he 
would with pleasure serve with England i^ainst 
France. It is the sentiment of them all. So much 
for war. Now, my dear, I must beg you will write 
as soon as possible by the packet, and by the Admi*. 
ralty, directed for me at Barbadoes. I long to know 
how the King^ ministers, and nation, received the 
news of our success. One thing I can say without 
dread of reproach, — that I can defy envy, malice, 
or even villany^ to tax me with not having done my 
duty even to the utmost extent ; but without a tbo* 
rough change in naval affairs, the discipline of our 
navy will be lost. I could say much, Imt will not. 
You will hear of it from themselves. I have done 
them all like honour, but it was because I would 
not have the world believe that there were officers 
slack in their duty. Keep this to yourself. My 
stay here will be l»it short. The moment the wind 
eomes to the east we go. I am impatient to bear 
bow my dear girls go on. My lov« most alKee- 
tionately atten<^ them.*' 

The sentiments herein expressed, in the confix 
dence of private intercourse, clearly jwove that the 
Admiral had already discovered amoogst the supe^ 
rior officers of his fleet the seeds of insubordination 
and disrespect, which soon after ripened into a 
state of disobedience little short of mutiny ; and 
which, from its disastrous and mortifying results, 
almost drove him to madness. How galling must 
it have been to a man of his open and candid mind, 
to have found himself compelled to adopt what he 
deemed the most prudent course, — of abstainingf 
from the censure of those officers who failed in 
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their duty in this action 1 Had the British nation 
been aware at the time of the real state of the ease, 
they would have given him the most unqualified 
praise for this brilliant achievement. As it was, he 
did all that man could do under such circum. 
stances; combining with much nautical skill, quick, 
ness of conception, promptness of execution, and 
excellent judgment, both prior to and after the 
action. 

But whatever were the talents Rodney displayed 
as a naval commander, there was a more splendid 
part of his character which, on this occasion, had 
ample scope for developing itself. Before his suc- 
cess against Admiral Langara, the English prisoners 
in Spain had been treated with the greatest inhu^ 
manity, and it required more than an ordinary 
strength of constitution to exist for any length of 
time in a Spanish prison. 

When the Spanish Admiral fell into the hands 
of Rodney, both himself, his officers, and men, ex- 
pected to meet with the same treatment they hod 
been accustomed to give; but they were astonished 
to 6nd in Sir George a man who felt; for their mis- 
fortunes, relieved their wants> and who, by his 
polite behaviour to his prisoners, made a powerful 
impression upon the minds of the Spaniards^ which 
cooki not fail to procure a mitigation of the suffer- 
ings of English prisoners in Spain. He represented 
the miserable condition of his countrymen in the 
enemy's country, and obtained a promise that 
Englishmen, when prisoners in Spain, should be 
made as comfortable as their situation would per- 
mit. 

This was^ doing his country a service, which will 
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make him stand as high in the estimation of good 
men as the most astonishing display of courage, 
which is not always inseparable from a cultivated 
mind. The correspondence which took place on 
this subject between the British and Spanish admi- 
rals exhibits a high feeling of humanity, of courtesy, 
and of noble-mindedness, which remind one of the 
chivalry of earlier times. Such traits as these do 
honour to human nature, to the nation they belong 
to, and to themselves, and are consoling to the 
reflecting mind amidst the sufferings and miseries 
of war. 

In a letter addressed to Mr. Stephens, at that 
time Secretary to the Admiralty, he says, " I must 
desire you will please to acquaint their Lordships 
that every attention possible has been paid to the 
Spanish admiral and his officers. They are ex- 
tremely desirous of returning to Spain upon their 
parole of honour; but, as I am informed that a 
great number of his Majesty's subjects are now 
prisoners in Spain, I have declined giving them 
any assurances till the British subjects are released, 
having received yesterday by the Shrewsbury, from 
Lisbon, a letter from his Majesty's consul-general 
in Portugal, acquainting me that he had released 
six hundred and six Spanish prisoners, and though 
frequent promises had been made, he had not as 
yet received one in return. This letter from Sir 
John Hort has confirmed me in the resolution I 
had before taken, viz. not to release any prisoners 
but upon the Spaniards delivering up all the British 
subjects at present in Spain, and then only man 
for man. However gratifying or convenient it may 
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prove to individuals, the great and general line of 
hostility is never to be forgot. In vain we may 
conquer, if unconditional promissory notes can 
forthwith put new arms into the enemy's hands, 
and they openly avail themselves of British gene- 
rosity without making a just return, and detain 
the British seamen in their prisons. 

*' I have the sincere satisfaction to assure their 
Lordships," adds Rodney, " that the five Spanish 
men-of-war are as fine ships as ever swam. They 
are now completely refitted, manned, and put in 
the line of battle, and, I will answer for them, will 
do their duty as English men-of-war, should the 
enemy give them an opportunity." 

'' TO ADMIRAL DON JUAN DE LANGARA. 

" Gibraltar, 6th February^ 1780. 

" Admiral Rodney presents his compliments to 
Senor Don Juan de Langara, and will have great 
pleasure in complying with his desire relative to 
the release of the three friars belonging to the 
Capuchins' mission for the province of Cumana, 
should those friars be in the fleet. 

" The Admiral, whose inclination is ever to alle- 
viate the misfortunes of war, by showing every 
respect and attention to those brave men who have 
done their duty to their king and country, is under 
the necessity of informing Seiior Don Juan de 
Langara, that the release of himself and the Spanish 
officers entirely depends upon Spain's immediately 
releasing all the British prisoners now in her power. 
An equal number of prisoneTs will be returned for 
those sent by Spain. 

" Humanity obliges the Admiral to offer those 
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prisoners who are now sick, if they may be received 
by the Spanish general ; but this shaU be the last 
time, unless an exchange takes place.'' 

'' Don Joan de Langara presents his respects to 
his Excellency, Admiral Rodney, and returns 
thanks for his offer of releasing the three ecclesi- 
astics, whose president's memorial was transmitted 
to him. 

*' He observes what his Excellency says respecU 
ing the Spanish officers' release ; also what relates 
to the sick ; on which subject he can only inform 
his Excellency, (as be has done before through 
Admiral Digby,) that he has written to Spain, 
communicating what was imparted by that gentle- 
man, and believes he will very shortly have an 
answer, of which he will give notice to his Excel- 
lency. 

" The Spanish General again repeats his respects 
to Admiral Rodney." 

On the 10th of the month, Rodney, again ad- 
dressing Langara, says, " The delay of your court 
in restoring the subjects of the King, my master, 
to that liberty so justly their due, after more than 
one thousand Spanish prisoners have been delivered 
without returning even one British subject, is such 
a contempt, as behoves me, as a British Admiral, 
to act becoming a faithful and diligent servant to 
my royal master. All prisoners, therefore, what- 
ever rank they may have, I am determined shall 
be conveyed to England in his Majesty's ships. I 
am, therefore, pnder the necessity of acquainting 
you that proper accommodations shall immediately 
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be made for you and your equipage on board one 
of his Majesty's ships, and proper boats will attend 
to-morrow morning to receive yourself, your bag- 
gage, and servants to embark for England. Proper 
attention shall likewise be paid to all those brave 
officers who had the honour of serving under your 
command. 

*' Believe me. Sir, I feel most sensibly for your 
situation — so near your country and family, and 
neglected by those who ought to have showed every 
respect due to a brave officer, who has so gallantly 
discharged the duty he owed his king and country. 
Nothing can alter this determination but the release 
of all the British prisoners of war before my leaving 
this place, which will be as soon as possible. '^ 

" TO HIS EXCELLENCY ADMIRAL RODNEY. 

« Gibraltar, February 11th, 1780. 

" With the greatest satisfaction, I have this mo- 
ment received from the Commander-in-chief of the 
camp at St. Roque, the letter, of which a copy is 
annexed*, in which is written an article of the 
King my master's orders, despatched by the minis- 
ter of war. Count de Reila. 

*' By this document, your Excellency will per- 
ceive the good disposition of my court to carry into 
execution the exchange of prisoners; and how 
greatly the good treatment has been esteemed, 
which I reported that myself and officers had re- 
ceived from your Excellency, is manifested by the 
contents of the said orders. 

'* Likewise, your Excellency will see by the 
General of the camp's letter, that to-morrow, at 
12 o'clock, the prisoners who are in that neigh- 
• Not inserted here. 
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bourhood will come, and^ as I calculate^ from the 
distance and bad roads at this season^ those at 
Cordova wiJl arrive at the latest in a fortnight. 

" In virtue of this security, which can I'eave no 
doubt of the carrying into execution the exchange 
of prisoners, I do not doubt your Excellency wfll 
fulfil your proposal with respect to the exchange of 
the Spaniards, and permissicm for all the officers to 
go to Spain on parole of honour, as your Excel- 
lency offered me. 

" The said article of the King my master's orders 
appears to be confined to the British officers and 
midshipmen that navigated the St. Julien. As this 
disposition of the King my master bears the same 
date as the proposition which the Director-General 
of the Spanish fleet made for the exchange of all 
the English prisoners, and merely in consequence 
of the liberty given to five officers of the said ship, 
it is not to be doubted that likewise all the English 
prisoners that are in the dominions of Spain will 
be given up, upon which I also write to-day to my 
court. 

** From this certain conclusion, fully manifested 
by the resolution the General of the camp has 
taken of immediately sending the prisoners under 
his orders, I take upon me to oflTer your ExcdQency 
that the whole of them shall be transmitted, or that 
I will appear in any part of his British Majesty's 
dominions that your Excellency may appoint, till 
it be fulfilled. 

" I make your Excellency a fresh offer of my 
obedience and true desire to serve you; and that 
God may preserve your Excellency many years. 
" Joan de Lanoara.'' 
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*' TO HIS EXCELLENCY ADMIRAL RODNEY. 

" Gibraltar, February llth, 1780. 

•* Most Excellent Sir, 
*' Dear Sir, — In answer to the letter which youir 
Excellency was pleased to write to me to-day, I 
am to inform you, that I apprehend my court does 
not know, nor did I till now, the number of Spanish 
prisoners enlarged, nor that the time which has 
elapsed between the first instant and now, has been 
sufficient for the English prisoners in Spain to have 
arrived. 

" As your Excellency knows, I wrote to my im* 
mediate superior officer, the Director-General of 
the King my master's fleet. He answered me, as I 
told your Excellency, that he had written to the 
Captain-General of the province, and that he had 
given orders for their being most expeditiously sent. 
If in effect it became necessary, or is regular, to 
have the approbation of the court, still the prisoners 
will not experience delay ; and I expect, with pain- 
ful apprehension, that they may think I have acted 
improperly, if, on their arrival, the exchange is 
frustrated by our prisoners being carried away. I 
am much obliged by the honour your Excellency 
is pleased to bestow on me, and for your condolence 
for my melancholy situation ; and from these senti* 
ments, I place the greatest confidence in your ge- 
nerous humanity, considering the weak state of my 
health, and the urgent necessity of re-establishing 
it, being greatly reduced by several bleedings ne- 
cessary for the cure of my wounds in the action, 
and an attack of the scurvy under which I labour, 
which renders it impossible for me to go to sea, 
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without a violation of every law of humanity ; for 
which reason I entreat your Excellency^ that you 
will he pleased to grant me permission to pass to 
Spain upon my parole of honour, to give attention 
to the re-estahiishment of my healthy or at least to 
remain at Gibraltar till the exchange takes place : 
and that your Excellency will please for that end 
to leave some Spanish prisoners here, tliat I may 
not be reduced to the necessity of suffering the vio- 
lence of embarking in a weak state that does not 
permit it. 

" If to attend on my person, your Excellency 
will deign to leave the captain of my ship, Don 
Juan di Milgarigo, my major, Don Juan Joseph 
Garcia, and his aide-de-camp, Don Juan Smith, to 
share the same lot with me, and under the same 
conditions, I shall esteem it a particular favour, for 
which I shall lie under a constant obligation to 
your Excellency, whose life I pray God to preserve 
many years. 

" I kiss your Excellency's hand, — your most at- 
tentive and certain servant, 

'* Juan de Langara.** 

" Nothing can give me more pleasure, says Rod- 
ney in reply to the Spanish Admiral, " than having 
it in my power to show my high regard for your 
Excellency, and the gallant officers who had the 
honour to serve under your command. To allevi- 
ate the miseries and calamities that attend on war, 
as far as may be consistent with the duty of officers 
entrusted with great commands, humanity, as well 
as national character, demands at their hands. 

" That this has ever been the characteristic of 
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the British nation is well known to the whole world. 
Spanish honour has likewise ever been proverbial 
with us. 

*' I, therefore, cannot doubt, since I had the ho- 
nour of receiving your Excellency's letters, but 
that his Catholic Majesty, your royal master, will 
give orders for the release of all the King my 
master's subjects now prisoners of war in his domi- 
nions. 

'* I am extremely sorry to hear that your Excel- 
lency's health has been so much impaired, and your 
wounds not yet perfectly healed. I hope your 
return to the Marchioness and your friends will 
contribute soon to restore both. 

" I have myself sincere satisfaction in requesting 
you to write to her Excellency with despatch, ac- 
quainting her that your stay at Gibraltar will be no 
longer than the formality required in signing the 
parole of honour for yourself, and the other Spanish 
officers signing theirs. 

" Permit me. Sir, to congratulate you upon the 
deserved honour your Sovereign has bestowed upon 
you since your engagement with the British fleet. 

" That health to enjoy it, with every happiness, 
may long attend you, is the fervent prayer of him 
who has the honour to be, &c. &c. &c. 

" G. B. Rodney." 

" By your Excellency's obliging letter of this 
day's date," writes Langara, " I find you are pleased 
to permit me to pass to Spain for the re-establish- 
ment of my health, as well as to grant leave for all 
my officers to go and rest themselves after their 
fatiguing cruises. 
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^' I return your Exc^Ueucy my beat thanks for 
this mark of favour, and for the kind es^pressions 
you so particularly honour me with on the prescsnt 
occasion, as well as on that of my promotion, for 
which I am indebted to my lying's gracious bounty. 

" I instantly complied with your Excellency's 
desire, by acquainting the Marchioness of this trans- 
action, that she may be sensible of your Excellency's 
kindness towards her ; and I promise your Excel- 
lency my best offices, during the war, in behalf of 
the British prisoners, and even that of their ex- 
change. 

" With the greatest satisfaction I tender your 
Excellency my best respects, hoping you wiU hoinour 
me with your orders, and, as I judge I may pass to 
the camp of St. Iloque to-morrow, you will please 
to lay your commands on me, in full confidence of 
my most sincere desire to obey them. 

" I have the honour to be, &c. &c. &c. 
" Juan de Lanoara.'' 

Thus terminated the correspondence of these two 
brave commanders, than which nothing can be more 
touching or more worthy of admiration. Who could 
read without emotion the letter of Don Juan, re- 
signed, yet dignified in the midst of his misfortunes, 
wherein he solicits permission for himself and his 
officers to return to Spain on their parole, for reco- 
very and repose after their gallant but unsuccessful 
exertions ? and what Briton would not glory in his 
countryman Sir George Rodney's courteous, hu- 
mane, and generous reply ? 

On the 13th of February, Sir George having re- 
lieved Minorca, and landed the provisions and stores 
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at Gibraltar* sailed from the bay to fulfil the ulterior 
object of the service he was charged with^ and ar- 
lived at St. Lucie on the 28th of Marcih, having 
f>reYiously touched at Barbadoes^ where be was 
seized with indisposition^ and remaijaed <m shore 
for some days. 

On the 29th of the same month, the Admiral re^ 
ceived the thanks of both houses of Parliament. 

Here Rodney had the happiness to receive letters 
from Lady Eodney, in which she says, " Every 
body is beyond measure delighted, as well as 
astonished, at the great success you have met with ; 
as by the way of France, the news of your engage- 
ment with the Spanish fleet, on the 16ith of January^, 
Is arrived. Lideed, it is impossible to describe the 
general applause that is bestowed upon you ; or to 
mention the number of friea^s who bave called to 
congratulate me on this happy event. It is not 
on}y ^ source of gratification to individuals, but to 
the nation in general ; and the ministerial people 
feel it very sensibly. It is a lucky stroke for them 
at this juncture. To say how happy it has made 
me is impossible ; at the same time the cruel sus- 
pense of not hearing under your own hand that 
you are safe and well is dreadful. 

* During the continuance of the squadron at Gibraltar, the 
Spanish Admiral, Langara, paid a visit to Admiral Digbj, and 
was presented to his Royal Highness Prince WiUiam Henry. 
During the conference between the Admirals, Prince WiUiiim 
retired ; but when it was intimated that Don Juan wished to 
return, his Royal Highness appeared in his character of mid- 
shipman, and respectfully informed the Admiral that the boat 
was ready. The Spanish Admiral, astonished to see the son of 
a monarch doing the duty of a petty officer, exclaimed, ** Well 
does Great Britain merit the empire of the seas, when the hum- 
blest stations of her navy are filled by Princes of the blood !" 
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'* The winds continue in such points as render 
it impossible for any accounts from you to reacli 
us * ; and I am absolutely worn out with expecta- 
tion, as every morning produces some fresh reports 
about you, and every one seems eager to hear of* 
you. I trust to Heaven that good news will soon 
satisfy us all.'' 

His eldest daughter, then only thirteen years of 
age, sent her little mite of congratulations also. 

'* I wrote you by Captain WaJsingham," says she, 
" but I fancy you will get this first, so I will again 
wish you joy of your repeated successes. Every- 
body almost adores you ; and every mouth is full of 
your praise. Both your letters are reckoned exceed- 
ing good ones. The Tower and the Park guns were 
fired last Monday ; and that night and the next 
there were illuminations. 

'* My sisters are quite well, and poor Loup is in 
perfect health, and as fat as when you left him. 
He knows your name very well; and even now, 
when he hears a carriage, he runs to the door, and 
listens very attentively. I am sure he will know 
you when you come back, which I hope will be 
soon, — ^I mean when you have done some more 
things in that part of the world you are in now. I 
hope we shall have more news from you soon. 
Every body expects it daily, for the wind is west. 
I wish you a great deal more success, and am your 
affectionate daughter, 

"Jane." 

* Sir George's official despatch had not then arrived in Eng- 
land. 
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March 6th. 
"We got your letter, my dear papa, this morning. 
I am afraid you are worse than you say you are, 
for you write very low spirited, I think. Pray keep 
yourself as quiet as you can. It would be horrid for 
you to have a fever in the hot country you are in, 
and people you do not know to wait upon you. 
But I will hope for the best, and that you are by 
this time quite well. God bless you, and send 
you health.^* 

Lord Sandwich, in a letter dated 8th March, 
thus expresses himself. 

" I scarcely know how to find words to congra- 
tulate you enough upon your late glorious successes, 
and upon the eminent service you have done your 
country. 

" The worst of my enemies now allow that I 
have pitched upon a man who knows his duty, and 
is a brave, honest, and able officer. I will not tire 
you with panegyric, but am not the less eager in 
dealing out to all around me the praises due to 
your merit. I have obtained you' the thanks of 
both Houses of Parliament. In the House of Lords 
I made the motion myself; and mentioned what, 
perhaps, you were not aware of, that you had taken 
more line-of-battle ships than had been captured in 
any one action in either of the two last preceding 
wars. I am also in hopes that before Captain 
Walsingham sails, I shall be able to prevail on his 
Majesty to give some more substantial proofs of 
his approbation of your conduct, than the very 
honourable ones that are conveyed to you in words 
of applause and congratulation. 
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" You are now going to figure in another climate^ 
where 1 hope and believe you will do yourself and 
me as much credit as you have already done. You 
cannot conceive the expectations we all have here 
ikom the great beginning you have made. Depend 
upon it you «hall be nobly supported ; and though 
the enemy, I am persuaded^ mean to make the 
West Indies the great scene of action, I hope we 
shall be able to give you a superiority of force, or 
at least an equality, which, with your conduct, will 
be the same thing. 

'' 1 fear the picture you give of the faction in 
your fleet is too well drawn. It is still very preva- 
lent here, but not what it was a year ago. Time 
and moderation, in those that are high in the naval 
de4)artment, will, by degrees, get the better of this 
bane of our discipline, and of every thing that is 
valuable and comfortable in the service. I trust in 
your perseverance in discouraging it as much as I 
do, and by pursuing a steady plan here, and within 
your command, which is now almost equal to our 
force at home, I doubt not but that we shall lay 
this many-headed Hydra at last asleep. 

" I most exceedingly applaud your resolution to 
shut your ears against the illiberal language of 
your officers, who are inclined to arraign each 
other's conduct. I have heard some whispers of 
the same kind, but have followed your example in 
giving no countenance to them, knowing that they 
proceed from the private animosities that now dis- 
tract the service. You have done nobly ; all the 
nation is on your side collectively, and it must be 
excess of weakness among yourselves, if your own 
divisions give an opening to tarnish those laurels 
which you have so justly merited. 
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*' I perceive- you cry out loudly for coppered 
ships, and I am therefore determined to stop your 
mouth. You shall have copper enough, and you 
shall have every thing' that I can give towards 
proving the truth and regard with which I am your 
very sincere friend," &c. &c. &c. 

That part of Sir George Rodney's service which 
places his merit iin the strongest point of view, — 
that part of it also which is least known^ and least 
understood, and, therefore, worst appreciated, is 
that which occurred immediately after his arrival 
in the West Indies. Exactly one month after his 
reaching Barhadoes, he encountered the French 
fleet, of twenty-three ships of the line, with that 
under his command consisting of twenty-one. By 
a masterly piece of seamanship he gained the wind 
of the enemy, which gave him the advantage of 
choosing his distance; and by another masterly 
manoeuvre he contrived to bring his compact line- 
of-battle against about one half of the enemy, sail- 
ing parallel on the same tack, so that the two fleets 
being very near, with the weather-gage in favour of 
Ae British, Sir George had a prospect of a certain 
and decisive victory, by putting before the wind, 
and getting close alongside of one half of the 
enemy, overpowering them long before they could 
be succoured by the other half. The signal was 
accordingly made for close battle, and every ship 
to attack her opposite. Neither of these signals 
was obeyed. The leading ship, in place of putting 
up the helm, and bearing down, made sail on the 
same direction, construing the signal to mean by 
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opposite, not that immediately to leeward, but the 
corresponding ship, that is, the headmost of the 
enemy's line. Most of the other ships were more 
or less guilty of the like error, so that the whole 
advantage of the day was lost ; and in place of a 
certain victory, there resulted only a drawn battle. 

Never, perhaps, was a commander placed in 
more trying and embarrassing circumstances. It 
was quite impossible to measure the degree of de- 
linquency of the great majority of the flag-officers 
and captains, so as to bring them to trial; nor 
could he have officers enough of ascertained good 
conduct to try the others ; and to have attempted a 
number of courts martial would have proved the 
ruin of the service. All this, properly weighed and 
understood, will abundandy account for the ambi- 
guity of the Admiral's official letter, giving an 
account of the action. The impossibility of know- 
ing whether ignorance, want of zeal, cowardice, or 
disaffection, operated most in the conduct of indi- 
viduals, made him indulgently ascribe it to the 
least culpable of these, namely, ignorance ; and his 
letter to the leading captain* is a masterpiece of 
good sentiment, good style, and the most patriotic 
feelings and principles. 

The decision in regard to the treatment of the 
captains, in the midst of such delicate circum- 
stances, indicated the most exquisite good judg- 
ment. What did he do? He singled out one of 
them, who had not only, in common with so many 
others, disobeyed the signal for close action, but 

* Captain Carkett, of the Stirling Castle, 
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also most flagrantly those made to him individually 
to that purpose — put him under instant arrest, and 
as soon as an eligible opportunity offered, brought 
him to trial, and he was broke by sentence of a 
court martial. The effect of this example was ad* 
mirable, and the ensuing treatment of the other 
captains brought the fleet into the most perfect dis- 
cipline. This treatment consisted in putting them 
under a long course of naval evolution, in which 
good seamanship and strict obedience were neces- 
sary ; and the nature of the service most happily 
coincided with this determination of putting them 
to school, as it were ; for in the following month. 
May, 1780, the French fleet having stole to wind* 
ward of Martinique, in order, as was said, to protect 
a Spanish convoy, he immediately went in pursuit 
of them. The British fleet weighed from Gros Islet 
Bay on the 6th of May, and continued, in the face 
of a strong east wind, to turn for six nights and 
days before clearing the passage, and getting sight 
pf the enemy. This afforded an incomparable op- 
portunity for nautical practice ; for during all that 
time there was an incessant tacking, sometimes all 
together, but chiefly in succession — ^an arduous 
manoeuvre for twenty sail of the line. At the be- 
ginning of these evolutions, there was a frequent 
missing of stays, which the Admiral lost no oppor- 
tunity of rebuking ; but after the practice of a few 
days and nights, no such thing occurred as the 
missing of stays. That palpable want of respect 
for command, so observable in the beginning of the 
campaign, also disappeared. Though the Admiral, 
both by nature and habit, was of a placid temper, 
and mild, conciliating manners, as might be ex- 
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pected of one who had spent much of his life in the 
world of fashion, he judged it on this occasion mat- 
ter of good policy to assume a certain degree of 
sternness of demeanour *. In short, from whatever 
cause it proceeded, whether from the prompt and 
signal example put in practice on one of them- 
selves, the great improvement in tactical expertness, 
or the respect (one might almost say fear) impressed 
on them by one whom they looked upon as unfitted 
for such a command, in consequence of long habits 
of life in peace, among people of fashion in France 
and England, it so happened that during other six 
days and nights, in turning in the face of the 
enemy, with a view to bringing them to a decisive 

* The policy pursued by Lord Nelson for securing the obedi- 
ence of his captains was the reverse of this, but equally success- 
fuL This great commander cultivated the personal attachment 
of those under his orders by familiar and confidential intercourse. 
After settling in his mind the plan of a campaign, or mode of 
attack, he communicated it to his captains^ sometimes sepa- 
rately, sometimes collectively, as if to consult them on the 
soundness of what he projected, putting the case to them rather 
in the interrogative and consulting tone than as what he had 
decided upon, leaving an opening for their lights and corrections ; 
and it is believed, that he occasionally stated the case differently 
from what he had secretly decided on, but led them to offer an 
opinion or advice in accordance with his real determination, in 
order to pay them the flattering compliment of having amended 
his plan, " Your idea,'* he would say, " is the best of the two." 
This illustrates bow the same end may be attained by different, 
and even opposite means, according to the difference of circum- 
stances. Lord Nelson's captains had lived with him in habits 
of affectionate personal intercourse, loving and respecting him. 
Lord Rodney had little or no acquaintance with the great majo- 
rity of them, and had reason to believe that they neither loved 
nor respected him much ; but by a demeanour suited to such 
circumstances, he equally secured the obedience and co-opera- 
tion of his captains, after the first misunderstanding or neglect 
of duty. 
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action, no fleet could make a finer display of obe- 
dience and seamanship. During these six days, 
the enemy kept their wind so strenuously, that 
they could not be reached except by indecisive 
actions on the 15th and 19th of that month, inso- 
much that the fruitless pursuit was given up ; and 
the fleet being in want of repair, refreshment, and 
proper treatment of the sick and wounded, steered 
for Barbadoes on the 20th. 

Before submitting to the reader the details of 
Rodney's encounters with the French fleet under 
Count de Guichen, it will be proper to state, that 
on the Admiral's arrival at Barbadoes, from Gibral- 
tar, he could obtain no information respecting the 
fleet under the command o Rear-Admiral Parker, 
that officer having neglected to station any frigates 
or small vessels to look out for him. This unex- 
pected, and, as it happened, unlucky circumstance, 
both embarrassed and chagrined him exceedingly. 
He joined him at length at St. Lucie, and took 
upon himself the command of his Majesty's fleet in 
those seas. 

Hearing that Monsieur de Guichen had sailed 
on the 15th April, with his whole fleet from Fort 
Royal harbour, Rodney instantly went in quest of 
him, and brought him to action on the 17th. 

General Vaughan, who had accompanied him in 
the Sandwich, bore the following testimony to his 
gallant conduct in a letter addressed to Lord George 
Germaine : — " No ship could have been led on with 
more gallantry; nor do the annals of the navy 
record a greater character than Sir George sup- 
ported, in setting the noblest of examples ; but to 

6 
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attempt his praise would be detracting from his 
merit, which surpasses applause/' 

Previously to Rodney's junction with Rear-Ad- 
miral Parker, the French fleet had paraded for 
several days before St. Tiucie with twenty-five ships 
of the line, and eight frigates, full of troops, and 
were in hopes of surprising the island ; but they 
were disappointed in their views by the good dis- 
position made of the troops by General Vaughan, 
and of the ships by Rear-Admiral Piirker. 

In his official letter to the Admiralty, Rodney 
says, " The enemy retired into Fort Royal Bay a 
few hours before my arrival at Gros Islet Bay, on 
the 27th of March. 

" As soon as the fleet could be possibly got 
ready, I determined to return their visit, and offer 
them battle; and accordingly, on the 2nd of Aprils 
proceeded with the whole fleet off Fort Royal Bay, 
where for two days I offered the enemy battle, the 
fleet being near enough to count all their guns, and 
at times within random shot of some of their forts. 
Monsieur de Guichen, notwithstanding his superior 
numbers, chose to remain in port. I thought it 
most proper, for his Majesty's service, to leave a 
squadron of copper-bottomed ships to watch the 
motions of the enemy ; and to give me timely 
notice should they attempt to sail. With the other 
I anchored in Gros Islet Bay, ready at a moment's 
warning to cut or slip, in order to pursue or engage 
the enemy, should they leave Fort Royal Bay. In 
this situation, both fleets remained till the Idth in- 
stant, when the enemy, with their whole force, put 
to sea, in the middle of the night; immediate notice 
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of which being given me, I followed them; and 
having looked into Fort Royal Bay, and the road 
of St. Pierre's, on the 16th, we got sight of them 
about eight leagues to leeward of the Pearl Rock. 
A general chase to the north-west followed, and at 
five in the evening we plainly discovered that they 
consisted of twenty-three sail of the line, one fifty- 
gun ship, three frigates, a lugger, and a cutter. 
When night came on, T formed the fleet in a line 
of battle a-head, and ordered the Venus and Grey- 
hound frigates to keep between his Majesty's and 
the enemy's fleets, to watch their motions, which 
was admirably well attended to by that good and 
veteran officer. Captain Ferguson. The manoeuvres 
the enemy made during the night indicated a wish 
to avoid battle, which I was determined they should 
not, and therefore counteracted all their motions. 

" At day-light, on the morning of the 17th, we 
saw the enemy distinctly beginning to form the line 
a-head. I made a signal for the line a-head, at two 
cables' length distance. At forty-six minutes after 
six, I gave notice that my intention was to attack 
the enemy*s rear with my whole force, which signal 
was answered by every ship in the fleet. At seven, 
A. M. perceiving the fleet too much extended, I made 
the signal for the line of battle at one cable's length 
only. At thirty minutes after eight, a. m., I made 
a signal for the line of battle abreast, each bearing 
from the other n. by w., and s. by e. and bore 
down upon the enemy. This signal was pene- 
trated by them, who, discovering my intention, 
wore, and formed a line of battle on the other tack. 
I immediately made the signal to haul the wind, 
and form the line of battle a-head. At nine^A.m., 
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made the signal for the line of battle ar-head^ at two 
cables' length, on the larboard tack. 

" The different movements of the enemy obliged 
me to be very attentive, and watch every opportu- 
nity that offered of attacking them to advantage. 

" The manoeuvres made by his Majesty's fleet 
will appear to their Lordships by the minutes of 
the signals made before and during the action*. 
At eleven, a. m., I made the signal to prepare for 
battle, to convince the whole fleet I was determined 
to bring the enemy to an engagement. At Mty 
minutes after eleven, a. m., I made the signal for 
every ship to bear down, and steer for her opposite 
in the enemy's line, agreeable to the 21st article of 
the additional fighting instructions. At fifty-five 
minutes after eleven, a.m., I made the signal for 
battle — a few minutes after, that it was my inten- 
tion to engage close, and, of course, the Admiral's 
ship to be the example. A few minutes before one, 
p. M., one of the headmost ships began the action. 
At one, P.M., the Sandwich in the centre, after 
having received several fires from the enemy, began 
to engage. Perceiving several of our ships engag- 
ing at a distance, I repeated the signal for close 
action. The action in the centre continued till 
fifl:een minutes after four, p. m., when Monsieur de 
Guichen, in the Couronne, in which they had 
mounted ninety guns, the Triumphant, and Fen- 
dant, after engaging the Sandwich for an hour and 
a half, bore away. The superiority of the fire from 
the Sandwich, and the gallant behaviour of the 
officers and men, enabled her to sustain so unequal 

* For the signals made by Sir George Rodney in this action, 
.see Appendix. 
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a combat; though before attacked by them, she 
had beat three ships out of their line of battle, had 
entirely broke it, and was to leeward of the French 
admiral. 

" At the conclusion of the battle, the enemy 
might be said to be completely beat ; but such was 
the distance of the van and the rear from the centre, 
and the crippled condition of several ships, parti- 
cularly the Sandwich *, which for twenty-four hours 
was with difficulty kept above water, that it was 
impossible to pursue them that night without the 
greatest disadvantage. However, every endeavour 
was used to put the fleet in order ; and I have the 
pleasure to acquaint their Lordships, that on the 
20th we again got sight of the enemy's fleet ; and 
for three successive days pursued them, but with- 
out effect, they using every endeavour possible to 
avoid a second action, and endeavouring to push 
for Fort Royal, Martinique. We cut them off. To 
prevent the risk of another action, they took shelter 
under Guadaloupe. As I found it was in vain to 
follow them with his Majesty's fleet in the condi- 
tion the ships were in, and every motion of the 
enemy indicating an intention of getting to Fort 
Royal Bay, where alone they could repair their 
shattered fleet, I thought the only chance we had 
of bringing them again to action, was to be off that 
port before them, where the fleet under my com- 
mand now is, in daily expectation of their arrival. 
I have despatched frigates to windward and to lee- 
ward of every island, to give me notice of their 

* She had eighty shot in her hull, three of them between wind 
and water ; and a mast shot away. She expended 160 barrels 
of powder, and 3288 round shot. 
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approach. Admiral Parker acquaints me that seve- 
ral ships of the enemy's van were greatly disabled, 
and forced to bear away. His own ship was dam- 
aged, and the main-mast in great danger. 

"I cannot conclude without acquainting their 
Lordships, that the French Admiral, who appeared 
to me to be a brave and gallant officer, had the 
honour to be nobly supported during the whole 
action. 

" It is with concern inexpressible," adds Rodney, 
" mixed with indignation, that the duty I owe my 
Sovereign and my country compels me to acquaint 
your Lordships, that during the action with the 
French fleet on the 17th instant, the British flag 
was not properly supported/' 

The first error committed in this action was by 
the leading ship, the Stirling Castle, Captain Car- 
kett. First she attempted to get up with the lead- 
ing ship of the enemy ; and then, as soon as she 
was fired on, began to engage without closing. In 
this kind of fight, the enemy had all the advantage : 
he could elevate and fire his weather guns at leisure, 
which being heavy, and well pointed, crippled the 
British ships, and destroyed their men ; whilst the 
British shot fell short, without doing execution. 
The van, by extending too far, weakened the centre. 
The signal for closing was not obeyed except by a 
few particular ships. Several indeed hauled to 
windward out of the line. The fire being soon 
communicated by the enemy from the van to the 
rear, the Admiral bore down to engage the ship 
opposite. The Cornwall, one of his seconds, being 
attacked before she bore down, received and re- 
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turned the fire at that distance^ and lost more men 
than any other ship. The Yarmouth kept firing 
to windward of her on her starboard bow, without 
judgment or eflPect. The SuflPolk made a like use- 
less noise under the Admiral's stem. The Montagu 
and Intrepid were almost the only ships astern of 
the Admiral that were ever properly engaged. The 
Elizabeth hauled out of the line, and exposed the 
Ajax to two seventy-four gun ships, so that she 
was obliged to drop astern to save herself. The 
effort made by the Ajax, Terrible, Princess Royal, 
Grafton, and Trident, put the enemy's van in dis- 
order, and obliged them to break the line,- and take 
a new position. Had all the British ships, by the 
example of the Sandwich, bore down and closed 
with the enemy, they would have suffered much 
less, and the enemy could not possibly have stood 
the attack ; but so many ships keeping aloof in a 
dastardly manner, obliged those next to them to act 
as if they suspected treachery and defection*. In- 
deed, so open, scandalous, and disgraceful was the 
defection of the British fleet, as to bring tears of 
indignation from the officers on board the frigates, 
as they viewed the action. 

The Comte de Guichen in his official despatch 
wrote in very different terms of the behaviour of his 
officers. 

"The Comte de Guichen," said he "gives in- 
finite praise to the manner in which the ships 

* One brave man, a captain of a line-of-battle ship, who con- 
fessed that he suffered himself to be persuaded by his o£Scers to 
keep aloof till his conscience told him he ought to obey the 
signal and bear down, acknowledged that himself, and a great 
majority of the captains, deserved to be shot for disobedience. 
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fought, and to each Captain in particular, also the 
greatest encomiums on the conduct and bravery of 
the staff officers of the ships and troops, also on the 
firmness of the crews, which could be equalled only 
by that of the soldiers on board in all the three 
actions/' 

The British Admiralty deemed it advisable, with 
more policy perhaps than justice towards Rodney, 
to suppress the publication of the last pars^raph 
of his despatch. 

Never could a fairer opportunity have been of- 
fered to Britain of reaping a glorious and most 
important victory than was held out this day. 
Never was a more judicious disposition made, — 
never was greater skill seen in drawing up a fleet, 
nor greater coolness and intrepidity shown in time 
of action, than by Rodney. Experienced officers 
acknowledged they had never seen a more accurate 
and skilful arrangement. Those who fought in his 
presence admired his cool, undaunted bravery, and 
they all joined in affirming his whole conduct to 
have been masterly, and worthy of his rank and 
previous character ; and the tremendous fire of the 
Sandwich, and her unsupported condition, were the 
theme of every officer and seaman in* the fleet*. 

Of the behaviour of his officers in this action, 
Rodney speaks in terms of the severest reprobar 
tion, when writing to Lady Rodney. 

" This is the first opportunity," says he, " that 
has offered since I wrote by the Pegasus, Captain 

* Daring the whole of this action, a woman who was on 
board the Sandwich fought a twenty-four pounder gun, and after* 
wards attended the whole night upon the wounded men. 
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Bazeley, who has, I hope, hy this time been with 
you, and delivered my letter, and acquainted you 
with the whole transaction of my battle with the 
French, and the gallant behaviour of my captains, 
who, when victory, the most glorious victory ever 
obtained by a British fleet over the French, was in 
their power, chose to decline accepting it, and to 
be passive looker&on. My public letter will do 
them ample justice; and I hope the nation will 
make them an example to posterity of what those 
persons deserve who dare to betray their country*. 
" As you must be anxious to hear of our further 
operations, and what has happened since my last, 
when Captain Bazeley left me in pursuit of the 
enemy's fleet, I have the pleasure to tell you, that 
the French fleet, which had taken a large circuit, 
in the hopes of avoiding us, by the good look-out 

* The adverse fleet were, it may be presumed, not insensible 
spectators of the base and infatuated conduct of the captains of 
the British ships. It is not unlikely, indeed, that some mention 
of the circumstance might be found in their political journals of 
that day, and that ample justice was afforded to the brave and 
almost desperate resolution of the commander of the Sandwich, 
and the few other ships that did their duty properly. 

The Marquis de Bouill^, the French governor of Martinique, 
afterwards paid a visit to England, and became exceedingly in- 
timate with Lord Rodney. This engagement having on one 
occasion become the topic of conversation, the Marquis said, 
that one of his o£Scers was on board Count de Guichen's ship, 
and that the French admiral, appreciating the masterly manoeu- 
vre by which his opponent had contrived to force him into 
action, as well as the noble example he set in his own ship, 
betrayed, by his countenance and certain expressions, the anxiety 
he felt for the result of the conflict. This anxiety was in some 
manner shared by his military friend, who, however, upon ob- 
serving that few of the British fleet were disposed to partake of 
the glory and danger of the attack, relieved the spirits of De 
Guichen, by exclaiming, " Courage, General ! the English desert 
their commander.'' , 
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of my frigates, were discovered to windward of 
Martinique, endeavouring to steal into that island. 
I immediately put to sea, and got sight of them, 
but no inducement whatever would tempt them to 
risk another battle: and for fourteen days and 
nights the fleets were so near each other, that nei- 
ther officers nor men could be said to have had 
sleep. Nothing but the goodness of the weather 
and climate could have enabled us to endure so 
continual a fatigue. Had it been in Europe, half 
the people must have sunk under it. For my part, 
it did me good ; and as I had given public notice 
to all my captains, &.c. &c. &.C., that I should hoist 
my flag on board one of my frigates, and that I 
expected implicit obedience to every signal made, 
under the certain penalty of being instantly super- 
seded, it had an admirable effect, as they were all 
convinced, after their late gross behaviour, that 
they had nothing to expect at my hands but instant 
punishment to those who neglected their duty. My 
eye on them had more dread than the enemy's fire, 
and they knew it would be fatal. No regard was 
paid to rank — admirals as well as captains, if out 
of their station, were instantly reprimanded by 
signals, or messages sent by frigates: and, in spite 
of themselves, I taught them to be, what they never 
had been before — officers; and showed them that 
^ an inferior fleet, properly conducted, was more than 
i a match for one far superior ; and that France, with 
all her boasting, must give up the sovereignty of 
the sea to Great Britain, when, with twenty-three 
sail of the line opposed only to nineteen, she did 
not dare either to attack or stand a battle, but 
basely fled before them, and avoided by all possible 



LIFE OF LORD RODNEY. 91 

means any rencounter; but notwithstanding all 
their endeavours to the contrary, my van twice had 
an opportunity of attacking their rear, as they 
passed upon different tacks. The treatment they 
met with made them so shy, that we never could 
get near them again; and their ships being all 
clean, and mine so very foul, it was impossible to 
follow them with the least probability of overtaking 
them : and they having sailed out of sight, and 
three of my ships being sinking, and many inca- 
pable of keeping the sea longer, I was under the 
necessity of sending the sinking ships to St. Lucie, 
and with the others put into Barbadoes, to send 
the wounded men on shore, and to refit, as well as 
I can, my shattered fleet, not ten sail of which are 
really fit to go to sea. 

" John is perfectly well, and has had an oppor- 
tunity of seeing more service in the -short time he 
has been from England, than has fallen to the lot 
of the oldest captain in the navy. It will be of 
infinite service to him. He is now gone on a cruise, 
in one of my frigates, to look out for a Spanish 
fleet of twenty sail of the line, that I yesterday 
received an express from Commodore Johnstone 
had sailed from Cadiz, on the 28th ultimo, to the 
West Indies. Two other expresses are arrived this 
day from our friend Johnstone, with the same news, 
one of which saw and passed the Spanish fleet. 
To-morrow I sail in quest of them; and as the 
French fleet have got into Martinique in a very 
shattered condition, I hope to give a good account 
of the Spaniards before they can have an oppor- 
tunity of joining the French. I can go to sea with 
only fourteen sail, unless Mr. Walsingham joins 
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me, whom I have hourly expected for these six 
weeks past. Had the ministers suffered me to have 
taken the copper-bottomed ships with me that at- 
tended me to Gibraltar, the French fleet had been 
no more, and Martinique must have fallen again 
into our hands. What are they about? Are they 
determined to undo their country ? Is it fair that 
the British fleet should be so inferior to the French, 
and that the British officers and men are always to 
be exposed to superior numbers ? What right had 
the administration to expect anything but defeat ? 
They knew, and sent word more than four months 
since, that the Brest fleet, of seventeen sail of the 
line, was sailed for the West Indies, and yet even 
to this day no reinforcement has arrived from Eng- 
land. In all former wars, upon so important an 
occasion, long before this time, his Majesty's fleet 
on this station would have been reinforced with a 
sufficient fleet to have driven the enemy out of 
these seas. However, I will do my duty to my 
King and country, and nothing shall induce me to 
palliate the condition of the ships under my com- 
mand. The whole truth shall be told in my public 
letters, and let the blame lie where it ought.*' 

Rodney had soon after the satisfaction of receiv- 
ing letters from Lord North and Sir Fletcher Nor- 
ton, intimating that the thanks of both Houses of 
Parliament had been voted to him for his intrepid 
conduct in the late action with de Guichen, also 
one from the Earl of Sandwich. 

"Admiralty, May 27th, 1780. 

" Every time we hear from you," said his Lord- 
ship, " we receive fresh cause to approve your con- 
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duct. If you go on in the same style, you will 
oblige me to study how to write panegyric, which, 
till of late, I have had but little occasion to practise. 

" It is painful to me to enter into the contents 
of the letter you have written to me, as my indig- 
nation equals yours when I reflect that so noble an 
example, as you set to those under you, did not 
stimulate them to emulate your conduct. I hope 
you will not be fearful of pointing out the persons 
you think deserving of censure. In this you will 
have all the world on your side, as we shall not be 
satisfied unless those are brought to shame and 
punishment who have robbed you of the glory of 
destroying a considerable part of the naval force of 
France, though you gave them battle with an infe- 
rior fleet, and many of your ships scarce fit to keep 
the sea. 

" Was ever any thing so provoking as the deten- 
tion of Walsingham, who has been wind-bound 
these three months ? We are now doing every thing 
we can to reinforce you by single ships, and you 
may depend on your receiving every succour that 
can be spared, without manifest danger to the 
safety of this kingdom. 

" For God's sake contrive to send home your 
bad ships. We cannot bear to lose any of the 
line; our present list is too small, and we shall 
be open to much censure if we suffer any further 
diminution *. 

* In how fearfally low a state, as to ships of the Hoe, must 
the British navy have been left at this most critical juncture ! 
Had not Sir George Rodney captured the Spanish ships, in the 
action with Langara, (which proved an important accession of 
force to Great Britain,) or had the admiral sustained any re- 
verses in the West Indies, which nothing but his extraordinary 
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" I cannot wish you any thing more favourable 
than that you may go on as you have begun. If 
you pursue my advice in that particular, (which I 
have every reason in the world to think you willj 
you will probably be raised to as high a pitch of 
honour as any of the most distinguished characters 
in our naval annals, which must give inexpressible 
happiness to your friends, and to none more than 
" Your most obedient and 

" Faithful servant.'' 

In a letter of a later date the Earl again animad- 
verts upon the misbehaviour of Rodney's officers 
in the above mentioned action. 

" It is a painful subject to talk of the misbehaviour 
of several of those under your command. I am 
convinced/' said his Lordship, " that if they had 
followed your example, the navy of France would 
have received a blow which they could not have 
recovered for a considerable time, and which, very 
probably, would have procured us a peace, ,and 
one that would have been permanent. What those 
persons who have so basely deserted you, must, in 
their cooler moments, feel on this occasion, must, 
if they have any feeling, be a very heavy punish- 
ment, though I hope that, for the sake of example, 
you will have proceeded in form against some of 
the principal delinquents. 

" I am exceedingly obliged to you for the circum- 
stantial, though unpleasant account you give me of 

skill and good management prevented, the consequences might 
have been most fatal to the coontry, the safety of which mainly, 
if not entirely, depended upon the wisdom and courage of one 
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the behaviour and principles of some of the superior 
officers under your command. I shall treasure in 
my mind the very judicious information you have 
^ven me concerning^ them, and of course be cau- 
tious how they are ever employed in any thing that 
requires judgment or subordination, which, in my 
opinion, are the two principal requisites in a person 
Tvho seeks to figure in a military capacity. 

" We are in hourly expectation of hearing of 
more glorious actions from the fleet under your 
command, (for you must be aware that from the 
sample you have given us, we almost expect im- 
possibilities from you), and I am certain that I 
may safely venture to say, that no man before you 
was ever so popular as you are, who acquired his 
popularity by real merit. 

" The services you have already done your coun- 
try, are certainly eminent in the highest degree, 
and, I am persuaded, will meet with every proof of 
royal approbation : but I wait for the conclusive 
stroke of this campaign, to take the opportunity of 
pressing: for an adequate reward, and you may rest 
satisfied, that no opportunity shall be lost in which 
I can evince the truth and regard with which I am, 
&c. &c. &c. 

" Sandwich. 

" P. S. I know not what to do to find a good 
second in command for you, but you may depend 
on my having that matter in my very serious con- 
sideration, and that I will endeavour to pitch on a 
person who, I think, will be likely to second you , 
properly, and with proper subordination.'^ 
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Rodney^ having refitted his fleet, resolved to sail 
without loss of time, and without waiting Mr. Wal- 
singham's arrival, in quest of the Spanish squadron, 
which, however, in spite of his vigilance, and well 
laid measures, contrived to evade him. 

The following is his official letter to the Admiralty 
on the suhject, dated 21 June, 1780. 

" I heg you will acquaint their Lordships, that 
since I had the honour of writing to you, by his 
Majesty's ship Cerberus, from Carlisle Bay, on the 
31st ultimo, having spread a line of frigates to 
windward, from the latitude of Barbadoes as far 
north as the latitude of Barbuda, in order to give 
me timely notice of the approach of the Spanish 
fleet, I put to sea with his Majesty's fleet on the 
7th, in order to cruise to windward, in the latitude 
of Martinique, to which island, in all probability, 
part, if not the whole, of that fleet may be bound ; 
but before all the fleet had got out of Carlisle Bay, 
his Majesty's frigates, Cyclops and Andromeda, 
joined me, with the intelligence, that the day before 
they discovered the Spanish fleet, of near two hun- 
dred sail, in the latitude of 16^ about fifty leagues 
to windward of Martinique, which seemed to be 
steering for that island. 

" I immediately made sail, and was in hopes of 
getting sight of them ; and the next morning, being 
off Martinique, we came in sight of three sail, and 
immediately gave chase. We soon perceived them 
to be enemies, by their crowding sail to the north- 
ward ; but as it proved all daylight out of wind, 
and at times calm, it was not till ten o'clock at night 
that the Triumph and Andromeda took two of them. 
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the third escaping^ hy the darkness of the night, 
and the heavy rain that then fell. 

" The two taken proved to be Spanish ships, who 
sailed with their convoy from Cadiz, on the 28th of 
April, but had parted company daring the passage. 
One, a merchant ship, bound to Porto Rico and the 
Havannah, the other a transport, with one hundred 
and forty soldiers belonging to the regiment of 
Aragon. By what little intelligence I can get from 
the prisoners, the fleet consisted of twelve sail of 
the line and five frigates, besides xebeques. 

" As I was now convinced the enemy's fleet had 
not come the length of the latitude of Martinique, 
but in all probability had passed to leeward, and, 
if designed to make a junction with the French fleet, 
had rendezvoused in Prince Rupert's Bay, I sent 
two of my best-sailing frigates to reconnoitre that 
bay, and afterwards to rejoin me off Fort Royal, 
and bore away with the fleet in order to blockade 
that port ; leaving the Andromeda, Captain Brine, 
to windward of Martinique, in order to intercept 
one of the enemy's cutters that we saw cruising to 
windward. Captain Brine had my orders only to 
remain forty-eight hours on that service, and then 
to rejoin the fleet. 

'' I called at St. Lucie, in hopes that Rear-Ad- 
miral Rowley, in the Conqueror, Cornwall, Fame, 
or Boyne, might have been put into a condition to 
join me, but was disappointed in those hopes. The. 
masts of the Conqueror not being got in, the Corn- 
wall, after having destroyed four hundred men by 
pumping, was under the necessity of being hauled 
on shore, it being impossible to keep her any longer 
above water, notwithstanding every thing was taken 

H 
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out of her ; and though I had given the strictest 
and most positive orders that she should be hauled 
on shore in such a manner as still to make her ca- 
pable of being serviceable to the public by convert- 
ing her into a hospital or prison ship^ such was the 
inattention, by putting her in an improper place, 
that in a few days she overset, and is become en- 
tirely useless. The Fame is in as bad condition. 
I have been trying every method to save her> but 
fear it will be impossible. 

" The Boyne with great difficulty will be saved, 
and put into condition to sail with the next convoy 
to Great Britain. 

" Such being the state of his Majesty's ships in 
the careenage, I was determined not to wait for the 
refitting the Conqueror, but sailed with seventeen 
sail of the line, and two fifty-gun ships, for Port 
Royal Bay, as I was convinced, from the severe 
treatment the French fleet had met with, that num- 
ber was sufficient to attack them, should they resolve 
to risk an action. 

" On my arrival in Fort Royal Bay, the greater 
part of the French fleet, consisting of eighteen sail 
of the line, had quitted that port two days before, 
and had left two sail of the line in the Bay, three 
in the careenage, and one ship of the line, and two 
frigates, at St. Pierre's. 

*' I forthwith despatched three of my best-sailing 
frigates in quest of the French fleet, one of which 
returned, and reported that they were under Do- 
minique, and consisted of seventeen sail of the line 
and one frigate, and appeared to be becalmed about 
ten leagues to leeward of that island. 

" As I was in hopes the Spanish fleet had 
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really gone to leeward, I was resolved to prevent 
the junction of Monsieur de Guichen, with his six 
sail of the line left at Martinique, without his risk- 
ing a general battle ; and therefore kept the port 
of Fort Royal Bay, and the road of St. Pierre, as 
closely blockaded as it was possible to be done 
with ships under sail. 

"To have gone to leeward after the enemy's fleet 
could have answered no end whatever, as they had 
it always in their power to draw me further to lee- 
ward without risking a battle; by which n»eans, 
the six sail of the line, with the troops from Marti- 
nique> under that enterprising general, the. Marquis 
de Bouille, might have attacked either St. Lucie or 
Barbadoes without a probability of my arriving in 
time to their assistance ; besides my keeping the 
station of Fort Royal was not only disgraceful to 
the enemy, and very alarming to the inhabitants 
of Martinique, but was such a situation, that any 
succours sent from Great Britain or America might 
easily join me. 

" In this situation I continued till the 16th, when, 
receiving intelligence from my cruisers, that the 
French fleet, which at first consisted of seventeen 
sail of the line, was increased to twenty-four, by 
several large ships with Spanish colours joining 
them from under Dominique, I thought it necessary 
for his Majesty's service to repair to Gros Islet 
Bay, in order to hasten the refitting the Conqueror 
and Boyne with every despatch possible, as every 
line-of-battle ship was of the greatest consequence 
at this critical moment ; and my presence at that 
island might be of the greatest utility in assisting 
the commanding officer of his Majesty's troops in 
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St. Lucie in putting that island in such a state of 
defence as to secure it from surprise, should his 
Majesty's service require the departure of the fleet 
to attack the enemy, or to defend any other of our 
islands attacked by them. Two of my best-sailing 
frigates, the Convert and Laurel, I ordered to attend 
the motions of the enemy's fleet. Other* frigates 
had been detached to every island to put them 
upon their guard ; and advice-boats constantly 
passing between the fleet and the island of Antigua, 
and whatever island the enemy may think proper 
to attack. If the inhabitants will but do their duty, 
and make a proper resistance, they may depend 
upon my being upon the back of the enemy, and 
attacking them the moment Mr. Walstngham joins 
me, which, by letters that have arrived by the packet, 
I may hourly expect; more especially as I have sent 
despatches to him, to be delivered the moment he 
arrives off" Barbadoes, acquainting him of the criti- 
cal situation of affairs, and of what importance it 
will be to his Majesty's and the public service, the 
speedy junction of the squadrons. 

" Yesterday, the Convert and Laurel joined me, 
and reported that the combined fleets were at Do- 
minique ; that they had as yet undertaken nothing ; 
and that, by the best accounts that could be obtained, 
they consisted of upwards of thirty sail of the line. 
I have ordered the Greyhound and the Bruce to 
watch their motions, and to give me timely notice 
of any motions they may make. 

" When Mr. Walsingham joins me, I shall im- 
mediately proceed in quest of them ; and have not 
a doubt, if they give me an opportunity, but we 
shall give a good account of them. 
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"I have despatched Captain Graves, in the Savage, 
a copper-bottomed sloop, to Admiral Arbuthnot, 
to acquaint him with the arrival of the Spanish 
fleet, and the situation of affairs in this part of the 
world, to put him upon his guard ; and that he will 
hear further from me, according to the circumstances 
of affairs." 

In an after despatch the following day Rodney 
remarks that, " Had the Spanish Admiral repaired 
instantly to the rendezvous he gave his fleet, we 
certainly had brought, him to action before his 
junction with the French ; but he chose to go no 
further than Guadaloupe, and from thence detached 
a frigate to Martinique, demanding a junction of the 
French fleet off that island. Monsieur de Guichen 
immediately sailed with eighteen sail of the line to 
leeward of the islands under Dominique. The 
Spaniards pretend they knew his Majesty's fleet 
was cruising to windward of Martinique, in order 
to intercept them ; and give that as a reason why 
they did not venture so far to the south as the lati- 
tude of that island. 

" Every motion of the enemy indicated a design 
upon St. Lucie, that island being of infinite conse- 
quence to them ; and if taken, would deprive Great 
Britain of the only proper place for the rendezvous 
of his Majesty's fleets in these seas, from whence 
his enemies could be annoyed. 

" The French employ every art and deceit to ob- 
tain it ; and have constantly kept up a secret cor- 
respondence with the most disloyal inhabitants, 
who, to a man, are hostile to Great Britain, and 
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only watch for an opportunity to put tlieir villan- 
ons designs into execntion. 

" General Vaughan, who is present at the island^ 
and is assiduous beyond measure in putting his 
Majesty's commands into execution^ and ready to 
act upon all occasions for his service, has been ex- 
tremely vigilant in detecting the treasonable prac 
tices carried on by the inhabitants ; and I hope the 
plan of the enemy, of which I have been informed 
by some of the detected persons, will prove abortive, 
should Monsieur de Bouille, the Governor of Mar- 
tinique, attempt to put it in execution." 

Rodney's mind still brooded over his disap- 
pointed hopes, and though he was somewhat con- 
soled by the gracious approbation of his King, and 
the applauding voice of his countrymen, he could 
not forget that, from the want of co-operation^ of 
several of his officers, he had been foiled in his 
expectation of a most complete victory, and of an 
opportunity of humbling his enemy and compelling 
him to sue for peace. 

Accordingly he took occasion in a letter he wrote 
to the Admiralty in the end of July, expressive of 
the satisfaction he felt at the favourable notice that 
had been taken at home of his services, to make the 
following remarks on the subject of the action of 
the 17th of May. 

" That his Majesty's flag was not properly sup- 
ported, is a melancholy truth which no man has, 
nor can have, more reason to lament than myself^ 
but it is a truth which my duty to my Sovereign 
and to my country will not permit me to suppress. 



LIFE 0¥ LORD RODNEY. 103 

and which I am sorry to add, my siib«a)uent re- 
flections upon the actions of that memorable day, 
and the consequences thereof, will not allow me 
now to palliate; at the same time I must freely 
confess, that the task of bringing^ to trial and pu- 
nishment all those who appeared to be, through 
error of judgment, or otherwise, delinquents on that 
occasion, is not only painful to my feelings, but, 
abstracted even from the difficulties attending the 
same under the critical situation of naval affairs in 
this part of the world, would, in my poor opinion, 
produce none of those salutary effects which might 
reasonably be expected at home therefrom. 

*' I haye, therefore, only selected Captain Bats- 
man, who commanded his Majesty's ship the Yar. 
mouth, and was one of my own division, and 
Lieutenant Appleby, first Lieutenant of the Mon- 
tagu, who succeeded to the command of that ship 
on his captain's being wounded, and rendered inca- 
pable of performing his duty, and whose miscon- 
duct appeared too manifest and notorious to be 
overlooked, having with my own eyes beheld their 
gross neglect of my orders, and inattention to my 
signals, to be tried at a court martial, whenever 
the situation of affairs will admit of courts martiai 
being held. 

** I have only to add, what indeed I have already 
requested, the favour of you. Sir, to convey to their 
Iiordships, that to this inattention to signals, both 
in the van and the rear divisions of the squadron 
under my command, is to be attributed the loss 
of (hat glorious opportunity (perhaps never to be 
recovered) of terminating the naval contest in these 
seas. 
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" I cannot conclude without taking notice of my 
having, in justice to the characters of Captain Bow- 
yer, of his Majesty's ship Albion, and Captain 
Douglas, of his Majesty's ship Terrible, which I 
heard had been unjustly and unworthOy traduced 
in the public papers at home, certified, under my 
hand^ my sincere belief that these gentlemen really 
meant well, and would have done their duty had 
they been permitted. The former of them has twice 
had an opportunity of proving himself a brave and 
gallant officer. 

" On this subject, I should be guOty of the great- 
est injustice, if I did not voluntarily, and unasked, 
give this public testimony to the character of Cap- 
tain Young, of the Sandwich, whose gallant and 
intrepid behaviour, not only on the 17th of April, 
but on every subsequent occasion, has been such 
as to merit all that can be said in his praise. 

" Equally free and unsolicited are the certificates 
I have given those brave officers. Captain Houlton, 
of his Majesty's ship the Montagu,, and Captain 
Molloy, of his Majesty's ship the Trident, both of 
whom bore down to engage the enemy, agreeable 
to the signal I made for that purpose. The former 
having the misfortune of being dangerously wound- 
ed, his ship was withdrawn from the battle by the 
first lieutenant ; the latter was commanded by the 
admiral, in whose division he was, to follow him. 

" More certificates I have not given, nor shall 
any consideration in this life induce me so far to 
prostitute my honour and character as an officer, 
as to give, under my hand, what is not really dic- 
tated by my heart and conscience. 

"I must, however, in conclusion, inform their-. 
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Lordships, in justice to the commanders and 
officers of the fleet under my command, that since 
the action of the 17th of April, and during the 
pursuit of the enemy's fleet, and in the two ren- 
contres with them, all my officers, of every rank 
and denomination, were obedient and attentive to 
orders and signals, and, I am convinced, if the 
enemy had given them an opportunity, they would 
have done their duty to their King and country/' 

The following is Rodney's reply to Captain Car- 
kett, who had felt himself aggrieved by the manner 
in which he had been mentioned in the Admiral's 
letter to the Earl of Sandwich. 

" TO CAPTAIN CARKETT. 
'< Sandwich, at St. Christopher's, July 30th, 1780. 
" I HAVE received your letter of yesterday, acquaint- 
ing me, that you are credibly informed, that in my 
public letter to the Admiralty, relative to the action 
with the French fleet, on the 17th of April last, 
your name was mentioned. 

" It certainly was : and that you mistook, and 
did not properly obey, my signal for attacking the 
enemy, agreeable to the 21st article of the addi- 
tional fighting instructions, by not bearing down 
instantly to the enemy's ship, then opposed to you. 
but led to the van ship, notwithstanding you had 
answered my signals, signifying that it was my 
intention to attack the enemy's rear, which signal I 
had never altered ; and, of course, it behoved every 
officer to have paid the utmost attention to it. 

" Your leading in the manner you did, induced 
others to follow so bad an example ; and thereby^ 
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forgetting tbat the signal for the line was only at 
two cables' length distance from each other, the 
van division was led by you to more than two 
leagues distance from the centre division, which 
was thereby exposed to the greatest strength of the 
enemy, and not properly supported. 

** Could I have imagined your conduct and inat- 
tention to signals had proceeded from any thing 
but error in judgment, I had certainly superseded 
you, but God forbid I should do so for error in 
judgment only. I only resolved. Sir, not to put it 
in your power to mistake again upon so important 
an occasion as the leading a British fleet to r^ular 
battle. 

" You must now, Sir, give me leave fairly to tell 
you, however painful the task, that during the time 
you have been under my command, you have given 
me more reason to find fault with your conduct as an 
officer, than any other in the fleet, (Captain Bateman 
excepted,) by your inattention to signals, and. Sir, 
by negligendy performing your duty, and not ex- 
erting yourself as it behoved the oldest captain in 
the fleet, by setting an example of briskness, acti- 
vity, and scrupulous attention to signals. 

" Did you do so? — ^when, upon the first signal I 
made for a line of battle abreast, and then going 
down to provoke the enemy to come out to battle, 
you hauled your wind, instead of making all the 
sail you possibly could to get into your station, 
agreeable to the first article of the additional fight- 
ing instructions, — thereby setting a very bad ex- 
ample to all the young captains. 

'* Judge yourself what I must have felt, to ob- 
serve, that the two oldest captains of the fleet I had 
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the honour to command were the only persons I 
had just reason to reprimand by public signal, and 
let them know they had not obeyed. Your almost 
constantly keeping to windward of your station, in 
sailing afterwards ; the repeated signals made for 
the ship you commanded to get into her station ; 
your being at an amazing distance from the fleet 
the night before the battle; my being obliged to 
send a frigate to order you down ; your being out 
of your station at day-break, notwithstanding the 
line of battle was out all night — all this conduct 
indicated an inattention which ought not to have 
been shown by an officer who had been bred in the 
good old discipline of the western squadron ; and 
which nothing but the former service you had done 
your King and country, and my firm belief of your 
being a brave man*, could have induced me, as 
commander of a great fleet, to overlook. 

" You may judge what pain it has given me to 
write this letter to an officer I have known so long, 
and for whom I have always had a regard ; but in 
great national concerns, and where the service of 
my King and country is intrusted to my care, it is 

* Sir George Rodney was not ignorant that in a fom^er war 
Captain Carkett bad greatly distinguished himself. 

In the month of March, 1758, Captain Gardner, in the Mon- 
mouth, 64 guns, supported by Captain Stanhope, of the Hamp- 
ton Court, 64 guns, fell in with the Foudroyant near Carlhagena, 
bearing the flag of the Marquis du Quesn6 chef d*eecadr«, and 
took her. In this action Captain Gardner was killed. The 
Monmouth lost one hundred and fifty killed and wounded — the 
Foudroyant two hundred. The loss of masts on both sides 
brought on a close engagement which lasted till the Swifcsure 
came op. Monsieur du Quesn^ refused, however, to deliver his 
sword to the captain of the Swiftsure, but gave it with much 
politeness, to Lieutenant Carkett, first of the Monmouth. 
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imperative on me to do my duty, and to tate care 
that those under my command do theirs. Both of 
which, without favour or partiality, I shall strictly 
adhere to. " I am, &c. &c. &c. 

" G. B, R.'' 

Notwithstanding his unwearied exertions in the 
discharge of his most arduous and important com. 
mand, he constantly wrote letters to his wife and 
his daughters, of whom he was excessively fond, 
on which occasions he always inquired after his 
favourite dog Loup, which had been to him what 
Bounce was to Collin gwood — his attached com- 
panion. 

In a letter of the same date to Lady Rodney he 
says, " The fatigue of body and mind that I have 
undergone for these six months past has been such* 
that I am much surprised, now it is in a manner 
over, how I could possibly get over it. I hope to 
have a little rest for a month or two, but greatly 
fear I shall be laid up with the gout, as I feel my- 
self much out of order, and far from well. The 
agitation of my mind, and my anxiety at Walsing- 
ham not joining me sooner, have been such as not 
to be easily conceived. Had he joined me but one 
month sooner, both the French and Spanish squa- 
drons had, in all probability, been destroyed ; yet 
when they effected a junction, and had thirty-six 
sail of the line, they did not dare to offer battle, 
but sneaked off in the night, and left these seas 
without making one single conquest. The Spani- 
ards greatly disagree with the French, and are 
gone to garrison their own colonies — the French 
to St. Domingo. 



LIFE OF LORD RODNEY. 109 

" I have sent a strong force to Jamaica^ sufficient 
to protect it from any insult, and am ready to sail 
whenever I may hear his Majesty's territories are 
in danger. I suppose the war will be renewed 
here when the season for acting arrives ; and have 
not a doubt but the ministers will take care that I 
am well supported, as so very much depends upon 
it, and as I shall send home all my old and foul 
ships. 

" John is very well, and has been kept constantly 
at sea, to make him master of his profession. He 
is now second lieutenant of the Sandwich, having 
risen to it by rotation ; but still I send him in fri- 
gates : he has seen enough of great battles. All 
he wants is seamanship; which he must learn. 
When he is a seaman, he shall be a captain, but 
not till then. 

" The court martial will commence to-morrow 
on Captain Bateman, who commanded the Yar- 
mouth *, in the battle of the 17th of April, and 
withdrew from it. If all were to be tried who mis- 
behaved on that day, I know not where judges 
could be found, and I do not choose delinquents 
should try delinquents; therefore, only a few are 
selected, as an example to others ; but I have sent, 
and will send, home most of those captains, &c. &c. 
who were with me on that day. Ten sail of them 
I have sent to Jamaica ; the others are gone, and 
are going, to England with convoys. My public 
letter I am sorry they did not publish: it was 
truth, truth itself; and I will never consent to erase 
one word of it. It is indifferent to me whether 

• This courtrmartial did not take place until Sir George's ar- 
rival, at the close of this year, in North America. 
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Parliament inquires into it: I will prove it true, 
and that scarcely any man deserved my public 
applause but the captain of the Sandwich * ; he 
has more merit than all the rest put together. 
However, the treating them in the manner I have 
done has had a very good effect, and taught them 
a lesson they were before ignorant of — ^that while 
they are under my command they must do their 
duty, or they will suffer disgrace ; but if they live 
to eternity, they will never have it in their power 
to make their country amends for their behaviour 
on the 17th of April last. 

" I find the world call out aJoud,*' continues 
Rodney, " that I should have praised those who 
had done their duty on that day. Show me the 
man (my own captain, and a few others, excepted) 
that deserved praise ; and then let them blame me, 
if they can. I would fain think it was ignorance ; 
I am unwilling to think worse. Part, I am sure, 
was villany, with the hope of upsetting the Admi- 
nistration. I have told them so ; and, if it is neces- 
sary, can bring my charge home. The world will 
plainly perceive, by my sending all the ships that 
were on this station before my arrival home, what 
is my reason for so doing : it wants no comment ; 
nor did my praise of the French admiral — I meant 
it as a reproof to my own fleet ; they deserved it. 

" Many prizes have been taken since my com- 
mand here, but none very valuable. I hope Fortune 
may soon smile upon me, for all your sakes. As 
yet, all has been war and battle." 

To compensate for the chagrin and vexation he 
* Captain Yoang. 
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had endured, Rodney about this time received an 
intimation from Lord Norths that the King had 
been pleased to grant him a pension of 2000/. per 
annum for life; the patent for which was to the 
following effect : — 

"To Sir George Brydges Rodney, 2000/. a year 
during life, and to commence the 5th January, 
1780; and after his decease, the said 2000/. per 
annum is granted to George Rodney, Esq. for the 
following purpose: — To George Rodney, Esq. 
1000/. a year during ^his life. To Dame Henri- 
etta Rodney, 500/. a year during her life. 

" To John Rodnky, ^ the younger children of Sir 

Jane Rodney, I George and Lady Rodney, 

Henrietta Rodney, >100l. a year each, to continue 

Anne Rodney, and I during each of their respective 

Sarah Betdgss Rodney, J lives." 

The long expected Walsingham, who had been 
wind-bound with the squadron in the British ports 
for three months, at length arrived at St. Lucie^ 
which event released Rodney from the necessity of 
acting on the defensive; wherefore, hearing that 
the combined fleets had sailed for Guadaloupe, he 
instantly made sail for St. Christopher's; on his 
arrival at which place he received intelligence, 
" which (he writes to the Admiralty) has never 
deceived me, of the violent disagreements between 
Spanish and French admirals ; that the Spaniards 
absolutely refused to co-operate with them in any 
enterprise whatever, openly declaring their court 
had been deceived, and that they had been made 
to believe, before they left Spain, that they would 
find, on their arrival in the West Indies, the French 
in possession of all the Caribbee Islands. The ran- 
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cour between the two nations, by all accounts, and 
by many intercepted letters, was fatal to several 
officers; and the sickness and mortality, in both 
fleets, had reduced them very much. 

" As I was pretty well convinced, by the intelli- 
gence I had received on my arrival here, that the 
Spanish fleet was to part with the French off* Porto 
Rico, and, after landing some troops at that island, 
was to proceed to Carthagena, to reinforce that 
garrison, and from thence to the Havannah; and 
as four sail of French ships of the line were seen 
to pass to the northward of the Virgin Islands 
(supposed for Europe or America), and as the 
French fleet had taken the whole homeward-bound 
trade of their islands with them, the season like- 
wise being so very far advanced, I could not con- 
ceive, considering these circumstances, that Jamaica 
should be in such danger as to require the whole 
force of the fleet under my command. I therefore 
despatched Rear-Admiral Rowley and Commodore 
WsJsingham with the ten sail of the line named in 
the margin *, with the troops and convoy to Jamaica, 
with orders to put themselves under the command 
of Vice-Admirtd Sir Peter Parker; and that I had 
sent the said ships not only for the defence of that 
island, but likewise enable him to send home the 
great trade thereof under the protection of such a 
force as not to endanger them, should they be at- 
tacked by the Spanish squadron at the Havannah." 

Rodney's extraordinary vigilance and activity 

* Princess Royal, Thunderer, Magnificent, Stirling Cast!e, 
Albion, Grafton, Conqueror, Elizabeth, Trident, Berwick, ai.d 
Barbadoes sloop. 
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ever since bis first arrival in the West Indies, com- 
bined with the promptitude and vigour of his move- 
Bienii8> bad completely baffled the designs of the 
enemy; and, having obliged them to relinquish 
whatever enterprises they might have contemplated, 
compelled them to remain, in listless inactivity, 
wkbin their several ports. By the admirable dis- 
position of his frigates, and look-out vessels, be 
never failed to gain the most accurate intelligence 
cff their motions and intentions, and by his skilful 
arrangements and judicious management of his 
force, crippled, and greatly inferior as it was to the 
combined fleets, he frustrated all their projects, 
and contrived, with the very limited means he pos.. 
sessed, to provide for the safety of the widely- 
extended British colonies in those seas. He had 
done all that a brave and wise man could do to 
sustain the honour of the British flag, and to revive 
the sunken spirit of the navy ; enough foF his own 
glory, and more than his country, under the difficult 
and truly distressing circumstances in which he 
was placed, could have expected from him. The 
liettigue of body and anxiety of mind he had 
endured during the last four months were such as 
(he observes in his letters) he wondered how he 
could have surmounted. The misbehaviour of his 
officers in the actions with Langara and De Gai^ 
chen had filled him with chagrin and vexation; 
and how deeply he felt the disappointment of his 
cherished hopes of a glorious victory, which was 
almost within his grasp, is best shown by his pri- 
vate correspondence, in which he gives full vent 
to the expression of his feelings. His heart was 

I 
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seared with sorrow asd with resentment at his 
wrongs. Nevertheless his energies did not forsake 
him, and his spirit rose ahove his misfortunes. 
Harassed as he was hy hoth mental and bodily 
sufferings, it were natural for him to seek repose, 
and some brief respite at least from exertion ; but to 
a man of Sir Greorge's frame of mind, inaction ap- 
peared a crime as long as his moral and physical 
powers existed ; and although the British colonies 
were for this year placed in perfect security, the 
French fleet under De Guichen having sailed with 
a convoy for Europe; and the Spanish squadron 
being disabled by sickness, and themselves solely 
intent upon garrisoning and protecting their own 
islands; yet was the Admiral not satisfied with 
what he had done ; accordingly, he turned his 
thoughts towards North America, in conformity 
with the plan he had suggested to the British go- 
vernment, prior to the breaking out of the present 
war, and sanctioned by the declaration which Lord 
Sandwich had made in his letter to him, dated Sep- 
tember 25th, 1780, " that unless our commanders- 
in-chief will take the great line as you do, and con- 
sider the King's whole dominions as under their care, 
&c. &c. our enemies must find us unprepared some- 
where, and carry their point against us." Having 
with all despatch refitted and watered his fleet, he 
sailed direct for the coast of Carolina, and, without 
any person whatever (General Vaughan and Com- 
modore Hotham excepted) having the least suspi- 
cion that he had left that part of the world, arrived 
there early in the month of September, to the great 
joy of the British army, and the American loy- 
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alists, who were no less astonished than gratified 
by his sudden and unlooked-for appearance in that 
quarter. 

Prior to his leaving the West Indies, he learnt 
that some American rebels had been carrying on a 
most pernicious commerce (as he termed it) at the 
island of St. Eustatius, which was likewise an asy* 
lum to their cruisers, and enabled them greatly to 
annoy the trade of his Majesty's subjects. Five of 
their vessels, pursued by some frigates which Rod- 
ney had detached from his fleet, took refuge in the 
road of St Martin, which partly belonged to Britain 
and partly to the States General, where they pointed 
their guns into the British sloop Rover, and were 
permitted by the Dutch jgovemor to hoist their rebel- 
lious colours. 

Rodney upon this instantly despatched Captain 
Robinson in the Intrepid, with some frigates, to 
seize or destroy the piratical vessels, and to ac- 
quaint the Dutch Governor, (as he reported to the 
Admiralty,) " that every attention and respect should 
be paid to the Dutch flag while they kept within the 
rules of neutrality ; but that his suffering so gross 
an insult to the British flag^ and his permitting the 
Americans to wear their rebellious and piratical 
colours in the road, so directly contrary to treaty, 
was a convincing proof to me, that he either could 
not or would not prevent it. I had therefore sent 
a squadron of the King my master's ships, to chas- 
tise them. 

''They seized all the American vessels; and I 
have the pleasure to acquaint their Lordships, that 
it haa had so good an effect, and has brought the 
Dutch governors so much to their senses, that they 
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now pay some attention to ancient treaties^ and ac- 
knowledge that thej know no American ooloura, 
nor suffer any to be hoisted in their ports in the 
West Indies. 

'*The Americans taken in these vessels endeae* 
voured to prevail upon my officers to take from the 
shore three hundred hogsheada of tobacco^ which 
they had landed upon the beach, whicb they de- 
clared to be their property, and not sold to the 
Dutch. The answer given them was this : ' His 
Majesty's ships were sent to chastise their inso- 
lence, not to seize their tobacco, nor to make war 
with the Dutch/'* 

On his arrival off the coast of Carolina, Rodney 
was made happy by the recapture of a ship from 
Charlestown, with the glorious and important news 
of the victory obtained by the Earl Comwallis a 
few days before over the rebel General Gates, with 
the destruction of his whole army; and havin^^ 
swept the southern coast of Amecica, he anchored 
on the 14th September off the Hook, with the squor 
droQ under his command "i^* 

In the opinion of Admiral Arbuthnot, Rodney's 
appearance on that station was uncalled-for, irre- 

* " This reinforcement not only disconcerted all the plans of 
the allies, and terminated the sanguine hopes which had been 
formed at the opening of the campaign, but placed it in the 
power of the British to project in security farther expeditions to 
the south." — MarshaWi L^'e of Washington. 

It appears, from a private letter addressed by Washington to 
a friend at this period, that he was in despair at Rodney's 
appearance on the American coast, and at the non-arrival of 
De Guichen, the co-operation of whose fleet he had long been 
most uiziously expecting^ 
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^lar, and unauthorised ; and he, in consequence, 
remonstrated, in terms, perhaps, not so courteous 
and respectful as an inferior officer should do under 
such circumstances* " Your partial interference in 
the conduct of the American war," observed the 
AdmiTal, "is certainly incompatible with princi- 
ples of reason, and precedents of service. The fri- 
gates attending on a cmisini^ squadron you have 
taken upon you to counter-order, (a due representa- 
tion of which and other circumstances I shall make 
tdiere it will have every possible effect,) Mid thus I 
have been some time without even a repeater of 
signals.** Rodney's reply was dignified and tem- 
perate ; and his justification of his motives for visit- 
ing the American coast at that seajson, and of the 
measures he had adopted- subsequently to his ar. 
rival there, requires no comment. 

" I mn honoured with your letter of the 16th in- 
stant,^* said he, "and am sorry that my conduct 
has given you offence. None was intended on my 
part. Every respect due to you, as an officer and 
a gendeman, my inclination as well as my duty led 
me to pay you in the strictest sense. If any de^ 
signing men, by their insinuations, have induced 
you to deviate from that good sense and politeness 
which Mr. Arbuthnot was always known to possess, 
lam sorry for it ; and I am persuaded, that in your 
cooler moments, when you reflect upon some of the 
pan^raphs in your letter, you will wish they had 
been couched in more friendly terms« 

"It was neither inclination nor choice that brought 
me to America. It was the duty I owed my King 
and country. I had flattered myself it would have 
met with your approbation^ I regret that it has 
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not; but I own I have the vanity to think it will 
meet with his approbation, to receive which is the 
greatest honour a subject can enjoy. 

" Your anger at my partial interference (as you 
are pleased to term it) with the American war, not 
a little surprises me. I came, indeed, so far to 
interfere in the American war as to command by 
sea in it, and to do my best endeavours to put an 
end thereto. 

" I knew the dignity of my own rank, and that 
the power vested in me by the commission I beat 
entitled me to take the supreme command, which I 
ever shall do on every station where his Majesty's 
and the public service may make it necessary for 
me to go, unless I should meet with a superior 
officer, in which case it would be my duty to obey 
his orders. 

*' You must excuse me, Sir, if I think myself in 
a great measure responsible for the disposition of 
his Majesty's ships on the coast during my conti- 
nuance thereon ; and, as superior officer of his 
Majesty's ships on this station, have taken upon me 
to dispose of them in such a manner as appeared 
to me most conducive to his Majesty's and the 
public interests, copies of which disposition, when 
I leave this station, will be delivered to you. 

" In no one instance have I had the least inten- 
tion of showing disrespect to you or to your orders, 
or of deviating from them, but where I found it 
immediately necessary for his Majesty's service; 
so far from it, that on my arrival off the Hook, on 
the Guadaloupe and Triton joining me from New 
York, I directed them to follow your orders. If, 
by neglect of your secretary, or any other person. 
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those ships did not receive your orders to repair to 
Carolina^ till their return from their cruise, dis- 
abled, into this port, it is not their fault these orders 
were not put in execution." 

" I feel the greatest concern/' says Rodney in his 
despatch of the 30th October to the Admiralty, 
" whenever I am under the necessity of giving their 
Lordships the pain of reading a letter which indi- 
cates any disagreement between officers of high 
rank in his Majesty's naval department, and more 
especially when acting on his real service; but 
Vice- Admiral Arbuthnot having taken it into his 
head to be highly offended at me for doing what I 
thought my duty to his Majesty and the public, 
and acquainting me by letter, dated 16th instant, 
that he would remonstrate to their Lordships 
against my conduct, I think it a duty I owe myself 
to transmit to the Admiralty Board copies of my 
orders and letters to Mr. Arbuthnot, with his an. 
swers to me (his superior officer), that their Lord- 
ships may judge which of us has most cause to 
trouble them with complaints. 

" In my conduct as an Admiral, commanding a 
great fleet, I am responsible to none but their Lord- 
ships. Their approbation is my highest ambition : 
to their disapprobation it is my duty with humility 
to submit, as I shall be convinced that I have de- 
served reproof; and if, in the command of the fleet 
they have done me the honour to intrust to my 
charge, I have committed errors in judgment, I 
have such confidence in their justice, that I am sure 
they will not attribute them to errors of the will. 

" Ever since I have had the honour of being an 
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officer in the nary, I faa^« made it an invariable 
rule to obey^ and cannot tax myself with having 
ever once wilfully disobeyed the orders of a sope- 
rior officer, when upon his Majesty's service. 

" The superior officer who issues the order is 
amenable, not the inferior officer who obeys it. 
That I have been extremely tender in issuing or- 
ders to Vice- Admiral Arbuthnot, and been attraitive 
towards paying every respect dne to his rank, the 
enclosed letters will, I am sure, convince their 
Lordships. 

"If, in his answers to me, his letters have not 
been penned with that cordiality which ought to 
subsist between officers acting on the public aer. 
vice, I ^.m sorry for him : they affiect not me. 

*^ Mn Arbuthnot taxes me, in his letter of the 16th 
instant, with deviating from the orders he had is- 
sued to the frigates. Such deviation was absolutely 
indispensable at tbe time for his Majesty's service. 
It was impossible for him, then stationed at Gardi- 
ner's Bay, one hundred and thiity miles distant 
from New York, and liable every moment to put 
to sea, to know the situation of affairs. Could he 
possibly imagine that I, his superior officer, then 
upon the spot at New York, and who came deter- 
mined to giTC every assistance in my power towaids 
bringing the rebellion to a conclusion, could so far 
forget my duty as to neglect issuing orders for so 
desirable an end, and wait ^ve or six days, at least» 
for his approbation? No, Sir; I was convinced 
the whole southern coast was exposed ; not a single 
frigate off Carolina, and not one to be seen fW>m 
that coast to Sandy Hook. I therefore, without a 
moment's delay, hastened the ships oat from this 
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port, stationed them off every province, by \diich 
means thirteen sail of rebel privateers have been 
already taken, and the trade of bis Majesty's sub- 
jects, which was not safe even in sight of Sandy 
Hook, has been most effectually protected. 

'^ I flattered mysdf I should have had the honour 
of Mr. Arbuthnot's approbation of my conduct. I 
am sorry I have not ; but if I am so happy as to 
meet with that of their Lordships, I shall be more 
than fully compensated. 

** The rank I have the honour to bear in his Ma- 
jesty's navy ; the command, agreeable to that rank, 
I had publicly assumed, according to the invariable 
rule of service; and the notice and orders I had 
given Vice-Admiral Arbuthnot, oblige me to desire 
yoQ will lay before their Lordships the enclosed 
original orders given by Vice-Admiral Arbuthnot, 
that they may be convinced how much he has for- 
got himself, and how highly disrespectful his beha- 
viour has been to me, his superior officer, in 
issuing orders to officers both military and civil, in 
the naval department then under die immediate 
direction of my flag, without ever signifying to me 
he had so done. 

*' Though I had sudi just reasons to complain of 
the indignity offered me, I would not suffer it to 
cause the least delay in the public service, but di- 
rected the officers who brought me Mr. Arbuthnot's 
orders to hasten the supplies demanded, and ap- 
pointed a convoy to conduct them to Gardiner^ 
Bay. 

*' His despatching the Raisonnable to England 
without acquainting me previously to her sailing, 
and afler he had received my orders to put himsdf 
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under my command, is, I believe, unprecedented 
in the annals of the navy ; and it is with the great- 
est concern my duty obliges me to make their 
Lordships acquainted therewith/' 

To a man of Rodney's ardent mind and sanguine 
temperament, who, in cases of great national emer- 
gency, requiring despatch and vigour of execution, 
never hesitated, on his own sole responsibility to 
step aside from the ordinary routine of service and 
established usages, this cool reception and want 
of cordiality, on the part of his brother officer, must 
have been galling and mortifying in the extreme : 
but whatever were the vexations of mind he suffered 
on this account, they were amply compensated by 
the assurances he soon after received from the Board 
of Admiralty of their entire approbation of his con- 
duct in every particular. Consoled and encouraged 
by this public acknowledgment of his services, he 
now prepared to quit the American station, and to 
resume his more arduous duties in the West Indies. 

His departure was much regretted by General 
Sir Henry Clinton, who had conceived a great 
friendship for Rodney, and who was extremely 
solicitous that he should remain in command of 
the fleet on the American coast. 

*'The arrival of so very respectable a force at 
New York, under your Excellency's command," 
observed Sir Henry in a letter to Rodney, *' could 
not fail of giving the greatest effect to the affairs of 
Great Britain in this countiy, and certainly has 
thrown the rebels into a consternation which must 
produce good consequences, and will prove Wash- 
ington's repeated and studied declarations, of a 
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second French fleet and reinforcement of troops 
being sent from France^ to be groundless and false, 
— still more, for, under the influence of these in. 
vented succours, he certainly has been able to col- 
lect a considerable number of men, by forcing the 
militia to co-operate vith the regular regiments; 
and with this increased strength he gave it to be 
understood, that he waited only the addition of the 
second division of French ships and troops to make 
an attempt upon New York. 

*' Your fortunate arrival upon this coast has, I 
am persuaded, entirely def^ted every idea of such 
a plan, supposing it really ever to have been in- 
tended. The rebels, seeing the little likelihood of 
being so greatly assisted by the French as at first 
propagated, have grown slack in their augmenting 
the Washington army, which, on the contrary, has 
diminished very much by desertion. 

*' Thus, Sir, in a defensive view of things, your 
coming on this coast may have proved of the most 
important consequences. 

** I sincerely wish,'* continues Sir Henry, " it 
may be your Excellency's intention to stay upon 
this coast, at least as long as there is a possibility 
of the arrival of a superior naval force. I am equally 
sincere in my wishes that the course of service may 
bring us together early next year, for I have a plea- 
sure in co-operating with you, as I have in assuring 
you of the perfect esteeem with which I am, &c. 
&c. &c. " H. Clinton.'' 

In the month of September Sir George was 
elected a representative for the city of Westminster, 
respecting which highly merited but unsolicited 
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honour his fnend the Earl of Sandwich thus ex- 
pressed himself to him, " You will perceive that 
you B.re become u senator, in the most honoura- 
ble and distinguished manner, without expense, 
and with almost the unanimous concurrence of the 
most opulent city in the world ; and though I am 
not one of those who think popularity always crer 
ditable or desirable, yet when it is obtained in the 
way you have acquired it, it is certainly h^ly 
honourable, and the greatest reward that can be 
bestowed on a militafy man. 

*' I find that you have made your option as to an 
immediate mark of his Majesty^i favour, and I think 
you have made it wisely, and with the proof tha^ 
you are a good father, and a true friend to your 
family, which in an honest mind must always be 
the uppermost thought 

" I am very glad that you tell me you shall hold 
yourself in readiness to assist in America, or wher- 
ever the enemy may endeavour to make their im- 
pression, for that is the only measure that can give 
us security. It is impossible for us to have a 
superior fleet in every part; and>" continues his 
Lordship emphatically, '* vnless mtt Commander^- 
inj(^efmU take the greiU line, as you do, andctmsidtr 
the King's wkole dominions as under their care, our 
enemies must find us unprepared somewhere, and 
carry their point against us." Lord Sandwich took 
occasion moreover to acquaint him that Sir Samuel 
Hood had been appointed second in command to 
him, and that he, with Commodore Drake, would 
instantly proceed from England to join and rein- 
force him. 

*' It has been difficult, very difficult," his Lord- 
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ship adds, ** to find out proper flag' oifieers to s^ve 
nnder yoa. Some are rendered unfit from tbeir 
factions connexions — others from inferiority or in- 
sufficiency ; and we have at last been obliged to 
ttake a promoticMi in order to do the thiog pro^ 
perly/' 

Rodney havn^ observed^ on his first approach to 
America^ that the southern coast was left unguarded 
for want of frigates^ and particularly that no cruisers 
were stationed off Charlstown bar, which swarmed 
with American privateers, that greatly distre^^d 
the trade of the proyince, immediately sent a sufii- 
cient number of them for its protection, which in a 
short time either captured or compelled them to 
take shelter in their ports. '' Thdj* Lordships,^' 
said he in his letter to the Admiralty, '' (by the 
Gazette extraordinary which I have the honour to 
enclose for their perusal) will perceive to< what a 
low state the rebel navy is reduced ; and I am fully 
persuaded, that if the prisoners taken in their pri*- 
▼ateers are not released, it will be of the greatest 
advantage to the commerce of his Majesty's loyal 
subjects, and the severest blow that can be given 
the rebels, whose chief support arises from the pira- 
tical captures they make. 

"The wretches by whom these privateers are 
manned have no principle whatever. They live by 
piracy and the plunder of their fellow-subjects when 
they have been released, out of humanity, to return 
to their friends, and live by honest industry. They 
forget the mercy that has been ^own them, and 
instantly return to renew their acts of piracy. 
Since my arrival here I have allowed none of them 
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to be released ; and have given notice that^ till the 
seven hundred prisoners their Congress owes are 
liquidated, the rebel sailors will be detained in 
confinement It is with pleasure I can assure their 
Lordships that very few British seamen are in the 
possession of the rebels/* 

At the request of Clinton, Rodney undertook an 
enterprise on the Chesapeake. The main object of 
which expedition was, to create a diversion in favour 
of Lord Comwallis's army. It was conducted by 
Captain Gayton and Major-General Leslie, with 
much skill and judgment. They took the towns of 
Portsmouth and Hampton, and some other small 
forts on the James River, and captured and de- 
stroyed a quantity of small craft, stores, &c. &c., 
but were prevented from pursuing their success by 
the reverse which befell Lord Comwallis's army. 

A short time prior to Rodney's arrival, the ad- 
vantageous post of Rhode Island had been evacu- 
ated by the British forces. The French instanOy 
seized upon, and strongly fortified it. Rodney 
without delay proposed to co-operate with Clinton 
in recapturing it ; but no, it was now considered 
too late, the opportunity had gone by, and a sufili- 
cient number of troops could not be spared for the 
enterprise. Rodney attributed all the subsequent 
reverses of the British arms to the abandonment of 
that island. " It was,*' he affirmed, " the most 
fatal measure that could possibly be adopted. It 
^ gave up the best and noblest harbour in America, 
capable of containing the whole navy of Britain, 
and where they fcould in all seasons lay in perfect 
security ; and from whence squadrons, in forty- 
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eigbt hoars could blockade the three capital cities 
of America, namely, Boston, New York, and Phi- 
ladelphia. France wisely took advantage of our 
misconduct, and has used every endeavour to make 
it almost impregnable. 

** On my arrival at New York," adds Rodney in 
his letter to the Admiralty, " I used the most stre- 
nuous endeavours with the General to undertake 
the siege. I was told it was too late, that the enemy 
had made it too strong ; and that, although six thou- 
thousand men would have been sufficient for the 
undertaking a month before, it would then require 
at least fifteen thousand. 

" Had not this place been evacuated, the French 
must have sheltered themselves in the Delaware or 
Chesapeake, where they could have been easily 
blockaded, which is not the case at Rhode Island, 
off which it is too dangerous for squadrons to cruise 
in the spring, autumn, or winter months, as your 
Lordships may perceive by Mr. Arbuthnot's lying 
with his squadron in Gardiner's Bay, which is 
eighteen leagues to leeward of Rhode Island, and 
where, if Monsieur Ternay's squadron sails with 
the wind, from n. w. to n. e., Mr. Arbuthnot cannot 
possibly move in time to intercept him." 

At the period of Sir George Rodney's departure 
from North America, to resume his command in 
the West Indies, the tide of success, in the various 
actions which had taken place between the British 
and Gallo-American armies, had decidedly turned 
in favour of the former, and especially after the 
defeat of General Gates by Lord Comwallis ; never- 
theless it was evident, that although considerable 
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advantages had been gained by the roynl troof»^ 
no event bad taken plaee from which it could be 
rationally expected that the war would finally tec- 
minate in favour of Great Britain; for» notwithstand- 
ing the signal advantages that Lord Comwallis 
had obtained over the Americans^ his situation in 
Virginia, into which he had advanced^ began by 
d^rees to be very critical : and the rath^ because 
he failed to receive those reinforcements and sup- 
plies from Sir Henry Clinton of which he had 
formed expectations, and which he conceived to be 
necessary to the success of his operations, indeed 
the Commander-in-Chief was prevented, from send- 
ing those reinforcements which he otherwise might 
have done, by his feara respecting New York^ against 
which he entertained great apprehensions that Ge- 
neral Washington intended to make a very formi- 
dable attacL In fact, that able American general 
appears to have taken much pains, and to have 
employed great finesse in order to lead Sir Henry 
Clinton to entertain this imagination. Letters, ex^ 
pressive of this intention, fell into the hands of Sir 
Henry, which were manifestly written with a design 
that they should be intercepted, and only with a 
view to amuse and deceive the British general. The 
project was successful; and by a variety of judici- 
ous military manoeuvres, he increased Sir Henry's 
apprehensions about New York, and prevented him 
from sending proper assistance to Lord Comwallis. 
Havii^ for a considerable time kept him thus in 
continued alarm in New York, General Washington 
crossed the Delaware, and marched towards Virgi- 
nia, with a design to attack Lord Comwallis, who 
had taken possession of the posts of York Town, 
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where he fortified himself in the hest manner he 
was able, but where he was ultimately compelled to 
snrrender himself and his whole army*, after a de- 
fence against the combined forces of France and 
America, saitable to the character his Lordship had 
previously acquired for courage, enterprise, and 
militaiy skill, and five days before the arrival of 
Sir Henry Clinton at the entrance of the Chesa- 
peake, with a reinforcement of seven thousand 
troops. 

It appears from certain passages contained in the 
foregoing letter to Lord Sandwich, that Rodney de- 
cidedly disapproved of the conduct of the American 
war, and of the general plan of operations; but how 
far the measures he suggested, had they been acted 
upon, would have contributed towards bringing the 
contest to a favourable issue, the surviving officers 
of our countrymen who served in that unhappy and 
disastrous war would, perhaps, be best able to de- 
termine. 

It is not improbable that his extraordinary saga- 
city and foresight, had he assumed the command 
an that station at an earlier period, and not quitted 
it at the time he did, might have enabled him to 
penetrate the designs of Washington; and that, 
from his unceasing activity, enterprises might have 

* This event occarred on the 19th of October, 1781, after 
which time no military operations of consequence took place in 
America ; and articles of peace were signed in November, 1782, 
by which Great Britain acknowledged the united colonies of 
Hampshire, Massachusets Bay, Rhode Island, and Providence 
Plantations, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North and South Carolina, and 
Georgia, ** to be free, sovereign, and independent states." 

K 
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been undertaken that would have prevented the 
calamities which ensued to the British forces. 

But there are other strong grounds for the pre- 
sumption that success would have attended Sir 
George's co-operation with Sir Henry Clinton, 
namely, the mutual good-will and cordiality which 
subsisted between these two distinguished officers; 
whereas it was notorious that a serious misunder- 
standing had unhappily prevailed for some time 
between Admiral Arbuthnot and Sir Henry Clinton ; 
and that they mutually disapproved of each other's 
conduct is apparent from their despatches to Go- 
vernment, and especially those from General Clin- 
ton, whose expressions respecting the conduct of 
the Admiral were by no means equivocal. 

In the affairs of war a perfect communion of 
sentiment, regard, and confidence between officers 
commanding is indispensable. Without it no en- 
terprise ever succeeded: failure is the certain re- 
sult. 

On Sir George Rodney's return to the West Indies, 
he found that he had a new enemy to contend with. 
But before entering upon a detail of his enterprises 
against this nation — the Dutch, it will be necessary 
briefly to advert to the state of European politics at 
that period. 

Great Britain had been manfully contending for 
some time past with the united forces of France, 
Spain, and America; but whilst she was making 
the most vigorous efforts, and even in the main 
getting the better of the powers who opposed her 
fairly in the field, enemies were raised up through- 
out Europe, who, by reason of their acting indirectly, 
could neither be opposed nor resisted. The power 
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which most openly manifested its hostile intention 
was Holland ; but, besides this, a most formidable 
confederacy, under the title of the Armed Neutrality, 
was formed, evidently with a design to crush the 
power of Great Britain. Of this confederacy the 
Empre^ of Russia declared herself the head, to 
which the Kings of Denmark and Sweden formally 
acceded. The States-General did the same ; and it 
was resolved by the parties engaged in it, to make a 
common cause of it at sea against any of the belli- 
gerent powers who should violate, with respect to 
neutral nations, the principles which had been esta- 
blished by the Empress. 

But though the British ministry could not openly 
engage in war with all these northern powers, they 
determined to take severe vengeance on the Dutch, 
whose ingratitude and perfidy now became a general 
subject of speculation. Ever since the commence- 
ment of hostilities with the Americans, the Dutch 
had evinced much partiality towards them. This 
continued to be the case, even beyond what the 
natural avidity of a mercantile people could be 
supposed to produce. Frequent memorials and re- 
monstrances had of consequence passed between 
the two nations, and the breach gradually grew 
wider and wider, until at last matters came to an 
extremity, by a discovery that the town of Am^ 
sterdam was about to enter into a commercial treaty 
with the revolted subjects of England in North 
America. This happened in the beginning of Sep- 
tember, 1780, by the capture of Mr. Laurens, late 
President of the American Congress, and who had 
been empowered by that body to conclude a treaty 
with Holland. Mr. Laurens himself was instantly 
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committed prisoner to the Tower of London^ and a 
spirited remonstrance was made to the States of 
Holland, requiring a formal disavowal of the trans- 
action. To this, however, no other answer could 
be obtained, than that **^ they would take the matter 
into their consideration, according to the usages and 
forms of the country; and that a reply would be 
given as soon as the nature of their government 
would admit/' 

Such an equivocal answer could not by any means 
be tolerated. Accordingly, the most vigorous mea- 
sures were resolved on. In the month of January, 
1781, it was announced to Parliament that his Ma- 
jesty had been obliged to direct letters of marque 
and reprisal to be issued against the States-General 
and their subjects. The charges against the re- 
public were briefly summed up by Lord North in 
his speech on the occasion. 

"The States,'* he said, "in open violation of 
treaties, had not only refused to give Great Britain 
that assistance which those treaties entitled her to 
claim when attacked by the house of Bourbon, but 
had also, in direct violation of the law of nations, 
contributed, as far as they could, to furnish France 
with warlike stores, and had also thought proper to 
countenance the magistracy of Amsterdam in the 
insult which they had offered to this country, by 
entering into a treaty with the rebellious colonies of 
Great Britain, as free and independent states. 

"The States-General, moreover," his Lordship 
farther observed, "had suffered Paul Jones, a Scotch- 
man and a pirate, acting without any legal authority 
from any acknowledged government, to bring Bri- 
tish ships into their ports> and to refit there. A 
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rebel American privateer had also been saluted at 
the Dutch island of St. Eustatius, after she had been 
suffered to capture two British ships, within cannon, 
shot of their forts and castles. The British ministers 
had done all in their power to bring the States- 
General to a true sense of their interest ; and when 
the necessity of the case compelled them to seize 
on the Dutch vessels carrying stores to France, they 
had paid the fuU value for the cargoes, and returned 
the ships, so that neither the private merchant, the 
private adventurers, nor the States, had suffered." 

Lord North concluded his speech by declaring 
that "he was convinced, that when the force of this 
country was fully exerted, it was equal to the con- 
test, and that the only means of obtaining an hon- 
ourable and just peace, was to show ourselves capa^ 
ble of carrying on the war with spirit and with 
vigour." 

The Dutch nation appear not in the present case 
to have acted with any degree of prudence. Not^ 
withstanding their provoking conduct toward Great 
Britain, they had made no preparation for war, in 
case of being attacked ; and although they must 
have been aware that, in direct violation of every 
acknowledged law of nations, their merchants had 
constantly supplied her enemies with warlike stores 
and provisions, of which they had made the island 
of St. Eustatius the depot, yet they had not thought 
it necessary either to take any precautions against 
detection, or to guard against surprise by the British 
naval and military commanders in those seas, of 
whose vigilance and activity they could not have 
been ignorant. 

The British Government sent Rodney and Vaugh- 
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an early notice of the declaration of war against 
the States-General, with orders to act immediately 
against their colonies in that quarter. Not an hour 
was lost in fulfilling these orders, and the blow that 
fell was like a thunderbolt, as tremendous as it was 
rapid. 

Rodney sailed from Sandy Hook on the 16th 
November, and the next day a violent gale of wind, 
which continued for forty-eight hours, dispersed his 
whole fleet, part of which he found at Barbadoes on 
his arrival there on the 6th December, in a dread- 
fully crippled state, and he soon after learnt that 
the squadron, which he had left with Commodore 
Hothamat St. Lucie, had suffered still more severe- 
ly, all his line of battle ships having been crippled, 
and some of his frigates and smaller ships of war 
wrecked. 

The island of Barbadoes he found in a most de- 
plorable state from the effects of a hurricane which 
had visited it on the 10th October. Writing to Lady 
Rodney from St. Lucie on the 10th December, "You 
may easily conceive my surprise, concern, and aston* 
ishment," says he, " when I saw the dreadful situa^ 
tion of that island, and the destructive effects of the 
hurricane. The strongest buildings, and the whole 
of the houses, most of which were of stone, and 
remarkable for their solidity, gave way to the fury 
of the wind, and were torn up from their very foun- 
dations ; all the forts destroyed, and many of the 
heavy cannon carried upwards of a hundred feet 
from the forts. Had I not been an eye-witness, 
nothing could have induced me to have believed it 
More than six thousand persons perished, and all 
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the inhabitants are entirely ruined : our friend. Sir 
P. Gibbs, has suffered severely. The hurricane 
proved fatal to six of the ships of my squadron, 
amongst whom poor Jack Drummond perished on 
the back of the island of St. Lucie. Several other 
valuable officers underwent the same fate in Mar- 
tinique and Dominica; and the remainder of my 
squadron, which I left with Commodore Hotham, 
are useless, having lost all their masts, and no stores 
here to replace them. If Sir Samuel Hood does 
not arrive soon from England, we shall be in a worse 
condition than last year, and very inferior again to 
the enemy, unless they instantly despatch a large 
squadron to join me." 

The following account of the hurricane, from the 
pen of Sir Gilbert Blane, physician to the fleet, will 
be read with interest : 

"Having returned to the West Indies with the 
fleet from North America, I found that, in our ab- 
sence, there had been a most violent hurricane at 
Barbadoes, and some of the neighbouring islands ; 
and I send you the best account of this interesting 
phenomenon I can collect from the testimony of 
those who suffered in it, and from the very visible 
traces of it now under my eye. 

" It began to blow hard at Barbadoes on the 9th 
of October, but it was not apprehended till next day 
that there would be anything more than such a gale 
of wind as they experience from time to time in this 
island at that season. On the evening of the 10th, 
the wind arose to such a degree of violence as clearly 
to amount to what is called a hurricane. At eight 
o'clock, P.M., it began to make impression on the 
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houses by tearing off the roofs, iwd overtbrowing 
some of the walls. As the inhabitapts had never 
been accustomed to such a convulsion of Nature, 
they remained till this time in security, but they 
now began to be in the utmost consternation ; and 
the sufferings and calamities of the people, the ra> 
vage and devastation upon every object of Nature 
and art, during the ensuing night, exceed all de- 
scription. It was thought to be at the greatest 
height at midnight, and did not abate considerably 
till eight o'clock next morning. During all this 
time most of the inhabitants had deserted their 
houses to avoid being buried in the ruins; and 
every age, sex, and condition, were exposed in the 
fields to the impetuous wind, incessant torrents of 
rain, and the terrors of thunder and lightning. Many 
were overwhelmed in the ruins, either by clinging 
too long in the ruins for shelter, in attempting to 
save what was valuable, or by unavoidable accidents 
from the fall of walls, roofs, and furniture, the ma- 
terials of which were projected to great distances. 
Even the bodies of men and cattle were lifted from 
off the ground, and carried several yards. The cries 
of the helpless wounded and dying Qould not be 
heard amidst the crash of ruins, and the noise of the 
elements. At Bridgetown the bodies were too nu- 
merous, and the weather too severe, to get them 
disengaged from the ruins for some days, and they 
emitted a putrid stench which affected the air of the 
whole town. An estimate has been attempted of 
the number of deaths from returns made to the 
governor, and they amounted to more than three 
thousand, though several parishes had not given in 
their returns when I was there. 
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" All the houses of the island have suffered, more 
or less ; and the damage has been the greater, that 
the buildings -were not calculated to withstand such 
a shock, for there had been no such event in thii» 
island for a hundred and five years. The late hur- 
ricanes in our colonies have been confined to An- 
tigua, St. Christopher's, and the other islands in 
their latitude; and those more to the southward 
began to flatter themselves with an exemption from 
such accidents. The lai^e elegant church at Bridge- 
town is a heap of ruins, many of the private houses 
are levelled with the ground — all of them unroofed, 
and the whole of their carpenter's work and furni- 
ture destroyed. The greater part of the inhabitants 
fasted for forty-eight hours ; and they were obliged 
to dig from the ruins the necessaries of life, and 
clothes to cover themselves with. 

'* This general wreck had a remarkable effect on 
the hearts of men. Any one who was more fortu- 
nate than his neighbour prepared victuals to admi* 
nister to the cravings of the first comer. The owners 
of warehouses gave what remained of their victuals 
and clothing almost gratuitously; and ideas of pro- 
perty and interest seemed to be forgotten in the 
moments of calamity. 

"All the fruits of the earth then standing have 
been destroyed ; most of the trees of the island have 
been torn up by the roots ; and (what will perhaps 
give as strong an idea of the force of the wind as 
any thing) many of them were stripped of their 
bark. The sea rose as high as to destroy the fort, 
carrying the great guns many yards from the plat- 
form, and demolishing the houses near the beach. 
A ship was driven ashore against one of the build- 
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ings of the Naval Hospital, which, by this shock, 
and by the impetuosity of the wind and sea, was 
entirely destroyed and swept away. As many of 
the sick seamen were removed as was possible under 
such circumstances; but three-and-twenty of them 
were buried in the ruins. The mole-head was swept 
away, and ridges of coral rock were thrown up, which 
still remain above the surface of the water; but the 
harbour and road have, upon the whole, been im- 
proved, having been deepened in some places six 
feet, in others as many fathoms; and the anchoring- 
ground in the road is much better. The crust of 
coral, which had been the work of ages, having been 
torn up, having a soft oozy bottom, many shells and 
fish were thrown ashore which had been heretofoi'e 
unknown. 

" The sufferings and losses by sea have been great 
and calamitous. The wind was too violent for any 
ship to ride it out, and they all pushed to sea, where 
most of them perished by the mere violence of the 
weather, without being driven any where on a shore. 
Out of twelve of his Majesty's ships of war that were 
exposed to it, eight have been totally lost ; and out 
of the crews of them all, not more than ten or twelve 
have been saved ! " 

In the month of December Rodney andVaughan 
agreed to attack the island of St. Vincent*s. " From 
the repeated intelligence of the inhabitants of St. 
Vincent's," says Rodney in his despatches, "we 
were made to believe that, from the severe effects of 
the late hurricane, the' fortifications the enemy had 
erected upon the mountain which commands the 
town of Kingston, and on which the security of the 
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vrhole island depends^ were in a ruinous state, and 
might be easily taken by a coup-de-main ; and more 
especially that the enemy had very few troops, and 
most of them sickly. 

" I therefore readily agreed in opinion with Gene- 
ral Vaughan, that not a moment's time should be 
lost in viewing the condition of the island ; and, if 
practicable, or with a probability of success, to make 
the attack, and restore that island to his Majesty's 
dominion.'* 

But these gallimt leaders were under the neces- 
sity of abandoning the enterprise, notwithstanding 
that the troops had been safely and successfully 
landed. 

'* I could easily perceive, on my approaching the 
island,'* adds Rodney, *' and viewing the enemy's 
works, which they had erected upon the mountain 
that commands Kingston Bay and that of Warra- 
warrow, that the reports made to us by the interested 
inhabitants of St. Vincent's were fallacious ; that in 
no one part of the said works did there appear the 
least breach or damage made by the late hurricane; 
but that the whole appeared in perfect repair, with 
a numerous and strong garrison. However, such 
was the spirit of General Vaughan, that he marched 
to the foot of the works, having dispersed every 
impediment in his way, and reconnoitered them in 
every part, in hopes to find some place vulnerable, 
where he might make the attack with a probability 
of success." 

'' Though I shall ever be ready," be concludes, 
" to assist in reconquering the British islands, or 
Attacking the enemy's^ when the General commands 
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a sufficient force for that purpose, their Lordships 
may be assured that I shall put little dependence 
upon the intelligence offered by the interested in- 
habitants of these islands, without viewing them in 
person, or by those officers upon whose judgement 
we can rely/* 

It has been seen that the British ministry bad, in 
the early part of this year, sent instructions to Sir 
George Rodney and General Vaughan to commence 
hostilities against the possessions of the States- 
General of the United Provinces in the West Indies, 
and recommending an immediate attack upon the 
island of St. Eustatius, whose inhabitants had, during 
the whole course of the war, been in the constant 
habit, in conjunction with the Dutch West India 
Company, and the merchants of Amsterdam, of 
supplying the united opponents of Britain, the 
French, Americans, and Spaniards, with naval and 
1 warlike stores. 

With this perfidious assistance, so contrary to the 
good faith of a neutral power, the belligerents had 
been enabled to sustain an offensive war, which 
they must otherwise have been compelled totally to 
abandon, and have been content with acting on the 
defensive only. 

Rodney lost not a moment in executing the 
orders he had received, and by the velocity of 
his movements secured a valuable island to this 
country without resistance. As the success of this 
enterprise, however, was a triumph to the minis- 
try, it became the object of the opposition of the 
day to depreciate its importance, or to censure 
the act itself as unjustifiable. The conduct of the 
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commanders, as contributing to the end of censuring 
the administration, did not fail to become the sub- 
ject of animadversion, and the representations of 
those persons who had deservedly suffered for their 
treachery towards this country, by a confiscation of 
their effects, were willingly listened to, and as un- 
sparingly detailed in the attack made by Mr. Burke 
and his supporters, on that gentleman's motion in 
the House of Commons for an inquiry into the pro- 
ceedings of the capture of the island. 

Although unsuccessful in casting any share of 
blame upon Sir George Rodney, who fully vindi- 
cated himself from the charges made against him, 
it unfortunately happened, from various circum- 
stances, to which it will be necessary shortly to ad- 
vert, that a conquest which ought to have secured 
to those by whom it was achieved, an ample inde- 
pendence during the residue of their days, contri- 
buted rather to impoverish and distress, and to 
diminish that fortune, which, by a long life of active 
and glorious exertion in the service of his country. 
Sir George Rodney had previously acquired. 

In consequence of the information he had ob- 
tained from an inspection of the books and papers 
of which he had taken possession, and knowing 
that his conduct would be fully justified by those 
documents, Rodney did not hesitate to declare 
much of the property, for which protection was 
claimed, to be the subject of confiscation. Mr. 
Gou vernier, an avowed agent of the Americans, 
(who notwithstanding his acting in this capacity, 
claimed protection as a British subject,) and Mr. 
Curzon, were sent home in close custody on the 
earliest opportunity. Together with these persons, 
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were transmitted the books and other documents 
already referred to, which were deposited, as in the 
safest place, in the office of the Secretary of State, 
Lord George Germaine. How long they continued 
in security, or by what means documents of such 
importance, as well to the country as to the com- 
manders, could have been removed from a public 
office, it is impossible now to ascertain. Various 
political circumstances, especially the termination 
of the American war shortly afterwards, rendered it 
expedient that the affair of St. Eustatius should not 
be thoroughly investigated, and that the conduct of 
those in this country who had secretly assisted the 
revolted colonists should not be too strictly exa- 
mined. This contributed at the time to leave the 
question involved in a degree of mystery, which has 
never since been cleared up ; although the general 
impression has ever been, that the conciliatory spirit 
which it was thus deemed politic to adopt towards 
those who during the war had assisted our enemies, 
was attended with great injustice towards the Ad- 
miral. 

The extent of that injustice, and the pecuniary 
injury Sir George Rodney in consequence sustained, 
have never been fully understood. Proceedings in 
the Cock-Pit, and in the Admiralty Court, were 
instituted by many of those parties who, as British 
subjects, laid claim to property taken and confis- 
cated in the island of St. Eustatius; and it must 
excite no ordinary indignation and astonishment, 
when it is stated as a known and undoubted fact, 
that on the Admiral applying to the Secretary of 
State, who, on a change of administration, had suc- 
ceeded Lord George Germain^, for those documents 
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which would have served as an effectual defence 
against these demands^ he was informed^ that they 
were not to he found. 

Rodney^s correspondence, both public and pri- 
vate, relative to this important capture, most incon- 
testably proved, that, not only in the affair of St. 
Eustatius, but during the whole period of his com- 
mand, his views were invariably directed to the 
advancement of the public service, and the glory 
and prosperity of his country. 

His official despatch from this island was dated fj^^ 
4th February, 1781. ^. 

" His Majesty's sloop of war the Childer s joined t^'u vAni u^ 
me on the 27th of January at Barbadoes, with their ^^^ 3. *^. 
Lordships' most secret orders and his Majesty's JUjs, ; u ;. 
royal declaration against the States-General of Hol- 
land and their subjects. 

''General Vaughan and myself lost not a mo^ 
ment's time in putting his Majesty's command into 
execution. We immediately embarked the troops 
destined for the enterprise, and the whole being 
kept a most profound secret, we sailed from St. 
Lucia the 30th of January. 

" To prevent the French penetrating our design, 
the whole fleet appeared before Fort Royal, and 
St. Pierre's, Martinique, which island we greatly 
alarmed ; and having left Rear Admiral Drake, 
with six sail of the line and two frigates, to watch 
the motions of four sail of the line and two frigates 
then in the bay of Fort Royal, late in the evening 
of the same day we proceeded for the Dutch island 
of St. Eustatius, and despatched Rear Admiral Sir 
Samuel Hood with his squadron to environ the bay 
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of St. Eustatius, and to prevent the escape of any 
Dutch ship»-of-war, or of merchant ships that might 
he at anchor there. He most effectuaUy performed 
that service. 

" On the 3d instant the general and myself, with 
the remainder of the fleet and troops, arrived in the 
bay. The men-of-war being stationed against the 
batteries, and the troops ready to disembark, the 
general and myself, in order to save the effusion of 
human blood, thought it necessary to send the 
Dutch governor the summons T have the honour to 
enclose, with which he instantly complied. 

" The surprise and astonishment of the governor 
and inhabitants of St. Eustatius is scarce to be 
conceived. The Mars, a Dutch man-of-war of thirty- 
eight guns and three hundred men, commanded by 
Count Byland, and belonging to the department of 
the Admiralty of Amsterdam, having arrived at 
St. Eustatius on the 1st instant, had allayed their 
fears of hostilities. 

" I most sincerely congratulate their Lordships 
on the severe blow the Dutch West India Com- 
pany and the perfidious magistrates of Amsterdam 
have sustained by the capture of this island. Up- 
wards of one hundred and fifty sail of ships of all 
denominations are taken in the bay, exclusive of 
the Mars, which I have commissioned and manned, 
and in a few days she will cruize against the enemy 
as a British ship of war. 

" There are besides five ships and vessels of war 
from fourteen to twenty-six guns, all complete and 
ready for service. A Dutch convoy, consisting of 
thirty sail of merchant ships richly loaded, having 
sailed from St. Eustatius under the protection of a 
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sixty-gun ship about thirty-six hours before my 
arrival, I detached Captain Reynolds, of his Ma- 
jesty's ship Monarch, with the Panther and Sibyl, 
to pursue them as far as the latitude of Bermudas, 
should he not intercept them before he got that 
length. 

**A11 the magazines and store-houses are filled, 
and even the beach covered with tobacco and sugar, 
all which shall be shipped on board the vessels 
now in the bay (if they are sufficient to contain the 
quantity) and sent under a proper convoy to Great 
Britain, to abide his Majesty's pleasure*. 

" The islands of St. Martin and Saba have sur- 
rendered, no terms whatever having been allowed 
them. 

" ' SUMMONS. 

" * Sandwich, St. Eustatius, 
February 3d, 1781. 

" * We the general officers commanding in chief his 
Britannic Majesty's fleet and army in the West 
Indies do, in his royal name, demand an instant 
surrender of the island of St. Eustatius and its 
dependencies, with every thing in and belonging 
thereto, for the use of his said Majesty. We give 
you one hourf from the delivery of this message, 

* All the produce of the West Indies and America were 
shipped on board the Dutch vessels taken in the road» and sent ^ 
under convoy to England, mostof which were taken by a French^ 
squadron at the mouth of the 'Channel. "' ""^ 

t The island having been taken at the first summons, the 
merchants had no time to destroy or secrete their hooks, upon 
an inspection of which it came out, that certain London and 
Bermudian merchants had been in the habit of furnishing the 
American privateers with warlike stores, and that, as a cloak to 
their clandestine commerce, they fixed upon a cipher, part of 
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to decide. If any resistance is made, you must 
abide by the consequences. 

«'G. B.Rodney. 
" ' J. Vauohan. 
« < To hit Excellency the Governor 
of St. Euftatius.' " 

" It is a vast capture/' said Rodney in a letter to 
the Secretary of State, " the whole I have seized for 
the King and the state, and I hope will go to the 
public revenue of my country. I do not look upon 
myself entitled to one six.pence, nor do I desire it ; 
my happiness is having been the instrument of my 
^ country in bringing this nest of villains to condign 
punishment. They deserve scourging, and they 
shall be scourged.^' 

Two days after writing this letter he had the 
gratification to learn that Captain Reynolds had 
captured the whole Dutch convoy * ; likewise that 
three large Dutch ships from Amsterdam had been 
taken. A convoy from Guadaloupe was also seized, 
and carried into the bay. 

On the 14th November, 1780, his Majesty had 
conferred a special mark of his approbation on Sir 
George Rodney, by nominating him a supernu. 
MERARY Knight Companion of the Bath, there being 
at that time no vacant stall. 

Upon the surrender of St. Eustatius, Rodney 
directed Sir Samuel Hood to prepare with his 

which consisted in calling cannon ballsyruit, and gunpowder 
grain, 

* The Dutch Admiral was killed in the action. 
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squadron for liie attack of Cura^oa, intending, at 
the same time, to despatch Rear Admiral Drake to 
attack Surinam; frigates having been ordered to 
blockade the rivers Demerara and Essequibo. 

This project, of the success of which there could 
have been no question, was unfortunately frustrated 
by intelligence which he received, and which after- 
wards proved to be incorrect, of an enemy's squad- 
ron of eight or ten sail of the line having been seen 
steering for the West Indies, to intercept which he 
despatched Sir Samuel Hood with his squadron to 
the windward of Martinique, and reinforced him 
with the ships under Drake^s command, the united 
force amounting to seventeen sail of the line and 
five frigates. 

Rodney's health, from his long and uninterrupted 
fisitiguing services, began now to be seriously af- 
fected, and he wrote to the Earl of Sandwich to 
request that he would subnsiit to the King his de- 
sire to be permitted to r^um to England for three 
months during the rainy season. "The continual 
mental and bodily fatigue that I have experienced 
for this year past,'^ said he, " preys upon me so 
much, that unless I am permitted to leave this 
climate during the rainy season, I am convinced it 
will disable me from doing my duty to his Ma- 
jesty and the state in the active manner I could 
wish, and have been used to. 

" Nothing upon earth can ever induce me to de- 
diine going upon any service that his Majesty may 
require, but such an extreme ill state of health as 
might render me unfit to perform it in the manner 
I could desire. I must therefore entreat your Lord- 
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ship to lay me with all humility at his Majesty's 
feet, and to beg his Royal peraaission, that in case 
my health should be such^ at the end of this cam- 
paign, as to require a northern climate to restore it, 
he will be graciously pleased to permit my return 
to Great Britain during the three rainy months. 
The very passage will, in all probability, brace me 
sufficiently to enable me to return hither in October, 
should his Majesty deem my presence here, during 
the season for acting, necessary. 

"I have not a wish or desire to remain one 
moment idle or unemployed. The infinite obliga- 
tions* I owe my Sovereign will for ever demand my 
constant service to be executed according to my 
utmost abilities. While I live he shall have them. 

" Your Lordship cannot judge the pain it gives 
me when I am compelled to request one moment's 
respite from the public service, but I have a comr 
plainly owing to too much activity and exertion, 
which, I am told by my physician, will absolutely 
require my leaving the torrid zone, as by relaxation 
it will daily increase.^' 

The surrender of St. Eustatius was promptly fol- 
lowed by that of the Dutch colonies of Demerara 
and Essequibo, and of the French island of St. 
' Bartholomew, by which the whole of the Leeward 
islands came into possession of his Britannic Ma- 
jesty. Of the value of these acquisitions Rodney 
thus wrote to the Earl of Sandwich. 

" These colonies in the hands of Great Britain, if 
properly encouraged, will, in a few years, employ 
more ships, and produce more revenue to the Crown 
than all the British West India islands united. 
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What blockheads," added he, " have the Dutch ^ 
been, to quarrel with the only power that could S 
destroy them." He concludes by saying, "what 
could we not have done had Cljnton sent an army ^ 
with me." Rodney had strongly urged Sir Henry 
to spare him three thousand troops upon his quit- 
ting the American station, which the latter, not 
without much reluctance, declined doing. 

The Earl of Sandwich became every day the 
more and more sensible of the value of such a 
commander as Rodney in such critical times, and 
never failed to acknowledge his services in terms of 
the highest praise and admiration. 

"Upon every despatch we receive from you," 
said his Lordship in a letter dated 21st of March, 
" a new panegyric is necessary, as you give us no 
opportunity of writing but to convey applause. I 
own that my talents upon this subject are almost 
exhausted ; and I really believe that the next con- 
quest you make I shall have nothing to say, but 
barely to repeat my acknowledgements for the great 
services you have done your country. 

" I fear you have been misled by the intelligence 
sent you by Captain Linzee, which was certainly 
well meant and well executed on his part; but you 
will long before this have found that he acted upon 
a mistake, as the fleet which he fell in with was 
certainly Monsieur d'Estaing going into Brest, 
though possibly he was standing out to sea, in 
order to get a proper offing before he pushed for 
his port. 

"I hope the intelligence we now send you is 
better founded, though I own I think it very doubtful 
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where the twenty-five sail now ready at Brest are 
destined for. The prevailing and most probaUe 
opinion is, that they are to go to the West India 
Islands, and afterwards to North America ; but it 
is also supposed that they may join the Spanish 
fleet at Cadiz, in order to dispute Admiral Darby's 
passage to Gibraltar. A very little time will clear 
up these mysteries; but I own that my present 
opinion is, that the fleet is destined in the first in- 
stance, if possible, to check your conquests. 

'' I flatter myself that neither the sea nor land 
forces will be displeased with the mode that his 
Majesty has thought of for the distribution of the 
property taken at St. Eustatius. The detail of that 
business cannot be finally settled till we hear from 
you i^ain ; but I apprehend that the general idea 
of its being distributed in proper proportions be- 
tween the captors, must be agreeable to all parties. 

" We are in daily expectation of your first con- 
voy with the Dutch men^f-war, and I shall be in 
continual anxiety till they are arrived at Spithead, 
as the enemy, if they keep a good look-out "i^, must 



* The enemy did keep a good look-out, having had the most 
correct intelligence of the sailing of this convoy. In the even- 
ing of the 3nd of May, twenty leagues to the westward of Soilly, 
lat. 49'' 47', with a light breeze from N. £., Monsieur de la Motte 
Piquet, having under his command six ships of the line (viz., one 
of one hundred and ten guns, two of seventy-four, and three of 
sixty four), besides frigates, fell in with Commodore Hotham's 
fleet, and kept company with them during the night. At day^ 
break on the 3rd he gave chase, and gained fast upon them. This 
being perceived by Commodore Hotham, he made a signal for an 
enemy, for the convoy to disperse, and endeavour to save them- 
selves; also for the war-ships to draw closer to him. The enemy 
made after the convoy, and captured about tweuty of them. The 
remainder were fortunate enough to make their escape— most of 
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be m^teni of the Channel till the return of Admiral 
Darby's fleet. 

'' I have nothing to add^ but to express my wish, 
that you may go on in the line in which your rapid 
progress has been hitherto directed. That Fortune 
may still smile upon you, and success attend all 
your operations^ will be the constant prayer of, 

" &c. &c. &c." 

Again in a letter 3rd May. '* I am tired of 
congratulating you upon your successes ; and as I 
foresee future claims from you of the same nature, 
I believe I must hereafter leave what I have to say 
on these subjects to our official correspondence. 

*' I troubled you so lately by Lieutenant Hood, 
of the Ranger Cutter, that I shall not, at present, 
trespass much farther on your patience than by 
informing you that I thought it advisable to make 
your application, for leave to come hopae, an official 
letter. You will, therefore, receive an answer to it 
from Mr. Stephens, but I own I flatter myself that 
you will not avail yourself of your permission to ^ 
leave your command inihejiresentjcritical situa|lon 
of our affairs. The wEole govemmenlTltod the 
public in general, are satis6ed while you retain 
your command. What can you wish for the public 
service, or for your own honour and advantage, by 
leaving it for a single hour P The war cannot last 
much longer ; why had you rather that the scene in 
the West Indies, where you have reaped so many 
laurels, should close under any other management 

them into Beerhaven in Ireland, where they found Commodore 
Hotbiun with the ihips of war. 
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than your own ? It is most probable that the French 
fleet in your seas will go to North America, in the 
hurricane months. No one can so well judge of 
the propriety of following them as yourself, and I 
cannot conceive why you should desire to leave 
this very nice point to be decided by others, who 
have not your experience or credit with the public. 

" You will observe that I write now as a private 
friend, and not as the head of the Naval Depart- 
ment ; therefore you will of course consider your 
self as to be guided entirely by your own feelings, 
and by the instructions you have received in the 
proper channel of correspondence. 

" I much wish that the Swallow and Ranger 
cutters may have reached you time enough to ap. 
prize you of the approach of the fleet under De 
Grasse. The false alarm you received from the 
well meant, though ill founded, intelligence sent 
you by Captain Linzee, has, I fear stopped the 
career of your conquests, which would otherwise 
have added Surinam and probably Cura9oa to the 
British dominions. 

" I fear that unless you are so fortunate as to 
intercept Monsieur De Grasse before his arrival at 
Martinique, he will be considerably superior to you 
in the number of his ships, therefore our chief de- 
pendence must be, for a time at least, on the skill 
and conduct of our commander-in^hief and the 
bravery of the officers and people under him ; for 
we have not the possibility of adding a ship to your 
fleet, nor the means of making any detachments, 
except two or three ships to the East Indies, where 
every thing is at stake, till some time after Admiral 
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Darby's return from the Mediterranean, of whom 
we have had no authentic information since he left 
the coast of Ireland on the 27th of March. 

" The Dutch naval force is certainly very con- 
temptible, if we consider them as a maritime power ; 
but still their little, added to France, Spain, and 
America, and their vicinity to their own coast, adds 
considerably to our difficulties, and renders our 
fleet less adequate to the services that are expected 
from it. 

" If you should avail yourself of your leave to 
come home, you may be assured that I shall be 
happy to embrace you ; but I own I do not wish to 
see you till you have completed the great work you 
have so successfully begun, and to which I may ' 
say (without suspicion or flattery) I think no one 
equal but yourself. 

" I am, &c. &c." 

As the arrival of a powerful French fleet under 
De Grasse might every day be expected, Rodney 
reinforced his trusty and vigilant second with three 
additional sail of the line, directing him to keep 
Fort Royal, Martinique, under close blockade, and 
to detach a number of look-out frigates to windward 
of that island, acquainting him at the same time 
that he should join him as soon as he should have 
been able to place the island of St. Eustatius in a 
state of security. 

" The infinite fatigue and trouble I have had 
since the capture of this island," said he, *' assisting 
in putting it in order, is more than I can bear. I 
shsdl leave it in a very few days to the care of 
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General Vaughan and its garrison, (it is now forti- 
fied,) and shall join tlie fleet off Martinique. 

''Tlie moment the public business is finished 
here, and my presence can be dispensed with, I 
propose to join you at Martinique, which island I 
know to be in the greatest distress for want of pro- 
visions. Our duty is to keep it blockaded in the 
best manner the force under our command will 
admit, for which purpose I have signified to the 
governors of Martinique and Guadaloupe that I 
shall admit no more flags of truce, and have given 
orders for all those now at St Eustatius to sail, and 
upon no account return, under the penalty of being 
detained as prisoners of war." 

Upon the subject of these flags of truce some 
sharp letters* passed between Rodney and that 
spirited and enterprising officer the Marquis de 
Bouille, who closed his correspondence in the fol- 
lowing energetic terms. 

'* I repeat once more that you may act as you 
please towards our flags of truce. To quiet your 
apprehensions on that score, I shall send no more. 
In future the interpreters of our sentiments shall 
be our cannon. By these means we shall avoid 

*vjii one of these letters Rodney observes, '< I am sorry to 
find, that a man of such high rank and consequence as the Mar- 
quis de Bouill^ should descend so far as, from an intelligence 
which he himself confesses came in an indirect way, to use 
menaces. 

** British Admirals neither fear nor use threats. They are 
responsible for their actions to none but their Sovereign, and 
their country, and were never known to insult an open and de* 
dared enemy. Such have been ever treated with humanity and 
respect." 
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political disputes, so fastidious and disgusting in 
themselves, and which are more in the department 
of ambassadors than of soldiers/' 

Towards the end of April, Sir George, writing to 
Lady Rodney, expressed the extreme anxiety which 
himself and General Vaughan were under to be 
informed in what manner the British nation had 
received the news of the capture of the Dutch 
islands, &c. &c. 

" I cannot express,** continued he, " the fatigue 
I have suffered at this island. Had I not stayed 
here, every villany would have been practised, and 
by persons who call themselves English. 

" The island is put into a state almost impregna- 
ble, and I hope when the convoy sails for England, 
which will be on the 30th of this month, Vaughan 
and myself will leave it, instead of the greatest em- 
porium upon earth, a mere desert, and only known 
by report ; yet, this rock of only six miles in length, 
and three in breadth, has done England more harm 
than all the arms of her most potent enemies, and 
alone supported the infamous American rebellion. 

*' May all the enemies of Britain meet the same 
fate, and add to them the whole who have been her 
most mischievous and most dangerous foes. I 
shall be happy to hear that the King is pleased. I 
owe every thing to him, and to him alone. No 
inducement shall ever make me forget the infinite 
obligations I lie under to him. Had we but an 
army, and proper implements of war, much might 
be done, but ships alone cannot take mountains," 

On the 4th of May the Russel, one of Sir Samuel 
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Hood's squadron, arrived in a very crippled condi. 
tion at St. Eustatius, with the intelligence that the 
Admiral had had a very smart action with the fleet 
under the command of De Grasse, consisting of 
twenty one sail of the line, which had been joined 
by four more from Fort Royal during the engage- 
ment, and which finally succeeded in forcing its 
way into Fort Royal in spite of Hood's gallant 
endeavours with a very inferior force to prevent it. 

Rodney, with a despatch almost incredible, re- 
paired in a few hours the damages the Russel had 
sustained, and having instantly despatched the 
several convoys bound for Great Britain, Jamaica, 
and America, he sailed on the 6th with the Sand- 
wich and Triumph, in quest of Hood, whom he 
joined near the island of Antigua^ whither he pro- 
ceeded for a few days to refit and refresh his fleet, 
despatching some fast sailing vessels to St. Lucie, 
which island, he suspected, the French had a design 
upon, to apprize the Governor, General St. Leger 
that he should immediately hasten to its relief. 

His suspicions were well founded ; for the day he 
left Antigua a frigate from St Lucie arrived with 
the intelligence that the French had actually in- 
vested that island with a fleet of twenty-five sail of 
the line, and that the Marquis de Bouille had 
landed and possessed himself of Gros Islet, and 
demanded the surrender of Pigeon Island to him, 
but that he had been repulsed with great gallantry 
by the garrison, assisted by some frigates*, which 

• The fortunate arrival of his Majesty's ships Thetis, Santa 
Monica, Sibyl, and Scourge, off the careenage, greatly contri- 
buted to the preservation of the island. Captain Robert Linzee 
immediately waited upon General St. Leger, to know in what 
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had most opportunely arrived at the moment of 
attack, moreover that the French troops had re-em- 
barked in the night, leaving a quantity of ammuni- 
tion and baggage behind them, and that the whole 
aimament had returned to Fort Royal. Rodney 
thereupon having reinforced St. Lucie with a few 
frigates, bore away for Barbadoes to watch the future 
motions of the enemy. 

At this period Rodney addressed the following 
letter to Mr. Stephens ; an admirable specimen of 

manner the naval department could best assist him on this occa- 
sion. The General was of opinion that the ships should come 
into the careenage immediately. In doing this, the Thetis struck 
upon a rock, and was sunk and totally lost. It was resolved that 
detachments of the seamen and marines should be forthwith landed 
from the ships. Part of these corps, under the command of 
Captains John Linzee, Rodney, Smith, and Hichens, went to the 
assistance of the troops posted on Mount Fortun6e. The cheer- 
fulness and alacrity with which these troops marched on this 
service raised the spirits of all around them, and animated them 
to exert themselves in making an obstinate resistance. The vi- 
gilance of General St Leger, at this moment of danger and diffi- 
culty, was extremely conspicuous, and proved that he was well 
qualified to discharge the important duties which he had to exe- 
cute; and the ardour of the troops could be equalled only hy 
the same disposition which displayed itself in the officers and 
seamen of his Majesty's ships. The planters, the merchants 
resident in the island, the masters of the trading vessels and 
their sailors — all of them ascended the hills, and repaired to the 
different posts assigned to them with the greatest alacrity. The 
whole force seemed animated with one spirit, and the effects of 
this spirit the enemy would have experienced, if they had dared 
to put their threatened attack in execution ; but contrary to the 
expectation of the garrison, instead of marching to assault the 
British works, they took a very opposite route, and moved si- 
lently off to the beach, where they re-embarked their troops in the 
night, and retired to the bay of Fort Royal, in such a hurry, as 
prevented their taking on board all their baggage, a part of which, 
with a quantity of ammunition, they left on the island. 
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his firm, spirited, and manly style of writing, and 
truly characteristic of the man. 

" TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ. 

" Same date. 
*' I have been favoured with all your letters^ from 
the 30th of March to the 4th of May, by the Actaeon, 
the Ranger cutter, and the packets. I am extremely 
concerned that I am under the necessity of acquaint- 
ing their Lordships, that though it is the duty of 
every subject to know the acts of the legislature, 

yet I must own that I was totally i|{iiOlUiit uf thai 

act of ps^rliament, which released the masters and 
mates of the rebel unarmed trading vessels ; nor, 
till I had the honour of your letter^ could I have 
imagined that so fatal an act had passed the legis- 
lature of Great Britain. My duty compels me 
forcibly to represent to their Lordships, that from 
the observations I have made, and the proofs I can 
produce, this very act has, in a great measure, been 
the cause of the continuance of the American 
rebellion. 

" The mistaken lenity of the British parliament, 
in making any difference between rebels in armed 
vessels, and rebels in merchant ships, instead of 
making that impression upon the minds of the 
deluded Americans which it was supposed it would, 
encouraged them in their rebellion, and promoted 
that commerce by which alone it had subsisted. 

" Believe me. Sir, there is but one way of bringing 
them to reason. Make no difference between their 
armed and unarmed vessels, transport all that are 
taken across the Atlantic to Great Britain, and I 
will answer for it with my reputation, that they wiU 
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soon be without anned or trading vessels ; which 
will bring them to humble submission. Commerce, 
commerce alone, has supported them in their rebel, 
lion : cut off that resource, and it will soon subside. 
I speak, Sir, from known facts, that the men naviga- 
ting the American armed and trading vessels dread 
nothing so much as their being sent prisoners across 
the Atlantic to Great Britain. When they know 
that must be their fate if taken, it will be impossi- 
ble for the merchants (the only support of the re- 
bellion) to prevaO on them to go to sea. An end 
to commerce is an end to rebellion. 

*' As a faithful subject to my Sovereign, a lover of 
my country, and an abhorrer of rebellion, I must 
hope that some true patriot will move the repeal of 
such an act of Parliament, which if continued, must 
prove fatal to the country. 

" If the duty I owe my King, and the service he 
has thought proper to employ me in, did not pre- 
vent my personal appearance in parliament, I 
should, with the highest satisfaction, second such 
good motion, regardless of the resentment of those 
men who, from mistaken motives, can take the part, 
and support the cause, of rebels and traitors to their 
Sang, and parricides to their mother country. 

"I must now. Sir, acknowledge the favour of 
your letter of the 3rd of May, wherein you acquaint 
me that his Majesty has been most graciously 
pleased to grant me his royal permission at the 
end of this campaign, during the rainy months to 
return to Great Britain, if my ill health should 
make it necessary. 

" In answer to his Majesty's goodness, I can 
only say, that though my health is much hurt by 
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the great fatigues I have undergone, and the heat 
of the climate, yet I cannot, nor will not, avail 
myself of his Majesty's goodness, while his service 
demands my continuance in these seas, or the 
superiority of the enemy's forces requires my strict- 
est attention towards defeating any designs they 
may have formed against his Majesty's territories; 
but while I have vigour of mind sufficient to enable 
me to give orders, and do my duty, I will never 
decline for one moment the services I owe my 
Sovereign, but will keep a watchful eye over the 
enemy's fleet : and though they have succeeded, 
and Tobago surrendered to them, from motives I 
am yet a stranger to, they shall not have it in their 
power to attack any of his Majesty's principal 
islands without the risk of a general battle ; and I 
beg you will assure their Lordships, that let them 
go where they will, I will attend their motions, and 
watch every opportunity whereby I may attack 
them with advantage." 

On the 27th of May Rodney received information 
that a small squadron of the enemy, with nine hun- 
dred troops on board, had sailed to attack the island 
of Tobago ; wherefore he forthwith despatched Drake, 
with six sail of the line, and some troops, to its as- 
sistance, with orders to acquaint the Governor that 
he should himself sail in a day or two with an addi- 
tional force under Vaughan. On approaching the 
island, Drake discovered the whole French fleet, 
under De Grasse, standing into the bay ; whereupon 
he immediately rejoined Rodney, who had strictly 
enjoined him on no account to hazard an action 
with a much superior force. Rodney now pro- 
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ceeded with all press of sail to the relief of his friends, 
but had the mortificalion to find that Governor Fer- 
gruson bad surrendered the preceding day to the 
Marquis de Bouille. 

" Thus, Sir," said Rodney in his despatches, "has 
one of his Majesty's islands, when assured and cer- 
tain of support, heen given up to the public enemy. 
I am convinced that something extraordinary must 
have happened, which could have induced Governor 
Ferguson and the troops to have capitulated ; but 
I hope, and sincerely believe, that though the enemy 
have in a manner stolen the island of Tobago, they 
will have no reason to boast at the end of the cam- 
paign. I will do my best towards lowering their 
pride, and will certainly attack them, provided they 
give me a proper opportunity. I must now, Sir, 
acquaint you,'* he continues, " that after receiving 
the intelligence of the surrender of Tobago, I stood 
with the fleet to the northward, and about two in 
the afternoon of the 9th instant, descried from the 
mast-head the enemy's fleet to leeward, towards 
Grenada and the Grenadilles. Before sunset we 
had neared them very considerably, and plainly 
observed that they consisted of twenty-nine sail, 
twenty-four of which were of the line, and five fri- 
gates*. Their situation was such as rendered it 
impossible to attack them with a probability of suc- 
cess, as it was in their power, night coming on, to 
entangle his Majesty's fleet among the Grenadilles, 
to decoy them into the channel between Grenada 
and the Spanish main, where the currents are so 
rapid that the fleet might have been driven far to 
leeward, while the enemy had it in their power to 
* The British fleet were only twenty sail of the line. 

M 
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anchor under the batteries of Grenada, and rejoice 
at the sight of the British fleet being caught in their 
deception, and driving far to leeward, which would 
certainly have been attended with the capture of 
Barbadoes, which island must have surrendered, if 
attacked, before I could possibly have g^ven it suc- 
cour, for such had been the neglect of the legislature 
and inhabitants of that island, that notwithstanding 
eight months had elapsed since the calamity they 
had experienced from the hurricane, which had to- 
tally ruined all their fortifications, they had notgiven 
the least attention towards its defence. All their 
forts were in ruins, and their cannon remaining dis- 
mounted, with their muzzles in the sea. My letter 
to the governor awoke them to a sense of their dan- 
ger ; and I must do them the justice to say, the 
alacrity they have since shown in recruiting the 
forts and putting their island in a state of defence, 
does them honour, and is very meritorious, as the 
greatest part is done by public subscription, first 
set on foot by the inhabitants of Bridge Town. 

" Such, Sir, being the situation of the island of 
Barbadoes, and the enemy's fleet standing to north- 
ward, as well as his Majesty's, I flattered myself 
that they, depending upon their superior number, 
might be induced to risk a battle, and I was in 
hopes to draw them by the next morning, to the 
windward of the island of St. Vincent, where we 
should have had sea room to have attacked them. 
With this view I gave orders that all the lights of 
the fleet should be particularly conspicuous to the 
enemy, that in case they chose an action, they might 
be sure their wishes should be complied with the 
next day. 
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*' On the 6th in the morning at daybreak^ then to 
windward of St. Vincent, the enemy appeared in 
sight. They had tacked in the night, and as I bear, 
sheltered themselves in Consland Bay, Tobt^o. 
We instantly sent a reinforcement of troops to St. 
Lucia, to strengthen the garrison and put that island 
out of all danger; and as Barbadoes was the only 
island in a totally defenceless state, and capable of 
being taken by a coup de main, I thought it my 
duty instantly to repair with the fleet to that island, 
not only to stimulate the inhabitants to a sense of 
their danger, but likewise ta protect the convoys 
daily expected from Cork and Great Britain, hold- 
ing the fleet in constant readiness to proceed on 
service, stationing frigates to observe the enemy's 
fleet, that I might have timely notice of all their 
motions.*' 

Ever since his arrival with the squadron under 
his command at Barbadoes, Rodney had been at 
uncommon pains in causing it to be supplied with 
fresh provisions and vegetables. This measure was 
attended with the most salutary effects, for the sick- 
ness graduaUy abated among the crews, and their 
recovery was much more rapid than could have 
been expected. To prevent the French privateers 
from picking up any straggling ships of the con- 
voys expected from Europe, the Admiral detached 
Commodore Affleck on the 16th of June, with four 
sail of the line and a frigate, viz. Intrepid, Monarch, 
Alfred, Centaur, and Amazon; ordering them to 
cruise from ten to twenty leagues to the windward 
of Barbadoes, to look out for any ships of the enemy 
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that migbt fall in his way, and to protect the trade 
of his Majesty's subjects. 

The Commodore was also instructed to return 
every fine day within such a distance of Carlisle 
Bay, as to be able to observe signals made from 
thenoe, and in case none should be made for his 
recall, to retam to his former station. 

The Commodore brought in the convoy from 
Cork along with him on the 20th, and on the 28th 
the Admiral detached Captain Saxton with two 
ships of the line and a frigate, to look out for the 
convoy expected from England. 

La Nymphe frigate being on a cruise off Marti- 
nique on the 5th of July, perceived the French 
squadron, and a large convoy coming out of Fort 
Royal, and soon after that, saw several of their 
ships in chase of him. He made off as fast as he 
could until it was dark, and then tacked, and stood 
towards them with a view of capturing some of the 
convoy, that he might be able to give Sir George 
Rodney an exact account of the enemy's strength 
and destination. This he had the good fortune to 
accomplish early in the morning of the 6th, when 
he took a schooner called the Adelaide, from the 
master of which he learned that the fleet was com- 
manded by Count de Grasse, that it consisted of 
twenty-five sail of the line, two ships of fifty guns, 
three armed en flute, five frigates, and near two hun- 
dred sail of merchant ships, collected from the dif- 
ferent French islands, and that it was currently 
reported they were bound to St. Domingo. 

With this important intelligence, Captain Ford 
immediately made Rodney acquainted, who, as 
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soon as he possibly could after the receipt of it, 
despatched the Swallow sloop to New York, and 
the Vaughan sloop to Jamaica, with letters to the 
admirals on these stations, informing them that 
Monsieur de Grasse had left Martinique, and put- 
ting them on their guard. 

As Rodney had great reason to believe that the 
French intended to go and co-operate with their 
American allies, he gave orders to Hood to hold 
himself in readiness to proceed to New York with 
the greatest part of the fleet, and to put himself 
under the orders of Rear- Admiral Graves. 

The Admiral had fully intended to go himself to 
North America, but his state of health was such, 
that he found it necessary to avail himself of his 
Majesty's permission to return to England for his 
recovery. For this purpose he ordered his own 
ship, the Sandwich, to be surveyed, and she was 
reported to be in such a bad condition, that she 
could not proceed to England without being hove 
down. He was therefore obliged to send her to 
Jamaica to undergo the repairs necessary for her 
voyage. The Gibraltar was also in such a condition 
as rendered it necessary she should return to Eng* 
land to be refitted *. The iron fastenings of her 
rudder had been so corroded by the copper sheath- 
ing, that it was in danger of falling off. Her great 
draught of water, which was twenty -seven feet, pre- 
vented her being sent to New York, as she could 
not cross the bar of Sandy Hook, and the compo- 

* The Gibraltar had been the Phoenix, one of the prizes taken 
in the action with Langara, a magnificent ship of eighty guns. 
She was built at the Havaonah, of cedar and mahogany, and is 
now a sheer hulk in Plymouth harbour. 
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sition bolts and fastenings, which she so much 
needed, could be more expeditiously given her in 
England, than either at Jamaica or Halifax. He 
therefore resolved to hoist his flag on board of 
her, in consequence of which, Rear-Admiral Drake 
shifted his flag on board the Princessa. Having 
collected the trading ships of the different islands, 
he despatched them for Europe, escorted by the 
Triumph, Panther, Boreas, and two bomb-ketches. 

Rodney sailed for Europe on the first of August, 
leaving the command of the fleet in the West Indies, 
during his absence, to Sir Samuel Hood. He like- 
wise took with him the Pegasus frigate, that if he 
should find his health recover on going to the north- 
ward, he might proceed in her to New York, and 
there take the command of the squadron on that 
station, but when he got as far as the latitude of 
Bermuda, not finding his health sufficiently im- 
proved, he despatched the Pegasus with letters to 
the admiral commanding in chief his Majesty's 
ships and vessels in North America, acquainting 
him that he might daily expect Sir Samuel Hood, 
with the fleet from the Leeward Islands, at New 
York. 

Sir George Rodney sailed from Cork harbour 
the following day, and arrived in Cawsand Bay on 
the 19th of September, whence he proceeded directly 
to London. Lord Powis's house in Albemarle-street 
had been taken for his residence, where he arrived 
amidst the greetings of thousands of his country- 
men, the women strewing his path, as he descended 
from his carriage, with flowers and garlands. 

On the morning of the same day, the 24th, he 
had waited upon his Majesty at Windsor, from 
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whom he met with a most flattering and gracious 
reception, and on the 26th he attended his Majesty's 
levee at St. James's. 

After remaining a short time in London^ for the 
benefit of surgical advice, the Admiral repaired to 
Bath, to recruit his exhausted constitution, and, if 
possible, to re-establish his health ; for which, how- 
ever, he had but brief time allowed him, for, in the 
month of November he was again summoned to his 
country's service, having received his sovereign's 
commands to return to his station in the West In- 
dies, with a powerful reinforcement, the prepara- 
tions for which he was ordered to hasten with the 
utmost diligence. The sphere of his command now 
extended to the whole West Indies, in place of 
being confined, as before, to the windward station, 
so much did the government confide in his superior 
skill and knowledge. Early in the month of No- 
vember, therefore, he returned to London, and imme- 
diately entered upon the execution of the great and 
important task assigned him ; and how diligently, 
how skilfully, and how gloriously he consummated 
it, will be amply shown in the ensuing pages. 

In the course of this month his Majesty bestowed 
a further mark of his royal" favour upon him, by " 
appointing him to succeed Lord Hawke as Vice- 
Admiral of Great Britain. 

On the 4th of December the long wished-for op- 
portunity presented itself to him of publicly vindi- 
cating himself from the charges which had been 
brought forward in the House of Commons in the 
preceding session, by Mr. Burke and his associates 
in opposition. The obloquy attempted to be cast 
upon his fair fame and character, during his ab- 



168 LIFE OF LORD RODNEY. 

sence, and at a time when he was exerting his best 
energies to baffle and defeat the enterprises of the 
combined enemies of his country, had caused him 
infinite chagrin and anxiety, and, no doubt, the 
desire of confronting his enemies, and publicly re- 
futing their accusations, was among the principal 
motives for his return to England at this period, 
independently of the necessity there was for his 
enjoying a temporary respite from his unparalleled 
fatigues, and for consulting the best surgical advice. 

When, therefore, Mr. Burke moved, "That the 
House resolve itself into a committee of the whole 
house, in order to inquire into the confiscation of 
the effects, wares, and merchandise belonging to his 
Majesty's new subjects in the island of St. Eusta^ 
tins ; and further to inquire into the sale, distribu- 
tion, and mode of conveyance of a great part of the 
said effects, wares, and merchandise to the islands 
belonging to France, and to the other ports of the 
dominions belonging to his Majesty's enemies:" 
and after this motion had been supported by the 
usual ability and unrivalled eloquence of the mover, 
and seconded by all the talents of his political 
friends, 

Sir George Rodney rose, and in a speech delivered 
with a warmth very natural on such an occasion, 
but with the grace and dignity by which he was 
distinguished, thus addressed the House : — 

''When I first made my appearance before St. 
Eustatius, it was for the purpose of cutting ofif sup- 
plies from the enemy, and with the fixed resolution 
not to grant any terms to the inhabitants. 

"The Dutch, though nominally the friends of 
this country, had, during the course of my com- 
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mand in the West Indies, been the friends of our 
enemies, and to punish and check both, nothing had 
appeared more effectual than the reduction of the 
island; the inhabitants of which were animated 
with a rooted aversion to us, and the most cordial 
regard for the French and Americans. Among 
these inhabitants there were many, who while they 
called themselves Englishmen, were not ashamed 
to disgrace themselves and their country, by assist- 
ing her enemies with the means to wound her. Such 
people deserved no favour, and to them I had re- 
solved to show none. But, when I seized all the 
property on the island, it was not for my own use. 
At the time I thought it would all belong to the 
King, and that it was my duty to see the most made 
of it, to carry into the public treasury : I wished not 
for a shilling of it. I had no other idea at the time, 
but that the whole belonged of right to my country; 
and, therefore, in all that I did for the preservation 
of that property, it was for my country, and not for 
myself, that I was acting. 

" The Honourable Gentleman charged me with 
having suffered the stores, provisions, &c. &c. to be 
carried into the enemy's islands, directly or circuit- 
ously through the neutral islands, but this was the 
very reverse of truth, for I had given orders that 
none of the stores or provisions should be sold, but 
sent to his Majesty's yard at Antigua; and so strict 
and particular had I been in this respect, that I was 
not satisfied with examining the clearance of every 
ship that went out ; I caused her to anchor under 
my stem, and had her examined by commissioned 
officer^ and if she had more provisions on board 
than were necessary for their voyage, they were 
always taken out. 
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'' As to the charge of my remaining inactive for 
three months at St. Eustatius, my answer is, that I 
had at that time planned two expeditions, which I 
was just on the point of carrying into execution, the 
one against Curayoa, the other against Surinam* 
when I received advice from the commander of a 
convoy, hy a quick sailing vessel, that he had seen 
ten or twelve sail of the line, with ahout seventy 
transports, steering for Martinique, and that he had 
kept them in sight for two days. This intelligence 
made me renounce my designs against the Dutch 
settlements, and I despatched Sir Samuel Hood 
with fifteen sail of the line to cruise in the track of 
Martinique. 

" Sir Samuel Hood was as competent to a com- 
mand as myself; therefore, there was no crime in 
despatching him on that service, and I thought fif- 
teen ships able to fight ten or twelve. Unfortunately, 
the intelligence was not true with respect to the real 
numbers of the enemy, and Sir Samuel had been 
driven so far to leeward, that he could not prevent 
the ships in Fort Royal from getting out to join 
De Grasse. This, however, was not a fault ; it was 
unavoidable. My instructions had been good. I 
had ordered the island to be blocked up, and that 
frigates should be stationed ten, fifteen, twenty, 
thirty, forty, fifty leagues from the shore, in the 
track of the enemy. 

'^ As to the ships I had detained at St. Eustatius, 
the Sandwich and Triumph were at that time in so 
bad a condition, that I intended to send them home 
with the first convoy. 

" As soon as I heard of the affair between Sir Sa- 
muel Hood and the Comte de Grasse, I joined the 
fleet with the determined resolution to renew the 
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action, if the enemy would give me a fair opportu- 
nity so to do. When the French landed at St. 
Lucie, I undoubtedly should have had the desired 
opportunity to come to action, if intelligence had 
not been conveyed to the enemy that I was ap- 
proaching. A letter had been sent to Monsieur de 
Grasse with that advice, and a duplicate of it was 
despatched soon after. The first reached its desti. 
nation, the second was intercepted. The contents 
were, that the English were doubling Guadaloupe, 
and in twenty-four hours would be upon the French 
Admiral with their whole force. This put an end 
to what the Comte de Grasse called his feint 
against St. Lucie, for, before daybreak he embarked 
the troops and sailed away. 

"With regard to Tobago/' continued Rodney, 
" as soon as I heard that it had been attacked, I 
immediately sent Rear Admiral Drake with six sail 
of the line to relieve it. This I thought a sufficient 
force, as I understood that the descent had been 
covered only by two or three ships of the line; and 
the six I sent against them were the best sailers, 
and in the best condition of any in my fleet, and 
were all copper-bottomed. When I found the whole 
of the enemy's fleet were at sea, I was obliged to 
watch their motions. They endeavoured to allure 
me to leeward, but if I had been tempted, Barba- 
does would have fallen. I was therefore obliged 
to keep to windward, still determined to succour 
the island. I despatched to Tobago three officers, 
in three different vessels. Two of them fell into 
the hands of the enemy. The third got to the house 
of a planter, and there, to his great surprise, he 
learned that the island had surrendered two days 
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before ; and was further told by bim, that ten thou- 
sand men could not retake it. At this time, the 
two fleets were in sight of the island. 

" As to the charge brought by the Governor of 
Tobago, all I shall add to what I have already said, 
is, that the guns I had sent the year before, for the 
defence of the island, had never been mounted. 

*' As to the disaster in America, I will inform 
the House what steps I had taken to prevent it I 
had sent to the commander in chief at Jamaica, to 
send the Prince William and Torbay to America 
with the greatest despatch, and I had sent also to 
the commander in chief in America, desiring he 
would collect his whole force, and meet me with it 
off the Capes of Virginia, and in case he could not 
meet me, that he would acquaint me with it by one 
of his frigates, but no answer was sent either to Sir 
Samuel Hood or myself, for I was then so ill, that 
I was coming home. I had sent twice to the ad- 
miral at Jamaica, and three times to the admiral at 
New York. One of my three despatches miscar- 
ried; the vessel that conveyed it being forced on 
shore by some privateers, and from that circum- 
stance I had learned always in future to keep co- 
pies of every despatch, for of that I had none. 
If the admiral in America had met Sir Samuel 
Hood near the Chesapeak, the probability was, that 
De Grasse would have been defeated, and the sur- 
render of Lord Comwallis prevented.'' 

Mr. Burke's motion was negatived by a majority 
of one hundred and sixty-three i^inst eighty- 
seven. 

To the honour of Mr. Burke it must be recorded, 
that when the first notice of Lord Rodney's victory 
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of the 12th of April in the succeeding year was 
communicated to the House of Commons, before 
which a most unmerited charge against him had 
been made by himself and others, for his conduct 
at St. Eustatius, thus expressed himself. 

" If there is a bald spot on the noble Admiral's 
head let us cover it with laurel;'' and the prosecu- 
tion was abandoned. 

" Rodney's character, both public and private," 
says an eminent modem writer, " though it did not 
escape calumny, passed successfully through the 
ordeal, and we have no doubt that the laurels which 
have flourished on his tomb for eight and thirty 
years, will stand a more severe gale than a mere 
transient breeze, which, though it may just ruffle 
their leaves, will pass away without leaving the 
slightest blight behind." 

The above was written in consequence of some 
recent attempts made to deprive Rodney of the 
merit of breaking the line. 

On one of the first days of December Rodney 
had a closet audience of the King on the subject of 
the ensuing service, in which his Majesty expressed 
great anxiety regarding the safety of the West 
India islands, intelligence having just then arrived 
that the Comte de Grasse, after a drawn battle with 
the British fleet off the Chesapeake, and the sur- 
render of the army under Lord Comwallis, had 
sailed with his whole fleet to the windward station. 
Upon this Sir George, with his characteristic warmth 
of patriotism and loyalty, said to his Majesty, that 
in place of waiting, as had been arranged, for the 
intended reinforcement, all the ships of which could 
not be ready for three weeks he would leave Lon- 
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don the next day, and sail with whatever force he 
might find ready*. He accordingly repaired to 
Portsmouth the following day, accompanied hy his 
secretary, and Dr. Gilbert Blane. Here he found 
only four ships in readiness, with which he sailed, 
and was to be joined by two more off Plymouth, 
but having met with contrary winds in the channel, 
he was forced intoTorbay, where the fleet was wind- 
bound for three weeks, during which time the others 
had completed their repairs, and a squadron of 
twelve sailed in the middle of January, 1782; and, 
in spite of the most boisterous weather, exposing 
his fleet to the most imminent danger, he happily 
succeeded in weathering Ushant on the 17th of the 
same month t. 

The risk he ran was great and fearful, but he 
knew that the eyes of all England were fixed upon 
him, her existence as a nation depending solely 
upon his courage and conduct, and upon his ar- 
rival in the West Indies before De Grasse could 
receive his reinforcements. Well might the Earl 

♦ On Rodney's retam from his interview with his Majesty, 
he met with his friend Sir Walter Farquhar, who, after some 
conversation, shook hands with him, wishing him success on 
his return to the West Indies. " Many thanks to you," replied 
Sir George, '* for your good wishes, in return for which I pro- 
mise vou I will bring you back a present ofDe Gras^" 

t A singular anecdote is related of Rodney, connected with 
his departure from England at this period. 

The Comte de Grasse, in the course of the preceding summer, 
had been heard to speak of Sir George Rodney's conduct in 
terms of ridicule, which bad come to the knowledge of Sir 
George just as he was on the point of embarking for the West 
Indies. On the evening of the day before be embarked, being 
in company with some officers at the Fountain inn, Sir George 
adverted to the circumstance of De Grasse's observation, and 
declared that, if ever he met with his flag, one of them must be a 
prisoner. 



1 
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of Sandwich, in his farewell letter to him, wherein 
he sanctions Rodney's proposal of taking some field 
officers of marines with him in his fleet, make this 
declaration. "The fate of the empire is in your 
hands, and I have no reason to wish that it should 
be in any other.'* 

The following extracts from his letters will best 
depict the state of Rodney's mind prior to his put- 
ting to sea. 

" I am this moment arrived here," says he, in a 
letter to Lady Rodney, dated Cawsand Bay, Dec. 
24th, 1781, "after beating down the Channel 
against the wind, which proved bad the moment I 
got on the back of the Isle of Wight. I dare say 
every person at Portsmouth expected my return to 
St. Helen's road. Nothing but the extreme bad- 
ness of the weather could have induced me to an- 
chor here, and the certainty of losing ground had 
I kept the sea, which must have compelled me to 
have anchored in Torbay. While the weather con- 
tinues to blow at south-west, I must remain here, 
as there is little likelihood of my getting down the 
Channel at this season with a foul wind ; but as I 
have not been here one hour, and have received 
notice by two prizes this moment that Admiral 
Kempenfelt*, with the squadron under his com- 

* This intrepid and skilful officer, (whose valuable services 
were afterwards lost to his country by the disastrous sinking of 
the Royal George,) whilst cruising with only twelve sail of the 
line, on the 12th of December, fell in with the French fleet, 
under Count de Guichen, consisting of nineteen sail of the line, 
besides two armed en flute, engaged them, and succeeded, by a 
masterly manoeuvre, in cutting off fifteen of the enemy's convoy, 
having on board 1063 soldiers, and 548 seamen. Only two of 
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mand, fell in with the French fleet four days from 
Brest, consisting of seventeen sail of the line, and 
one handred transports, several of the latter taken ; 
and the English, consisting of fourteen sail of the 
line, were, when the prizes left the fleet, engaging 
the French fleet, there can he hut little doubt that 
a general battle ensued on the Idth instant. The 
wind being now south-west, and blowing fresh, we 
may hourly expect news of this great event. God 
send it may be si^ch as we wish. I have not a 
doubt of success, as six of our ships are three- 
deckers, a force equal to ten of t)ie enemy — ^at least 
it will cripple the French squadron, and oblige 
them to return to port, which will give me time to 
be in the West Indies before them. In all proba- 
bility I shall sail at daylight tojnorrow morning. 
Nothing shall keep me in port but bad weather. 
The Formidable is not ready, but will be in six or 
seven days ; if I stay, I will go on board her. 

"Our dear girls' pictures are hung up in my 
cabin; I own it is a very great relief to me 
when I look at them ; at the same time I abuse the 
painter most heartily. The dog shall never draw 
mine, he has done so much injustice to them. Give 
my dearest love to them, and the other little ones. 
Adieu. &c. &c. &c.'' 

Again on Christmas day he writes. '^The 
weather still keeps me here, and until the wind 
changes I shall not be able to get out of the Chan- 
nel, which I am not sorry for, as we shall go in full, 
force, and certainly be in the West Indies before 

the French ships of war made good their voyage to the West 
Indies ; the rest returned to BresL 
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tbe French fleet, which, I am sure, has heen most 
severely buffeted about, and in all probability been 
obliged to put back into Brest, or some other port 
.in France. Certain I am it has not been possible 
for them to make any way to the westward ; and 
by a frigate this day, the Captain informs me he 
saw part of them steering back for Brest, and that 
one of the largest ships was under jury-masts. 

'' My gout still continues in both feet, but my 
right hand is much easier, and I can write without 
pain. I hate this place. I have taught them brisk- 
ness and activity, which all the ports much want. 
The Formidable will be ready in two days. Had 
I kept the sea, I certainly had been driven back to 
St. Helen's." 

On the 28th again. " Nothing but storms at this 
confounded place; however, it will scatter the 
enemy's ships, many of whom, I am sure, must 
have suffered much if they have continued at sea. 

" My gout has been very severe indeed, but my 
hand is better, as you may perceive by my writing; 
however, it has pinched me much. 

" Had I not come here, the Formidable would 
not have been ready these six weeks. To-morrow 
she will be ready to go into the Sound. It is aston- 
ishing — the neglect and slowness of the officers, 
both civil and military. The whole town of Ply- 
mouth and Dock declare that more work has been 
done here since my arrival than had been for two 
months before. Such is the effect of fear. They 
knew there was no trifling with me, and that my 
eyes, though myself confined by the gout,twere 
always upon them. 
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" Remember me t» my dear girls, to whom I will 
write to-morrow. It now blows a storm. Adieu.*' 

" It is to me a great satisfaction," says Rodney, 
writing to the Admiralty, December 31 si, "to know 
that the wind will prevent the enemy's getting to the 
westward, and I have not a doabt but we shall yet 
arrive before them in the West Indies, or intercept 
them in their passage. 

" Every nerve shall be strained for so desirable a 
purpose, nor shall one moment be lost when wind 
and weather permit my putting to sea ; while I am 
obliged to remain here, I will hasten the equipment 
of every ship ordered to go with or to follow me. 

" I beg you will assure their Lordships, that their 
anxiety cannot be greater than my own, and that 
I shall be miserable till we get sight of the enemy's 
fleet. 

" The force I am now honoured with is such when 
joined, that I flatter myself it will restore the em- 
pire of the ocean to Great Britain. Nothing shall 
be wanting on my part towards effecting so desira- 
ble an event." 

On his arrival at St. Lucie, he wrote the following 
detail of affairs since leaving England to Lady 
Rodney. 

"Through storms, and tempests, and contrary 
winds, we forced our way in five weeks to Barba- 
does, where my stay was only a few hours, till the 
breeze allowed us to sail. I was in hopes of saving 
St. Christopher's, and attacking the French fleet 
rather than besieging it ; but when I got ofl* Antigua, 
and had my fleet ready to force their way through 
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the enemy, which I had resolved to do, I had the 
disappointment of learning that St. Christophei^'s 
had surrendered, with Nevis and Montserrat ; that 
Sir Samuel Hood, with the fleet, was gone from 
Antigua on his way to Barhadoes; and that th* 
enemy's fleet were gone towards Martinique, hear- 
ing that cme of my squadrons had arrived at Bar- 
hadoes. The intelligence was sent them by one of 
the loyal inhabitants of Barhadoes. 

*' Count de Grasse, dreading my junction with 
Sir Samuel Hood, chose to make the best of his way 
to Martinique. I had the good fortune to join Sir 
Samuel at sea, and endeavoured to get off" Martini- 
que before De Grasse ; but as he had the start two 
days before my arrival oiF Antigua, he harboured 
his fleet in Port Royal Bay. 1 had hoped, as he 
Tvent to leeward of the island, that he might have been 
becalmed. Had that been the case, nothing could 
have prevented my bringing him to action. That 
great event is postponed; but every opportunity 
that offers shall be taken to decide the empire of 
the sea. 

'^The French have in Port Royal thirty-one sail 
of the line, and ten frigates. I have them daily 
reconnoitered. My fleet, at present, consists of 
thirty-six sail of the line ; and though several of 
them are in very bad condition, I am convinced 
I have sufficient to beat the enemy. Sir Samuel 
Hood's squadron wants everything, and not one 
morsel of bread amongst them. Government is not 
to blame — it is the contractor's agents, who, I sup- 
pose, have sold it to make a good market. Judge 
with what impatience I wait for the convoy from 
England, in which all our stores and provisions are 
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coming, for none are here. Should the Spanish 
fleet intercept them, what condition shall we be in? 
However, I have the satisfaction to know that the 
enemy are worse off than ourselves. It shall be 
my business to keep them so. 

" Two of the French squadron which sailed from 
France, joined De Grasse at St. Christopher's, be- 
fore the reduction of that island, viz., Le Triom- 
phant^ eighty-four, and Le Brave, seventy-four guns 
— no others. The rest were driven back by the vio- 
lent storms you experienced in England. 

"None but an English squadron, and copper 
bottoms, could have forced their way to the West 

Indies as we have done. Poor 's fatal cape off 

Ushant we weathered in a storm but two leagues, 
the sea mountains high, which made a fair breach 
over the Formidable and the Namur, but it was 
necessary for the public seiTice that every risk 
should be run. Persist and Conquer is a maxim 
that I hold good in war, even against the elements, 
and it has answered, for till I got the length of 
Madeira, nothing but violent gales prevailed, which 
you are sea-woman enough to know were directly 
contrary; yet, notwithstanding this, we made a 
passage in five weeks, which is scarcely credible. 

"This being the first letter I have been able to 
write since my violent fit of the gout in both hands 
and feet, I am so tired that I must stop, and go on 
to-morrow. 

'• I think the winter season has followed us : no- 
thing but violent hard gales, and such a sea, that 
half the boats of the fleet have been stove in water- 
ing, which has delayed us much in refitting ; if it 
can be called refitting, without stores or provisions. 
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The delay of the sailing of the convoy from Eng- 
land has been the occasion. I expect them every 
day. The enemy are worse off, being in want of 
everything, but snug in Port Royal. 

" I would not, for the world, have left the por- 
traits of my dear girls behind me. They are the 
joy of my life, and converse with me daily. By 
looking at them they calm my mind, and even ease 
the torment of the gopt, when it is upon me. I 
hope, by the very severe fit which took me at Ply- 
mouth, and deprived me of the use of both hands 
and feet, that I shall not have a return of it for 
some time at least. 

" The excessive fatigue both of body and mind I 
at present experience is easier imagined than de- 
scribed. The fleet I found here were in want of 
everything ; there is no villany some of the mer- 
chants of these islands are not guilty of, and they 
take every opportunity of carrying on a traitorous 
correspondence with the enemy, supplying them 
with provisions, &c. &c. Barbadoes is the worst 
of them all. Tell Sir P. Gibbs as much. They 
wish to be taken, but the rogues shall be disap- 
pointed while I remain here. The island is in no 
state of defence, and their legislature will not raise 
one penny to repair the fortifications. 

" When you see Sir Ralph Payne, tell him that 
the inhabitants of Basseterre, in St. Christopher's, 
suffered the enemy to land without firing a single 
gun, though they had three veiy good batteries 
which might have done good service and destroyed 
many of the enemy, and certainly prevented their 
landing at Basseterre ; nay, during the whole time 
the British fleet lay there, not one single inhabitant 
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came on board, or ^ve Sir Samuel Hood the least 
intelligence, such was their loyalty and patriotism. 

"The merchants of Basseterre put into their ca- 
pitulation, that the ships coming from Eng^land 
should have leave to land their cargoes unmo- 
lested at that island ; they foi^ot that another per- 
son's leave was necessary, when they chose to be 
French subjects. Not one barrel of provisions will 
I suffer to pass to that island. They are French, 
and as French will I treat them. The French, in 
want of everything, were glad to catch at that arti- 
cle, in hopes by that means to supply themselves 
with the provisions destined for St. Christopher's. 
It is indifferent to the merchants who are the pur- 
chasers, provided that they get their price. I hear 
they intend to petition me. I shall treat them as 
they deserve, if they do, for I hate traitors. 

" The surprise of St. Eustatius is the most dis- 
graceful affair that ever happened to a nation*. A 
garrison of eight hundred veteran troops, in an 
island impregnable if attacked by an army of ten 
thousand men ; yet this Colonel Cockburne, with 
his. eyes open, and after he had but the day before 
sent a letter to General Christie at Barbadoes, ac- 
quainting him that he had completed all the bat« 
teries, and made the island impregnable to every- 
thing but a surprise, which he would answer should 
never be the case while he commanded; yet this 
very man the next day withdrew the guard from the 
battery where the enemy landed, displaced the man 
fi*om the signal-house, and put a person in his place 

• Rodney had received the mortifying intelligence prior to 
his departure from England, of the surprise and surrender of this 
inland to the French forces.' > 
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that could not see. When told that three French 
fng^ates were off the island, he grossly abused the 
informant; and upon a poor negro's acquainting 
bim that the enemy were landed, he threatened to 
hang him. 

'* Count Dillon tells the whole story to every 
person, and that the Marquis de Bouille and the 
three hundred soldiers that landed, expected no- 
thing but being prisoners of war. All their boats 
were stove in ten thousand pieces, all their ammu- 
nition wet, and not one firelock capable of going 
oflf. On firing the morning gun the enemy con- 
cluded it was an alarm, and were ready to lay down 
their arms upon the first demand. They took 
courage upon their not being attacked, marched up 
to the fort, and rushed in with their bayonets. 
Cockbume was taken the first man on horseback ; 
all the ofBcers in their quarters, and the soldiers in 
their barracks. What do they not all deserve? 
250,000/. of our money in the hands of the Colonel 

and Mr. F , seized and retaken. This money 

I had insisted should be taken out of their hand^ 
and sent to New York with Sir Samuel Hood, for 
the use of the army, whereby good bills might have 
been obtained, and the money long since lodged in 

the Bank. Mr. F has refused to give Sir 

Samuel any account of it since his arrival at Barba- 
does, and has the insolence to say that he will not 
do it unless forced by law. I will order him to be 
called to account, however, the moment he arrives 
in England. 

*' You may show this letter to our friend Farqu- 
har, and let him know that I am ready at a mor 
ment's warning to assist Jamaica. I have forwarded 
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their convoy under the protection of a seventy-four 
gun-ship, and have ordered Admiral Rowley to keep 
a good look-out, and constantly send me express 
upon express, that I may know the situation of 
affairs, and have likewise directed him to join me 
with his squadron to windward of the island, that I 
might attack the conjunct fleets, and prevent their 
invasion of it. 

" I am of opinion that the great events which 
must decide the empire of the ocean, will he either 
off Jamaica or St. Domingo ; and as I know you 
are a great politician, I make you thus mistress of 
this affair, that you may inform our Jamaica friends 
at home that I have their preservation entirely at 
heart." 

Rodney had reached Barhadoes on the 19th of 
February, and he joined Hood on the 25th, to lee- 
ward of Antigua. That gallant officer had twice 
engaged and beat off De Grasse with a very infe- 
rior force in Basseterre roads, but could not save 
St. Christopher's, which surrendered after a slight 
resistance. 

De Grasse, hearing of Rodney's approach, sailed 
for Fort Royal, Martinique, capturing the island of 
Montserrat on his way. Rodney, foiled in his hope 
of intercepting his opponent before he could reach 
that port, sailed instantly for St. Lucie, "where, 
having dispersed his frigates in such a manner as 
to render it impossible for De Grasse to put to sea 
in any direction without his having immediate no- 
tice thereof, and having in a very few days put his 
fleet into the best, possible order, he waited with 
intense anxiety the issuing forth of his foe.. 
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The ^rand scene of Rodney^s glory was now fast 
approaching, when he was not only to crush and 
annihilate the mighty projects of the coalesced 
powers of France, Spain, &c., &c., hut to triumph 
over the malice of his enemies at home, who, al- 
though they succeeded in depriving him of his 
conunand, could not roh him of his popularity, nor 
of his renown, the former of which he enjoyed, and 
was his consolation to the last hour of his existence; 
and the latter of which is inscribed, and will en- 
dure, in the annals of his country, until she shall 
be blotted from the list of nations. 

The French fleet at this time assembled in Fort 
Royal Bay, Martinique, consisted of thirty-three 
sail of the line, and two ships of fifty guns, and in 
this fleet were embarked a large body of troops, viz. 
five thousand four hundred men, accompanied with 
a train of heavy cannon, and every other requisite 
for accomplishing the reduction of an island of 
such importance as Jamaica. In forming an idea 
of the number of ships and vessels which composed 
this fleet, the artillery and ammunition vessels, those 
' destined to carry the baggage and tent equipage, 
and the trade for Hispaniola, are to be reckoned^ 
forming altogether a very large convoy. 

The design of the Comte de Grasse * was to pro- 

* " With this great force it seemed to be the French Admiral's 
intention to reach the harboar of Cape Fran9ois without hazard- 
ing an action with a superior fleet. For this purpose, after 
leaving Martinique, he kept to windward, steering close to the 
island of Dominique ; and it appeared that he intended to con- 
tinue his course near the islands, keeping his convoy between 
the ships and the shore. He might be encouraged to hope that 
he would be successful in avoiding an action, as he had on a 
former occasion completed the conquest of Tobago, notwith- 
standing the presence of the British naval force, and as he well 
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ceed with all the diligence in his power, to Hispan- 
ic^ where he was to join the forces under the 
Spanish Admiral, and whose united strength would 
have been so superior as to have bid defiance to any 
exertions of the British Admiral, whose situation 
was now full of danger and intense anxiety. Not 
only did the preservation of Jamaica^ and the other 
West Indian islands, depend upon the successful 
exertion of the fleet under his command, but the 
interest of the British empire demanded that the 
enemy should be defeated, as nothing but the most 
complete and decisive victory could prevent the 
nation from falling into that degradation with which 
she was threatened. Not only were her power and 
pre-eminence at stake, but her existence as an in- 
dependent nation, which she had to defend against 
enemies who were actuated by every motive of 
policy, ambition, and resentment. A most import- 
ant crisis therefore was now approaching, and at no 
period of our history did there ever depend so much 
upon the issue of a naval combat. 
The subjoined account of the operations of the 

knew tbe difficulty of bringing on a battle with a great fleet 
inclined to avoid it. 

** But the prospect of advantage which presented itself to the 
French Admiral on the 9th, was the occasion of his defeat on 
the 12th. It was the apparent opportunity of disabling the van 
of the British fleet, whilst the centre and rear were becalmed, 
which the Count de Grasse had not sufficient prudence to resist, 
and this fixed bis fate, and that of the expedition. 

" Had he uniformly declined coming to action, and kept his 
fleet in the best positions for defending bis convoy, and for re- 
pelling the attacks which tbe British might have made upon 
him, it is impossible to say what the consequences might not 
have been of a junction with the Spaniards, which, in that event, 
he might possibly have been able to eflfect." — Beatsok's iVomi 
9.nd Military Memnrs, 
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British fleet, from the 8th to the 12th of April, is 
extracted from Sir Gilbert Blane's Select Disserta-' 
Hans on Subjects of Medical Science, a work replete 
with interest and information. The concluding nar^ 
rative of the great battle of the 12th, written by the 
friend and companion of the Admiral, and who was 
by his side during the greater part of that glorious 
day, is an invaluable document. Upon its accu- 
racy the most perfect reliance may be placed, it 
being the testimony of an acute, intelligent, and 
observing man, whose mental powers were at that 
period in their utmost vigour. 

" On the morning of the 8th of April, a signal 
was made through a chain of frigates* stationed 
between St. Lucie and Martinique, that the enemy's 
fleet had unmoored, and were proceeding to sea. 
Upon this the British fleet, at that moment in com- 
plete readiness, took up their anchors, and in little 
more than two hours were all under weigh, standing 
towards the enemy with all the sail they could 
crowd. It was the decided policy of the French 
commander not on any account to hazard a battle, 
the sole object of the expedition being that of join- 
ing a large sea and land force of the Spaniards 
then waiting at Cape Francois, in order to proceed 
against Jamaica with their joint armament, amount- 
ing to the overwhelming force of near fifty ships of 
the line, and twenty thousand land troops f. 

* " Captain Byron, of the Andromache, an active, brisk, and 
intelligent officer, watched their motions with such attention, 
that on the 8th instant, at daylight, he made the signal of the 
enemy's coming out, &c. &c." — Vide Sir G. Rodtiey's despatch, 
\^tk April. 

t When the account of the preliminaries of peace arrived in 
the West Indies, the Marquis de Bouill^, the Governor of Mar- 
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"This mighty and deep-laid scheme, so hostile 
to the best interests of the British nation, could no 
otherwise be disconcerted than by the discomfiture 
of the armament now rising into full view. In pro- 
portion to the momentousness of the object was the 
anxiety of our Commander-in-chief to overtake and 
attack the enemies of his country ; and there has 
seldom occurred in the history of rival nations an 
occasion in which higher interests or a deeper stake 
in point of honour were to be contended for, than 
what presented itself at this momenta We gained 
so much upon them, that next morning the van 
and centre of our fleet, including the flag-ship, had 
got within cannon-shot of our enemy's rear, and a 
sharp cannonade ensued, which however proved 
partial and indecisive, from the falling of the wind> 
and from a great part of our fleet being becalmed 
under the high lands of Dominique. In the course 
of the two next days, the enemy, by dint of great 
efforts, kept far to windward, and would probably 
have made their escape had they not been brought 
down on the 11th to save one of their ships which 
had dropped to leeward, in consequence of being 
crippled by running foul of another ship in the 

tinique, heretofore our determined enemy, and whose name is 
BO well known in the history of the French revolution, dined 
with Admiral Pigot one day in Gros Islet Bay, and in the frank- 
ness of conversation told us what their plan was, had the war 
continued. The whole naval force of our allied enemies were to 
have rendezvoused in Constant Bay, Tohago, to the amount of 
fifty or sixty sail of the line, and a proportionate land force, suffi- 
cient for a sweeping conquest of the whole of our sugar colonies, 
from Barbadoes to Jamaica. So confident were the Spaniards 
of their success in this expedition, tbat Don Galvez, the officer 
who was to command it, before he sailed from the Flavannah, 
was addressed in council as Governor of Jamaica, 
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night*. By this casualty, we had the inexpressible 
pleasure, at daybreak, on the 12th, to discover that 
we were in a situation to weather a large part of the 
enemy's fleet, which was now reduced to thirty 
ships, two having been so much damaged by the 
action of the 9th, that they could not resume their 
place in the line, and one having been rendered 
inefficient by the accident above mentioned. 

" The line of battle was formed in an incredibly 
short time, the officers of the fleet having acquired 
the utmost experience i n na val evolutions in the 
course of the two last^ yeai-s^"^ practice on this 
station. 

" About half an hour before the engagement com- 
menced, at breakfast on board of the Formidable, 
the company consisting of the Admiral, Sir Charlea 
Douglas, captain of the fleet (an officer whose func- 
tions nearly correspond with those of the adjutant- 
general of an army). Captain Simmons, commander 
of the ship. Lord Cranstoun, a volunteer post cap- 
tain, the admiral's secretary, and myself, the con- 
versation naturally turned on the glorious prospects 
of the day ; and Lord Cranstoun remarked, that if 
our fleet maintained its present relative position, 
steering the same course close hauled on the oppo- 
site tack to the enemy, we must necessarily pass 
through their line in running along, and closing 
with it in action. 

" The Admiral visibly caught the idea, and no 
doubt decided in his own mind at that moment to 
attempt a manoeuvre at that time hitherto unprac- 

* The Zel6, of 74 guns, ran foal of the Ville de Paris, on the 
night of the 10th. 
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tised in naval tactics*. It was accordingly prac- 
tised by him with the most complete success, setting 
the illustrious example in the ship which bore his 
own flag; for the signal for close action being 
thrown out, and adhered to in letter and spirit for 
about an hour, and after taking and returning the 
fire of one half of the French force, under one ge- 
neral blaze and peal of thunder along both lines, 
the Formidable broke through that of the enemy. 
In the act of doing so, we passed within pistol-shot 
of the Glorieux, of seventy-four guns, which was so 
roughly handled, that, being shorn of all her masts f, 
bowsprit, and ensign staff, but with the white flag 
nailed to the stump of one of the masts, breathing 
defiance as it were in her last moments, became a 
motionless hulk, presenting a spectacle which struck 
our Admiral's fancy as not unlike the remains of a 
^y fallen hero, for, being an indefatigable reader of 

* Qu£ry, Did not Sir George Rodney attempt this manoeuvre 
in bis action with De Guichen, on the 17ih of April, 1780 ? He 
broke entirely through the French line in the Sandwich, but not 
being properly supported by the other ships of bis fleet, he failed 
in his object of cutting off a portion of the enemy's fleet. 

t "This was no doabt the act of the French oflicers; for 
though we had proofs of the inferiority of their seamen to ours 
in point of bravery, the same cannot be said of their comman- 
ders, who are as high-minded men as any in the world. We 
found among the prisoners many persons of distinguished birth. 
The Glorieux was commanded by Viscomte d'Escars, of the 
house of Fitz James, as remarkable for his intrepid courage as 
for bis rooted hatred to the English name and nation. On board- 
ing her, our officers found that he had been killed in the battle, 
and they were shown the stains of blood on the gunnel, where 
his body was thrown overboard. 

" There were among the captive officers two of the celebrated 
family of St. Simon, the Viscomte de Betisy, and others." 

By Sir G, Blane. 
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Homer, be exclaimed, that now was to be the con- ^ 
test for the body of Patroclus ; but the contest waft . 
already at an end, for the enemy's fleet being separ 
rated, fell into confusion, a total rout ensued, and 
victory was no longer doubtful. 

"It was natural, at first sight, to attribute this 
success to the numerical superioiity of our ships ; 
but it was computed by Sir Charles Douglas (the 
most enlightened and scientific naval officer with 
whom I was ever acquainted), that the sum total of 
the weight of a broadside of the French fleet ex- 
ceeded that of the British fleet by four thousand 
three hundred and ninety-six pounds; and although 
the number of our guns exceeded that of theirs by 
oiie hundred and fifty-six, their lower-deck batte- 
ries, in ships of seventy-four guns and upwards, 
consist of thirty-six pounders, which, according to 
the difference of the pound of the two nations, are 
equal to our forty-two pounders, and gave the enemy 
the abovementioned preponderance of metal on the 
whole amount. The diffierence in the number of 
men was still more considerable ; for besides that 
the French have a much greater complement of 
men to the same tonn^e, they had the assistance 
of a large body of land forces*. 

" The only cause, therefore, that can be assigned 
for British superiority in this and in many other 
naval encounters, can be no other than the close- 
ness of the action — an advantage, however, which, 

* " Comte De Grasse/' said Rodney in a private letter to 
his family, *' who is at this moment sitting in my stern gallery, 
tells me that he thought his fleet superior to mine, and does so 
still, though I had two more in number; and 1 am of his opi- 
nion, as his was composed of large ships, and ten of mine were 
only sixty-fours." 
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beings mutual and equals can be available only to 
tbat party which possesses the moral pre-eminence 
of undaunted courage, and the consequent physical 
superiority of a better sustained fire ; and this was 
never more fully exemplified and proved than in 
the present instance. 

" In breaking the line, the Formidable passed so 
near the Glorieux, that I could see the cannoniers 
throwing away their sponges and handspikes in 
order to save themselves by running below, while 
our guns were served with the utmost animation. 
Another advantage of close fight is, that more of the 
shot tell in this situ ati6n7 though they are much 
less destructive both to ships and men ; unless, ac- 
cording to the recommendation of Robins, a smaller 
charge of powder should be used in close action. 
Distant shot, in consequence of their momentum 
being spent, make large chasms in a ship's side, 
shivering whole planks, and causing innumerable 
splinters, more destructive to men than the ball 
itself; whereas a close shot cuts so clear, that it 
makes an orifice even less than its own diameter, 
and without producing splinters. The average pro- 
portion of wounded to killed is about three to one ; 
but this ratio will vary according to the distance 
and the charge of powder*." 

* *' It is remarkable that at the battle of Navarino,on the 20th 
October, 1827, the proportion of wounded to killed was consi- 
derably less in the British than in the ships of the two allied 
powers. They stand in the Gazette as follows : 

In the British ships, 73 killed, 90 wounded. 
In the French . . 43 ditto 144 ditto. 
In the Russian . . 50 ditto 137 ditto. 
" This can be no otherwise accounted for than by the greater 
proximity of the British to the enemy." — By Sir G, Blane, 
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In addition to the above account^ the Editor can- 
not forbear inserting an extract of a private letter 
written by the same gentleman, on the 22d of April, 
] 782, giving a more copious and interesting detail 
of the incidents which occurred in this memorable 
battle, than has ever yet been presented to the 
public. 

** TO LORD DALRYMPJLE, BRITISH MINISTER AT THE 
COURT OF WARSAW. 

" Formidable, at Sea, abreast of Porto Rico, 
April 22d, 1782. 

"Immediately after cutting the French line, Sir 
George Rodney made the signal for the van to tack, 
and gain the wind of the enemy, which was accord, 
ingly done. The action during the rest of the day 
was partial and desultory, the enemy never being 
able to form, and several of the ships being obliged 
to lie by and repair their damages. 

"As the signal for the line was now hauled down, 
every ship annoyed the enemy as their respective 
commanders judged best, and the French struck 
their colours in succession, to the number I have 
mentioned. Though the victory was decided in 
the moment at which the Formidable broke the 
French line, the effect of it on the spirits of the fleet 
was not complete till the Ville de Paris struck her 
colours. The thrill of ecstasy that penetrated every ^ 
British bosom in the triumphant moment of her 
surrender is not to be described. 

" The loss upon our side, in both days, has been 
two hundred and sixty-one killed, and eight hun- 
dred and thirty-seven wounded. One of the great 
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advantages of the day was, that all^ou^ships were 
pretty equally engaged, so that the enemy suffered 
more or less from eacll^ ship, and none of ours was 
totally disabled, the whole being so disposed that 
each was ready to second and take off the fire from 
the other. This indeed has, I believe, without dis- 
pute, been the mos^ regular sea fight, upon a great 
scale, that feistory records; ancfthe steady inva- 
riable winds of this climate are particularly favour, 
able to such a rencounter. 

" If superior beings make a sport of the quarrels 
of mortals, they could not have chosen a better 
theatre for this grand and magnificent exhibition, 
nor could they ever have better entertainment, than 
this day afforded. 

" The carnage on board the prizes is dreadful, 
and the damages of the enemy are in every respect 
greater than ours. By the best accounts that could 
be obtained, the Ville de Paris had near three hun- 
dred men killed and wounded. I see the marks of 
innumerable shot in her sides, and many have 
entered in a raking direction ; and her rigging is so 
torn, that she has neither a sail left, nor mast fit to 
carry a sail, so that, being unable to keep up with 
her friends in their flight, and falling now into the 
middle of our fleet, the Comte de Grasse had done 
all that honour required, and was sufficiently justi- 
fied in striking his flag. 

" The Glorieux, when boarded, presented a scene 
of complete horror. The numbers killed were so 
great, that the surviving, either from want of leisure, 
or through dismay, had not thrown the bodies of 
the killed overboard, so that the decks were covered 
with the blood and mangled limbs of the dead, as 



LIFE OF LORD RODNEY. 195 

well as the wounded and dyings now forlorn and 
helpless in their suffering's. 

"You know, my Lord, it has very generally been 
the' fashion of late, among the more enlightened, but 
whom I would call the more sceptical Englishmen, 
to ridicule, as a vulgar and groundless prejudice, 
the opinion of our being superior to our neighbours 
in naval skill and courage ; and of this I was more 
than half persuaded myself. I requested permis- 
sion of my friend and patron, the Admiral, to allow 
me to be at his side on this as well as on former 
occasions, one of my reasons for which was, that I 
have known officers* wounded on the quarter-deck, 
who have died from loss of blood for want of assist- 
ance ; and though I was not bred to surgery, I know 
how to stop the bleeding of a limb by means of 
instruments which I carried in my pocket. 

" I can aver, therefore, from my own observation, 
that Fjag nch fi re slackens as we approach, and is 
totally sU^t when we are close alongside. I glory, 
therefore, in this victory, not only for the imme- 
diate beneficial consequences it must have on our 
political interests, b.ut as it serves to retrieve the 
national character, and makes us feel ourselves once 
more the masters of the ocean. 

"The French, from a spirit of speculative sys- 
tem, surpass us perhaps in the art of signals and 
tactics, and, by applying the principles of science 
to naval architecture, excel us in ship-building, but 

• " Captain Bayne, of the Alfred, killed in the action of the 
9th of April, was thought to have expired by an haemorrhage 
from the leg, which took place while he was carried to the 
cockpit, so that the timely application of a tourniqaet might have 
saved the valuable life of that excellent o£5cer." — By Sir G. 
BUme, 



196 UF£ OF LORD RODNEY. 

practical seamanship is not suited to their genius. 
Their ships of war are neither disciplined, commo- 
dious, nor even decent; and when the personal 
exertion and presence of mind, necessary in clc«e 
action, come to be called for, I apprehend Ih^'are 
tlien at a loss. It ought not to be concealed, how^ 
ever, (except from our enemies) that we had at this 
time an advantage over them which we never en. 

V joyed before — I mean the mechanical improvement 
in working artillery, invented and introduced by 
Sir Charles Douglas, who on this day acted as first 
captain to the Commander-in-chief. 

" In these two actions of the 9th and 12th, we 
lost two officers of great reputation — Captain Bayne, 
of the Alfred, and Captain Blair of the Anson. The 
gallant and amiable Lord Robert Manners, captain 
of the Resolution, lost his leg, and had his arm 
broke. He is gone to England in the frigate which 
carries the despatches*. 
y " In the ensuing night we were not favoured with 

^ moonlight, as in the action with the Spanish fleet, 
two years before ; so that, if the pursuit had been 
continued, our ships, in the darkness and confusion 
of the night, would have been in danger of firing into 
each other. Owing to this cause, as well as the 
want of repairs, the incumbrance of prizes, the 

* This joang nobleman commanded the Resolution of serenty- 
four guns, and lost his leg, besides receiving a wound in his 
arm and breast from a splinter. He unfortunately died of 
locked jaw on his passage to England ; and though he shared 
a fate to be enried by every lover of true fame, his loss can 
never be enough deplored by his country and friends, having 
been formed by his great virtues and accomplishments, joined 
to the lustre of his rank, to hold out an example of all that was 
good and great as ft^man and as an officer. He died at the age 
of twenty-four. His life was useful, and his death glorious. 



tIFE OF LORD RODNEY. 197 

calms which prevailed for some days afterwards, 
and the knowledge of a Spanish fleet to leeward, 
our fleet remained near the scene of action till the 
17th, when Sir Samuel Hood was sent a-head with 
his division, and joined us to-day with the Jason 
and Caton, French ships of sixty-four guns, a frigate, 
and a sloop of war, which he took on the 20th. The 
two ships of the line had been disabled in the ac- 
tion of the 9th, and, after repairing at GuadaJoupe, 
were proceeding to join the rest of the fleet to lee- 
ward, without knowing of their defeat. 

" The greater part of our fleet is proceeding to 
Jamaica, and we are now in sight of Hispaniola. 
The prizes are so disabled, that all but one have 
been obliged to be taken in tow by our men-of-war, 
which renders our progress slow. 

"By this defeat of the enemy, all our colonies 
are in safety for this season, for the French have 
drained their Caribbee islands of all the troops they 
can spare, to the number of five thousand four hun- 
dred, who were on board their ships of war; toge- 
ther with every implement for a great siege, and 
were certainly destined to act against Jamaica, in 
conjunction with a great sea and land force of the 
Spaniards, which arrived some weeks ago at St. 
Domingo, from the Havannah. Our victory, as well 
as our immediate presence at Jamaica, will effectu- 
ally render this combined armament abortive. 

" After the surrender of the Ville de Paris, the 
Admiral sent Lord Cranstoun, one of the captains 
of the Formidable, on board of that ship, to beg the 
Comte de Grasse to remain there at his ease, if he 
chose. He came voluntarily on board the Formida- 
ble next morning, and remained there for two days. 
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during wbich time I had a great deal of conversa. 
tion with him and his officers. Sir Charles Douglas 
did me the honour to introduce me to him thus : — 
' C* est le medecin de nos armees navales, qui est presque 
assez habile pour f aire revivre les marts;' to which 
the Count, humouring the badinage, answered, 'Et 
peut-etre pour f aire mourir les vivants,' 

" He bears his reverse of fortune with equanimi- 
ty, conscious, as he says, that he has done his duty, 
and I found him very affable and communicative* 
I told him that the people of England had begun 
to despair of the safety of Jamaica, fearing that he 
was to complete his career of success by taking it. 
He said he would have done so, had his Court kept 
their word, by sending him twelve ships of the line 
in November, as they promised. Mais nos ministres 
out si retardes, et si renardes, que f ai manque mon 
coup, comine vous voyez. He attributes his misfor- 
tune, not to the inferiority of his force, but to the 
base desertion of his officers in the other ships, to 
whom he made the signal to rally, and even hailed 
them to abide by him, but was abandoned. They 

all blame B n ^Ue in particular, whom they 

cannot hear mentioned with, patience; and they 
represent him as a mere charlatan, who, by a know- 
ledge of the world and a plausibility of tongue, has 
persuaded some favourites of the Court that he is a 
man of talents, though without a grain either of 
spirit or professional ability. We know, from wo- 
ful experience, the ruinous effects of party divisions 
in our own navy, in consequence of an unsuccess- 
ful engagement ; and it is probable that this may 
create dissensions in that of France as destructive 
as our victory. 
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*'Tbe following is a list of the French ships 
taken or destroyed ; — 

" The Ville de Paris, of 106 guns, larger than any of our 
first rates, and the finest national trophy ever won at sea, in 
good repair, and copper-bottomed *. 

** The Glorieuz, of 74 guns, a prime ship, and the fastest 
sailer in the French navy, coppered. 

" The Cfesar, of 74 guns, coppered. 

" The Hector, of 74 guns, an old ship. 

" The Ardent t, of 64 guns, retaken ; the only British ship of 
the line left to the enemy this war. 

" The Caton and Jason t, of 64 guns. 

" The Annille, of 32 guns. 

** The Ceres, of 18 guns, retaken. 

** A ship of tlie line called the Zodiac, is supposed to be sunk; 
bat of this we have no certainty. 

"Thejate of the Caesar has been truly pitiable. 
The night of the action, soon after dark, she took 
fire, by an English marine carrying a candle below 
in search of liquor, and a cask of spirits catching 
fire^ the flames spread so fast, that they could not 
be extinguished. After burning for some time, 
till the fire reached the powder magazine, the ship 
blew up — the second horrid spectacle of this kind 
to which I liave been witness, having also seen the 
explosion of the St. Domingo, a Spanish ship of the 
line, in the action off Cape St. Vincent, two years 
before. The French captain, who had been severely 

* This ship was a present given by the city of Paris to Louis 
the Fifteenth towards the close of the late war. In compliment 
to the donors, the King of France named her the Ville de Paris. 
No pains or expense were spared to render the gift worthy of 
that great city, and of the monarch to whom it was presented. 
She is reported to have cost 176,<)00/. in building and fitting her 
for sea. 

t On the arrival of these two ships, the Ardent and Jason, in 
England, the former was named the Tiger, and the latter the 
Argonaut. 
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wounded^ the English officer who boarded her> to- 
gether with the greater part of the men on board, 

. both British and French, perished. Some saved 
themselves before the explosion; others who sur- 
vived it, and clung to parts of the wreck, were most 
of them either overwhelmed in the waves, or misera. 
bly scorched with the flames; and those who at- 
tempted to save them relate, that they saw a spec- 

. tacle too horrid to describe — the men who clung to 
/ the wreck torn off by the voracious sharks, which 

j always swarm in these seas after an engagement, 

/and were not yet glutted with the carnage of the 

^preceding day. 

'* One would wish to pass over these horrors in 
silence — not wantonly to wound the feelings of the 
tender-hearted part of mankind ; but I wish I had 
the eloquence of Tully, to set them in such a true 
v/ and forcible light as to melt the rulers of the earth, 
and to make statesmen consider well what they are 
doing when they involve their fellow-creatures in 
war. 

''We have endeavoured to form some conjectures 
of the loss of the enemy in men ; and from the data 
we now have, we suppose there cannot be less than 
V fourteen thousand taken, killed, and otherwise hars 
de combat. The ordinary complements of their 
ships are considerably greater than ours, and the 
troops with whom they were crowded at this time 
made the slaughter the greater. The Ville de Paris 
had on board in all about one thousand three hun- 
dred men, and the other ships in proportion. 

" It was with difficulty we could make the French 
officers believe that the returns of killed and wound- 
ed, made by our ships to the Admiral, were true ; 
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and one of them flatly contradicted me, saying we 
always gave the world a false account of our loss. 
I then walked with him over the decks of the For- 
midable, and bid him remark what number of shot- 
holes there were, and also how little her rigging had 
suflfered, and asked if that degree of damage was 
likely to be connected with the loss of more than 
fourteen men, which was our number killed, and 
the greatest number of any in the fleet, except the 
Royal Oak and Monarch. He was visibly mortified 
to see how little our ship had suflered, and then 
owned that our fir e must have been much better 
ksQtnp, and directed, than tJjfiiES*. 

" The Comte deTCrrasse said they were a hundred 
years behind us, and added, that were we not ene- 
mies, he should have been charmed with the^pe- 
rior discipli ne, neatn ess, and order, that prevailed 
in our ships of war. 

" Should the enemy afford us a few more such 
opportunities, I hope, my Lord, we shall yet be a 
people, in spite of all our late humiliations. 

'' The scale is indeed already so far turned in our 
favour, that France can no more cope with us in 
this war, as a maritime power, even assisted, as they 
are, by the other two greatest naval powers of Eu- 
rogiB-j Of this "your Lordship may assure your 

* This may appear the more surprising, as the French have 
on board of their ships a corps independent of their seamen, 
called eannoniers, or artillery-men ; but at the point blank dis* 
tance at which ships ought to fight, very little science is neces- 
sary, and the manual part of it, consisting chiefly in hauling in 
concert, resembles so much the common occupation of seamen, 
that there seems no occasion for making a separate profession of 
it ; and along with their mechanical expertness, they possess all 
the intrepidity which they acquire by perpetual habits of danger, 
in combating the elements. 
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brother ministers, so as to impress them with a more 
favoarable opinion of oar affairs, and perhaps to 
procure qs some good alliance. 

" I have the honour to be, 
«&c. &c. &c." 

The followingvery important document was found 
among Lord Rodney's papers, in his Lordship's own 
hand-writing. It is entitled 

" Rtatansfor not pursuing the Enemy after the 
Victory, 

** Ist The length of the battle was such as to 
cripple the g^atest part of the van and centre, and 
some ships of the rear, that to have pursued all night 
would have been highly improper, as the prisoners 
on board the prizes could not have been shifted, 
and those with the much^rippled ships of the 
British fleet, might have been exposed to a recap- 
ture, as the night was extremely dark, and the 
enemy going off in a close connected body, might 
have defeated, by rotation, the ships that had come 
up with them, and thereby exposed the British fleet, 
after a victory, to a defeat; more especially as some 
of the British fleet were dispersed, and at a very 
considerable distance from each other ; and I had 
reason to conclude that they would have done more 
damage to each other than to the enemy, during a 
night action, and considering the very great fatigue 
they had undergone during the battle of a whole 
day. 

"If I had inconsiderately bore away in the night, 
and left the two ninety-gun ships, the Prince George 
and Duke^ and several others greatly damaged, with 
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the Ville de Paris, and the captured ships, without 
shifting the prisoners, the enemy, who went off in 
a body of twenty-six ships of the line, might, by 
ordering two or three of their best-sailing ships or 
frigates to have shown lights at times, and by 
changing their course, have induced the British 
fleet to have followed them, while the main of their 
fleet, by hiding their lights, might have hauled their 
wind, and have been far to windward before day- 
light, and intercepted the captured ships, and the 
most crippled ships of the English ; as likewise 
have had it in their power, while the British fleet 
had during the night gone far to leeward, and 
thereby rendered themselves incapable of gaining 
their station to windward, to have anchored in their 
own ports, and from thence have conquered the 
British islands of Antigua, Barbadoes, and St. Lucie, 
while the British fleet must, from the damages they 
had received, have repaired to Jamaica, as the con- 
dition of all their masts would not have permitted 
their return to St. Lucie; and though Jamaica 
might have been saved, the Windward Islands 
might have been lost," 

"TO LADY RODNEY. 

" At sea, off Guadaloupe, 
April 13th, 1782. 

" The letters to my dear girls will inform you of 
my course to endeavour to intercept the French 
convoy; and though they escaped me, I have the 
pleasure to acquaint you, that they have now paid 
for all the insults France has ofliered England. 

" On the 8th instant Monsieur Comte de Grasse 
with the French fleet put to sea. I instantly fol- 
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lowed and overtook them at daylight the next morn- 
ing, nnder the island of Dominique. The calms 
V and haffling winds under that island had nearly 
/ proved fatal to England : the French fleet of thirty- 
three sail of the line had the breeze first, my van 
division some little time after, and what was pro. 
voking, but myself with half my division could fol- 
low Sir Samuel Hood. The action instantly b^an, 
and continued with intervals the greatest part of 
the day, when to their mortification sixteen ships 
of my rear were becalmed under Dominique, and 
were only spectators of the battle. Had the French 
fleet come down as they ought, in all probability 
^ half my fleet would have suffered extremely ; but 
' they, as^sual, kept at an awful distance, and only 
made a cannonade, in wKich, however, they did us 
considerable damage in our masts and rigging, and 
I lost my best lieutenant and fifteen men killed and 
wounded ; and one of my brave captains killed — 
Captain Bayne, of the Alfred. The enemy after 
this affair kept to windward at a great distance, as 
several of their ships were pretty well handled, and 
had received no small damage. 

" I ordered my fleet to lie to, not only to repair 
our damage, but likewise to deceive the enemy, 
and make them think that I was unwilling, or in 
no condition to attack them again. This had its 
effect, and they proved not so attentive as they 
ought; and upon my making the signal for the 
whole British fleet to chase to windward for the 
whole day, in the afternoon we perceived two of 
their crippled ships far from the rest, and I thought 
they might be cut off. With this view I ordered 
the whole fleet to give chase again, and several of 
my ships were near the enemy in the evening, who 
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made signals of distress to their friends^ who were 
so far to windward, it was impossible for me to 
attack them. 

'' The distress of their friends brought the Comte 
de Grasse down to their assistance. This obliged 
me to recall my ships, which were in danger of 
being overpowered by numbers. This, however, 
brought the French fleet near to me ; and by mak- 
ing a signal after it was dark that it was my in- 
tention to make a press of sail all night, and stand 
to the southward, which was from the French, and 
tacking at two in the morning, at daylight on the 
12th instant I had the happiness to perceive that 
my manoeuvre had succeeded, and that we had ^ 
gained the wind of the enemy, and instantly made 
the signal to attack them. 

'' The battle began at seven in the morning, and 
continued till sunset, nearly eleven hours ; and by 
persons appointed to observe, IKere never was seven 
minutes' respite during the engagement, whicETl 
believeV was the severest that ever was fought at 
sea, and the most glorious for England. We have 
taken five, and sunk another. Among the prizes 
the Ville de Paris, and the French admiral, grace 
our victory. 

'' Comte de Grasse, who is at this moment sitting 
in my stem galley, tells me that he thought his 
fleet superior to mine, and does so still, though I 
bad two more in number ; and I am of his opinion, 
as his was composed all of large ships, and ten of 
mine only sixty-fours. 

" He had sent me a message that he could not 
meet me in March, but that he certainly would 
attack us in April. He did not keep his promise, 
for I attacked him. In the first day's action, when 
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the Fonnidable came abreast of the Ville de Paris, 
I ordered the main topsail to be laid aback. 

" De Grasse, who was about three miles to wind- 
ward, did not accept the challenge, bat kept his 
wind, and did not fire one shot the whole day. 

" I hope this joyful news will raise the spirits 
at home, and I do not doubt but you will meet 
with a gracious reception at St. James's: do not 
forget to go. Adieu. I have had no sleep these 
four nights, and am at this moment looking out for 
their shattered fleet, though mine has suffered not 
a little. It is odd, but within two litde years I 
have . taken two Spanish, one French, and one 
Dutch admiral. Providence does it all, or how 
should I escape the shot of thirty-three sail ofthe 
line, every one of which, I believe, attacked me? 
but the Formidable proved herself worthy of her 
name. 

''John was not with me; he had sprung his 
bowsprit, and was at Barbadoes. I am extremely 
sorry for it, for if he lives a hundred years he never 
may have such another opportunity.'' 

In a subsequent letter " I trust," said he, " the 
good people of England will now be pleased, and 
opposition hide her head. I own to you I think 
that the sort of promise made to me will novr be 
performed, and that I shall have a seat in the 
Upper House. It is the highest ambition a subject 
x;an aspire to, and the greatest honour to one's 
family. Oh France," continued Rodney, "what joy 
does it give me to humble thy pride, and to lower 
thy haughty insolence !" 

" It has pleased God, out of his Divine Providence,'* 
said Rodney in his official despatch (and it is 
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worthy of notice that this conscious and humble 
acknowledgment of Divine assistance has been 
followed by most of our great Commanders in 
after times) "to grant to his Majesty's arms a most 
complete victory over the fleet of his enemy, com- 
manded by Count de Grasse, who is himself cap- 
tured, with the Ville de Paris, and four other ships 
of his fleet, besides one sunk in the action. 

"This important victory was obtained on the 
12th instant, after a battle which lasted, with un- 
remitting fury, from seven in the morning till half- 
past six in the evening, when the setting sun put 
an end to the contest. '"'^ "" 

" Both fleets have greatly suff*ered ; but it is with 
the highest satisfaction I can assure their Lord- 
ships, that though the masts, sails, rigging, and 
hulls of the British fleet are damaged, yet the loss 
of men has been but small, considering the length 
of the battle, and the close action they so long 
sustained, in which both fleets looked upon the 
honour of their King and country to be most essen- 
tially concerned. 

" The great supply of naval stores lately arrived 
in the West Indies, will, I flatter myself, soon 
repair all the damages his Majesty's fleet has sus- 
tained. 

" The gallant behaviour of the officers and men 
of the fleet I have the honour to command, has 
been such as must for ever endear them to all 
lovers of their King and country. 

"The noble conduct of my second in command. 
Sir Samuel Hood, who in both actions most con- 
spicuously exerted himself, demands my earnest 
encomiums. My third in command, Rear-Admiral 
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Drake, who with his dinsion led the battle of the 
12th, deserves the highest praise ; nor can less be 
given to Commodore Affleck, for his gallant beha- 
viour in leading the centre division. 

" My own captain. Sir Charles Douglas, merits 
every thing I can possibly say. His unremitted 
diligence and activity greatly eased me in the 
unavoidable fatigue of the day. 

" In short, I want words to express how sensible 
I am of the meritorious conduct of all the captains, 
officers, and men who had a share in this glorious 
victory obtained by their gallant exertions. 

"The enemy's whole army, consisting of 6ve 
thousand five hundred men, were on board their 
ships of war. The destruction among them must 
be prodigious, as, for the greatest part of the ac- 
tion, every gun told; and their Lordships may 
judge what havoc must have been made, when the 
Formidable fired near eighty broadsides. 

" Enclosed I have the honour to send for their 
inspection, the British and French lines of battle, 
with an account of the killed and wounded, and 
damages sustained by his Majesty's fleet *. 

*' Lord Cranstoun, who acted as one of the cap- 
tains of the Formidable during both actions, will 
have the honour of delivering these despatches. 
To him I must refer their Lordships for every 
minute particular they may wish to know, he being 
perfectly master of the whole transaction. 

*' That the British flag may ever flourish in every 
quarter of the globe, is the most ardent wish of 
him, who has the honour of being, with great 
regard, *' &c. &c. &c." 

* For the British and French lines of battle s^e Appendix. 
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On Sir George Rodney's arrival at Jamaica, he 
was received by the inhabitants of that island with 
every demonstration of respect and gratitude for 
their deliverance from their threatened invasion, 
and addresses of thanks and congratulations were 
immediately voted him by the council, magistrates, 
and other functionaries of that extensive colony. 



" TO ADMIRAL SIR GEORGE BRYDGES RODNEY. 

" Jamaica, April 25th, 1782. 

"At a time when some of our first naval com- 
manders seemed to have withdrawn themselves from 
the service of their country, and a spirit of languor 
had nearly pervaded our operations at sea; and 
when Great Britain, unsupported by her ancient 
allies, stood enveloped by a cloud of enemies, it 
will be the boast of our annals that Admiral Rod- 
ney stepped forth the saviour of our Western world, ' 
and secured again to this country the dominion of 
the ocean. 

" The Council of Jamaica, whose veneration for 
your character is not of a late date, no sooner 
heard of the spirited action of the 9th, and the 
more glorious and decisive one of the 12th instant, 
than they, with one voice, commanded me. Sir, to 
transmit to you the thanks of their ^^oard in the 
most acceptable manner, as you will perceive by 
the enclosed minute, and this I do with a heart 
overflowing with admiration and gratitude. 

" May your days. Sir, be long and happy, and 
may the suffrage of a grateful people hand down 
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your name with unsullied honoar to posterity. 
I have the honour, &c. &c. &c. 

" Thomas Fredell^ 
President */' 

"The magistrates and other inhabitants of the 
town of Kingston, ever distinguished for loyalty 
to our gracious Sovereign, and zeal for the public 
service, have conferred on us the honour of waiting 
upon you this day, to express. Sir, in terms of the 
highest respect, their gratitude to the best of Kings 
for having sent to their protection a conmiander 
so eminent for his services to the public, and who,, 
with glory, has so often combated the enemies of 
his country. 

"The 12th of April, — a day rendered for ever 
memorable by your victory over the fleet of France, 
after a long and bloody conflict, in which the bra- 
very of the enemy added fresh laurels to the Bri- 
tish arms, — has been celebrated here by every 
demonstration of public joy. Great are our thanks 
to you. Sir, and to the oflicers and men of your 
victorious fleet. You have relieved us from the 
dread of the combined force of our enemies, from 
the exercise of military law, and restored us to the 
peaceable enjoyment of our civil rights. 

• The House of Assembly, in 1783, roted 10002. toward» 
erecting a marble statue to Lord Rodney, " as a mark of grati- 
tude and veneration for bis gallant seryices, so timely and glo- 
riously performed for the salvation of the island in particular, a» 
well aa the whole of the British West India islands." A statue 
of a colossal size was afterwards executed in marble by Mr. 
Bacon, and erected in the cathedral of St. Paul's, London. It 
occupies a conspicnoua situaticn on the right of the north en* 
trance. 
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" From this great event, the most brilliant in the 
annals of our country, we shall date its safety, and 
anticipate the prospect of seeing the British empire 
restored to its former grandeur. 

"In so unnatural a civil war, and the combina- 
tion of so many powerful kingdoms, to you the 
glory must be ascribed of having conspicuously 
supported the honour of the British flag. 

" The bright example of this day will throw con- 
fusion on our foes, and will rouse men dignified 
with high commands to emulate your example*; 
whatever may be the event, you will have the con- 
scious satisfaction of having done your duty. The 
applause, the esteem, affection, and regard of your 
country cannot be wanting. 

" Time shall be the faithful recorder of your 
great actions, and posterity shall commemorate this 
day, in which, by the voice of an united and grate- 
ful people, you are hailed the guardian of Jamaica. 

"Thus far we have humbly endeavoured to ex- 
press the sentiments of the public, and to execute 
a commission we consider most honourable. 

"We shall now take our leave, first praying 
that the Almighty will still protect you in the hour 
of danger ; that you may be enabled to pursue 
your success, and at least have the heartfelt satis- 
faction of seeing civil discord subdued, and your 
country relieved with honour from the calamities 
of such an extensive war. 

" We have the honour to be, &c. &c. &c. 

" The Deputation from the 
Town of Kingston." 

♦ How fully has this complimentary prediction been verified 
in after days ! 
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Perhaps there never was a commander who at 
all times more strongly marked his detestation of 
misconduct in the different public departments of 
the navy than Sir George Rodney. Want of zeal 
and exertion, fraud, peculation, and the many 
iniquitous practices of government contractors, 
never failed to come under his severest reprobation. 
Of such delinquencies he was the unceasing scourge, 
and no considerations of rank, power, or influence, 
ever deterred him from reporting them to the higher 
powers. Of the lamentable state of every thing 
connected with the navy at Jamaica, he expressed 
himself, in his public despatches, in terms of in-< 
dignation and concern. This he did from the con- 
viction, that it came as much within the sphere of 
his duty as the management of a fleet at sea. Full 
of the most ardent zeal and patriotism himself, he 
set a noble example of energy and activity to hii8 
officers, whence that extraordinary celerity with 
which, on all occasions, the fleet under his command 
was refitted and repaired. 

"It is impossible for me not to represent to your 
Lordships,^' said he in one of his despatches, "that by 
the gross neglect and inattention in not keeping his 
Majesty's yard in this port in proper repair it has 
proved of the greatest detriment to the service, and 
prevented that speedy re-equipment so very neces- 
sary at this critical moment. Every thing, indeed, 
belonging to the naval department is in the most 
ruinous state. Even the buoys which, when I left 
this port in 1774, 1 had caused to be placed on all 
the shoals coming in and going out of it, as like- 
wise upon the shoals in the harbour, have been 
suffered to go to total decay, to the great detriment 
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of his Majesty's ships, several of which have been 
run on shore for want of those necessary marks; 
no pilots have been secured ; in short every thing 
relative to the dock yard here appears to me as if 
designed to go to ruin, and that no idea existed 
that the nation had the misfortune of being engaged 
in war. 

" I have roused them to a sense of their duty, and 
whilst I remain here I will take care that they per- 
form it 

'^I have no view whatever/* continues Rodney, 
** in making this report but my public duty, and let 
his Majesty's service carry me into any part of the 
world where it is my duty to go, their Lordships 
shall always have a true and faithful report relative 
to naval affairs, regardless of the resentment of any 
person who may be concerned." 

Writing at the same time to Lady Rodney, he 
says, "I find every thing here going to ruin. No 
one thing done since I left it in 1774. I have 
reported as much in my private letter, which I hope 
a certain person will see ; I mean he should; I fear no 
person, as I am sure of his favour, and will always 
tell him the truth, as he commanded me. 

"I hope no great changes were made before the 
arrival of my good news, and that the nation are 
now in good humour." 

Rodney had soon to learn, that when party spirit 
prevails in a nation's councils, patriotism becomes 
a mere name, for the opposition had on the 19th of 
March preceding come into power, and at the 
moment the saviour of his country was writing the 
foregoing paragraph, were determined upon the mea- 
sure of his recall from the scene of his triumphs* 
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When the news of the great and decisive battle 
of the 12th of April arrived in England, it was 
hailed by the nation with an unanimous and almost 
frantic joy ; and the name of Rodney resounded 
from one end of the kingdom to the other ; for the 
people, dispirited by the successes of the enemy in 
former years, could scarcely divest themselves of a 
fear that they should be repeated, and that their 
fleet would continue in effect to ride triumphant on 
those seas by their extreme and too successful ex- 
ertion in preventing the British admiral from fully 
closing with, and bringing them to a decisive action ; 
and nothing could exceed their indignation when 
they were informed that measures had been taken 
by the new administration, who had been his op. 
posers and accusers, not to say revilers, in the 
St. Eustatia controversy, to deprive their favovrite 
admiral of his command on that station, where for 
two whole years he had been toiling with unwearied 
zeal, amid dangers, difficulties, and disappoint- 
ments, beyond description disheartening, to uphold 
the honour of his country, and to restore the British 
flag to the supremacy of the ocean. 

But his gallant opponent, De Grasse, met with no 
better fate. By Rodney and his officers he was treated 
with the kindness and consideration due to his bravery 
and to his misfortune, and when he arrived a prisoner 
of war at Portsmouth, he was received with every 
demonstration of respect and sympathy by the 
English people, and was splendidly entertained by 
Sir Peter Parker the Port Admiral. At the British 
court too, and by all classes of the nation, when he 
was seen in public he was treated with the attention 
and distinction due to his merits, whereas, on his 
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return to France, he was disgraced by his court, 
and in the gardens of the Tuileries his life was 
nearly sacrificed to the fury of an exasperated mob. 

To the honour of our king it must be mentioned, 
that from the moment of the noble captive's arrival 
in England, his Majesty had shown him the most 
marked attentions, and in the month of August he 
sent him his sword, by Sir Peter Parker, accompa- 
nied with an intimation that the Comte's presence 
would be very agreeable at St. Jame^t, 

In consequence thereof the Comte attended the 
drawing-room, where he was warmly greeted by the 
company present, and was most graciously received 
by their Majesties. 

It may be worthy of remark that De Grasse was 
the first commander-in-chief of a fleet or army, who 
had been a prisoner in England since the reign of 
Queen Anne, when Mareschal Tallard was taken 
l)y the Duke of Marlborough, and confined to the 
town and environs of Nottingham. 

This grand victory revived Britannia's drooping 
spfirits, roused her half expiring energies, and Rod- 
ney having taught her sons how to break the line, 
she, from that moment, resumed the empire of the 
seas, of which she has ever since held the sceptre, 
notwithstanding the long continued efforts of the 
other powers of Europe, headed by their Great Rv^ 
Ur, to dispossess her of it. 

Much discussion and controversy having arisen 
of late upon the question of breaking the line, with- 
out any satisfactory result, or conclusion, it may be 
as well to adduce a few testimonies to prove, that 
Bodney had, even prior to the action of the 1 2th of 
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April, not only conceiTed, but actually pot in prac- 
tice the manaeaTie. 

" At half past one, p. m." says De Goichen, " the 
action began between our van and their rear. 
The main of the enemy was yet at a distance, and 
it was not till halAan-hour more that the ships next 
a-head of Admiral Rodney began to fire on the 
Coaronne, in which Count de Goichen was. The 
French General hoped the English Admiral would 
meet him in the line, but he always kept astern of 
the Cooronne, which made the Comte de Guichen 
imagine his design was to cut off the French rear^ 
guard. In effect the English Admiral mameuvrtd 
$0 as to execute the plan, and attempted to pass through 
a great vacancy which the great yawing of the Ac- 
tionnaire, of 64 guns, lefl in our line, and had already 
doubled one of our ships, when the Comte de Guichen 
made signal for the rear to tack with the wind 
astern, and came up at the same moment to cut off 
himself the English line, but Admiral Rodney did 
not give him time, and hastened to get back to his 
station as soon as he saw Comte de Guichen come 
up to attack him. The French General did the 
same, and hauled down the signal for the fleet to 
tack/^ 

Mr. Ralfe says, in allusion to this part of the 
action, " notwithstanding this disparity of force Sir 
George maintained the unequal conflict for an hour- 
and-a-half, when the French Admiral bore away. 
Their line was broken — and to use the words of Sir 
George, ' they might be said to be completely 
beateu/'' 
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in " Makenzie's Naval and Military Register," 
is the following note with reference to Sir George 
Rodney^s three battles, of the 17th of April, and the 
15th and 19th of May, 1780 : _ 

" These actions were indecisive ; nc ^/turemade 
on either side. In the ^rst action Sir Geoi^e Rod- 
ney Ikroke the enemy's line" 

It was not, however, in this^^"*^agement of the 
17th of April alone that Sir Goorge manifested his 
acquaintance with the theory of breaking the 
enemy's line, for in his preceding action with Don 
Juan de Langara, of the 16th of January, he made 
such demonstrations, as clearly proved that he had 
decided to attempt the manoeuvre. 

" It seems," observes Admiral Ekins in his " Naval 
Sketches," " the enemy was directly to leeward of 
the British fleet. The day was far ad?anced, (in 
the month of January) and a dangerous coast to 
run upon, having a port to receive the Spanish 
ships. 

" Under these circumstances, we cannot suffi- 
ciently admire the spirit and professional skiU 
shown by the British Admiral, and his fleet. The 
superiority of his force was little, compared to the 
otherwise discouraging position in which he found 
himself— sufficient to have appalled many a manly 
heart less courageous than his, but he, like Sir Ed- 
ward Hawke, never considered the ' perils of a lee 
shore,' until he had effected all he could in the 
capture and destruction of the enemy. 

" We are likewise to observe, that finding the 
enemy were first disposed to form in line of battlQ, 
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it woi the intention of Sir George Rodney to luive 
passed through it, and engage to leeward, the better 
to prevent their escape. 

" The result shows what may be expected from 
a happy union of skill, judgment, and intrepidity 
upon simUar occasions. 

•* Tliis is remarkable, from being the first instance 
in latter times of a decided intention to break through 
the enemtfs line, and engage him to leeward.'^ 

The following extract from the memoirs of the 
celebrated writer, Richard Cumberland, affords as 
strong testimony as can be adduced, that Sir George 
Rodney not only pre-conceived the manoeuvre of 
breaking the line long before he put it in execu- 
tion, but that his practical adoption of it on the 12th 
of April was the suggestion of his own mind, and 
not that of any other person whatever. 

" It happened to me," says Mr. Cumberland, 
" to be present and sitting next to Admiral Rodney 
at table, when the thought seemed first to occur to 
him of breaking the French line by passing througl^ 
it in the heat of action. It was at Lord George 
Germaine's house at Stonelend, after dinner, when, 
having asked a number of questions about ma- 
noeuvring of columns and the effect of charging with 
them in a line of infantry, he proceeded to arrange 
a parcel of cherry stones, which he had collected 
from the table, and forming them as two fleets, 
drawn up and opposed to each other, he at once 
arrested our attention, which had not been very 
generally engaged by his preparatory inquiries, by 
declaring he was determined so to pierce the enemy's 
line of battle, (arranging his mancBuvie at the same 
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time on the table,) if ever it was his fortune to bring 
them to action. 

" I dare say this passed with some as mere rhap. 
sody, and all seemed to regard it as a very perilous 
and doubtful experiment; but landsmen's doubts 
and difficulties made no impression on the Admiral, 
who having seized the idea, held it fast, and in his 
eager animated way, went on manoeuvring his 
cherry stones, and throwing the enemy's represen- 
tatives into such utter confusion, that already in 
possession of that victory in imagination, which in 
reality he lived to gain, he concluded his process 
by swearing he would lay the French admirsd's flag 
at his sovereign's feet — a promise which he actually 
pledged to his Majesty- in his closet, and faith- 
fully and gloriously performed. 

" That he carried this projected manoeuvre into 
operation, and that the effect of it was successfully 
decisive, all the world knows. My friend. Sir 
Charles Douglas, captain of the fleet, confessed to 
me that he himself had been adverse to the experi- 
ment, and, in discussing it with the Admiral, had 
stated his objections: to these he got no other 
answer but that ' his counsel was not called for : 
he required obedience only — he did not want 
advice.' Sir Charles also told me, that whilst this 
project was in. operation (the battle then raging,) 
his own attention being occupied by the gallant 
defence made by the Glorieux against the ships 
that were pouring their fire into her, upon his crying 
out, ' Behold, Sir Greorge, the Greeks and Trojans 
contending for the body of Patroclus !" the Admiral, 
then pacing the deck in great agitation, finding the 
experiment of the manoeuvre, which, in the instance 
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t /f i of one ship^ had unavoidably miscarried, peevishly 
I (exclaimed, * D — n the Geeks, and d — ^n the Trojans ! 
I have other things to think of.* When, in a few 
minutes after, the supporting ship having led 
through the French line in a gallant style, turning 
with a smile of joy to Sir Charles Douglas, he cried 
out, * Now, my dear friend, I am at the service of 
your Greeks and Trojans, and the whole of Homer's 
Iliad, or as much of it as you please; for the 
enemy is in confusion, and our victory is secure/ 

" This anecdote, correctly as I relate it, I had 
from that gallant officer. Sir Charles Douglas, un- 
timely lost to his country, whose candour scorned to 
rob his Admiral of one leaf of his laurels; and who, 
disclaiming all share in this mauceuvre, nay, con- 
fessing he had objected to it, did, in the most pointed 
and decided terms, a^ain and again repeat his honour- 
able attestations of the courage and conduct of his 
commanding officer on that memorable day." 

It is a monstrous principle, observes a distin- 
guished periodical*, " that the name of an old and 
gallant officer, who * has done the state some service,' 
who, in fact, had the good fortune of doing more 
than has fallen to the lot of ninety-nine in the bun. 
dred of his brother officers of the same rank that 
stand, or have stood, on the list, should be subject, 
after a lapse of half a century, when he and all his 
contemporaries are no more, to be arraigned and 
brought to trial before the public tribunal, when 
the means are not to be procured, whereby a sen- 
tence of acquittal, or condemnation, can be satisfac- 
torily pronounced." 

• The Quarterly Review. 
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" Rodney's character," it continues, "both public 
and private, though it did not escape calumny, 
passed successfully through the ordeal, and we have 
no doubt that the laurels which have flourished on 
his tomb for eight and thirty years, will stand a 
more severe gale than a mere transient breeze, which 
though it may just ruffle their leaves, will pass away 
without leaving the slightest blight behind." 

Rodney's friend, the Earl of Sandwich, was not 
long in offering his congratulations upon his late 
triumphs. " I told you last year," said he, " that I 
Was at a loss to find words to congratulate you upon 
your repeated successes, and I perceive that you 
are determined to lay me under fresh difficulties 
upon that subject. However, I hope to have a 
public opportunity of mentioning what I think of 
your merit, and of the services you have done your 
country ; and I will refer you to what you hear of 
my language in Parliament concerning you, which 
will be the best test of my sentiments upon your 
late and former glorious achievements. 

" I need not speak my opinion, or that of the 
nation, upon the very extraordinary measure of 
your recall. I believe those who have done it re- 
pent most heartily of the measure, but they know 
not how to retract, as Mr. Pigot had sailed before 
their express to Plymoutnto stop him could reach 
that port. I have been informed that such an ex- 
press was sent an hour or two after Lord Cranstoun 
arrived with the account of your victory*. 

• Extract of a letter from Plymouth, May 19th, 1782 :— " At 
two p. M. arrived at Lord SHuIdham's office a King's messenger 
from the Admiralty, ia tweuty-eight hours, to stop Admiral 
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"I cannot help thinking that the Administration 
will he 80 pelted in Parliament, and in the papers, 
for having superseded you, they will he forced to 
revoke their measure; hut, whatever happens in 
that respect, I am sure that your heing recalled in 
the height of your glory will be the most fortunate 
event that ever happened to any one ; for you will 
retire from service in the moment that your reputar 
tion is at the highest, and, hy that means, you will 
put it out of the chance of war, or sinister events, 
to lower your credit. 

" As to myself, you may he assured, that in what- 
ever situation you or I may hereafter be, you will 
always find me invariable in my attachment to you, 
and ready to prove myself, on all occasions, your 
firmest advocate and most sincere friend/' 

Again, alluding to the subject of his Peerage. 
" You may be assured, my dear Lord, that I have 
great pleasure in writing to you under that deno- 
mination, though, as I have told you in my letter 
of the 30th past, I do not think that the honours 
conferred upon you are in any degree commensu- 
rate with your merit. I think the torrent is now so 
high and so deservedly in your favour, that nothing 
can be refused you ; and I understand that Mr. Fox 

Pigot. He also brought the glorious intelligence of the total 
and glorious defeat of the French fleet in the West Indies by 
Sir George Rodney. The joy in every person's countenance on 
this occasion is better felt than expressed. The French officers 
who were going home in a cartel could not conceive what the 
bustle was occasioned by j and when acquainted with the news, 
shrugged up their shoulders, and, like true Frenchmen, said ' it 
was impossible that the whole British fleet could take the Ville 
de Paris.' " 
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was forced to say, in the debate on Thursday last, 
that if any of your family would say you wished 
for an earldom, he should have no objection to it*. 

" My friend Sir Francis Basset has given notice, 
that he will on Wednesday next move for an in- 
come being settled on your peerage, upon the ground 
of what I started in the House of Lords : possibly 
that question may be carried ; but if not, be assured, 
that if on the receipt of the news of your recall, you 
press for the earldom, and the income annexed to 
your title, you will be sure of success. 

"Accept this hint as it is meant, to prove the 
truth and regard with which I am, 

" Your most sincere friend. 

On the 22d of May the thanks of both Houses of 
Parliament were voted to Sir George Rodney, his 
officers and seamen, " for their able and gallant con- 
duct in the late most brilliant and decisive victory 
obtained over the French fleet in the West Indies." 

Mr. Secretary Fox, who moved the address, and 
who had never evinced much partiality for Rodney, 
with a noble candour, which did honour to his cha- 
racter, expressed himself in the following energetic 
terms. " People in general," said he, " are apt to 
be so dazzled with the brilliancy of good news on 
its first receipt, as to estimate too highly its real 

• " My own ancestor," observed Lord Sandwich, " had, for 
his services been made an Earl, and Master of the Wardrobe for 
three lives ;. and surely what Sir George Rodney had done at 
least merited an earldom, with an annuity of two or three thoa- 
. sand pounds a year to be annexed to it. The last action alone 
of Sir George deserved so much." — Vide Debate in the House of 
Lords, 27tfc May, 1782. 
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value ; but the late glorious news which we have 
received from the West Indies, is so splendid in it- 
self, and of such vast importance and advantage to 
this country, that the more we reflect on it, and the 
greater consideration we pay it, the more evidently 
we must perceive, not only the honour done to the 
British flag by it, but the great and essential bene- 
fits the nation must reap from it. Previous to it, 
many persons were alarmed about the remainder of 
our possessions in that quarter. Their fears on that 
head are now quieted. A great permanent security 
against the further operations of our enemies is 
established by the success of their arms. Perhaps 
the history of this country cannot afford us so bril- 
liant, so noble, and decisive a victory as the present 
one. Can we then too warmly acknowledge the 
services done to this country by that brave and 
gallant oflicer. Admiral Rodney? There is not a 
mark of approbation, or of favour, which this House 
can confer, to which that noble Admiral has not a 
just claim. This is not the first time that the House 
has returned thanks to him for his services. He 
has twice before received acknowledgements of them ; 
and yet, great and glorious as his former actions 
were, this late one has, if possible, eclipsed them. 
Therefore I should be totally destitute of those feel- 
ings which every Englishman is sensible of on the 
occasion, if I delayed one single instant, on the meet- 
ing of the House, to move an address of thanks to 
him, to show the gallant Admiral that the nation 
had a grateful sense of the signal benefits he had 
done it." 

. " Lord Rodney *s success," again observes Mr. Fox, 
in a subsequent speech, ''was matter, whence, in 
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common with his country, he (the Secretary) could 
not fail to derive the most solid and serious advan- 
tages ;^ not a treaty he could agitate; not a plan 
could come before him, either for the prosecution 
of the war, or the conclusion of a peace, in which 
Admiral Rodney's merits would not stare him in 
the face, and in which he should not essentially feel 
the extent and importance of the services he had 
rendered his country. 

"If his friends," said he in conclusion, "thought 
the honours already granted him not sufficiently 
elevated, he, for one, had no objection to remove 
that uneasiness, because he was convinced this 
country had nothing to bestow which Sir George 
Rodney did not merit." 

On the 19th of June, his Majesty was pleased to 
create Sir George a peer of Great Britain*. More- 
over, in 1806 a pension of 1000/. per annum, Irish, 
was granted to his grandson for his life, the present 
Lord, on the motion of Lord Grenville, who on this 
occasion paid the following handsome tribute to the 
memory of this distinguished admiral. 

His Lordship observed, " That this proposal was 
no encroachment upon the rigid principles of pub- 
lic economy which this country, under the present 
circumstances, was bound to observe. On the con- 
trary, it was of the nature and essence of all public 
economy, that it should never obstruct, but, on the 
contrary, favour and promote the remuneration of 

* Created Baron Rodney, of Rodney Stoke, Somersetshire. 

George Lord Rodney, the present Peer, succeeded to the title 
January 20th, 1802, and is married to Georgiana, second 
daughter of Sir Charles Morgan of Tredegar, county of Mon- 
mouth. 



226 LIFE OF LORD RODNET. 

all vigorous and important services rendered the 
country. 

" Of that description were the services rendered 
to this country on various occasions hy the illustri- 
ous Lord Rodney, more particularly on the memo- 
rahle day of the 12th of April, which none of our 
subsequent naval triumphs could eclipse. 

'* He had also to observe, that when the distinc- 
tion of nobility was conferred upon any man for 
such services, it could never be conferred on better 
grounds. Such pecuniary remuneration should ac- 
company it, as would enable the person holding 
that rank to support it with dignity and splendour. 
We should venerate the memory and the services 
of great men in their immediate descendants, and 
most remote posterity. 

£t nati natorum, et qui nascentur ab illis. 
^ " England expected that on such trjring occasions 
every" man should do his duty; every man had a 
fight to expect that wheii he had done his duty, 
England would be found to do hers.*' 

The concluding part of Sir George Rodney's 
letter to the Speaker of the House of Commons, on 
receiving the thanks of that assembly, was expressed 
with singular modesty and neatness of language. 

"To fulfil the wishes, and execute the commands 
of my sovereign," said he, "was my duty; to com- 
mand a fleet so well appointed both in officers and 
men, was my good fortune ; as by their undaimted 
spirit and valour, under divine Providence, the glory 
of that day was acquired." 

Rodney having refitted his fleet with a diligence 
and celerity unprecedented at this period^ and hav- 



LIFE OF LORD RODNEY. 227 

ing taken every precautionary measure for the se- 
curity of Jamaica and of the other British colonies 
in the West Indies, anxiously awaited further in- 
structions from the Government at home, on the 
subject of whose unaccountable silence he thus ex- 
pressed himself, in a letter addressed to the Admi- 
ralty the 9th July. 

"Their Lordships may imagine my concern in 
not having received any despatches from Great 
Britain since sailing from St. Lucie, and no orders 
whatever relative to the great and important fleet I 
have the honour to command, whose situation in 
this climate, and so near the hurricane months, 
they may be sure gives me the utmost anxiety. At 
all events I am determined (unless ordered to the 
contrary) that his Majesty and the nation shall not 
run the risk of almost half the fleet of Britain ex- 
periencing destruction, but that I shall proceed 
with the greatest part to the coast of America, 
leaving such a force under the command of Rear- 
Admiral Rowley as I may think sufficient, during 
the hurricane months; directing him, in case Ja. 
maica should be in much danger, to despatch his 
largest and best-sailing frigates with intelligence to 
me or the commander-in-chief for the time being in 
America, that speedy succours may be sent for the 
protection of that important island, and which he 
may be sure of receiving. 

" I should have been glad to have received parti- 
cular directions relative to my future proceedings, 
and how I was to have acted at this important crisis; 
but as I have received none whatever, I have to 
hope that the measures I have proposed will meet 
with approbation, as I have no view whatever but 



228 UFB OF LORD RODNEY. 

of doing my duty to my King and country accord- 
ing to the best of my judgment and abilities.'' 

The following day the Jupiter man-of-war arrived 
from England, not only bringing the following 
despatch from the Admiralty^ announcing his recall 
from the command of the fleet, but having actually 
on board the Admiral that was to supersede him. 



''FROM PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ. 

" Admiralty-Office, May 1st, 1782. 

" Sir, 

" Lord Viscount Keppel having signified his Ma- 
jesty's pleasure that Hugh Pigot, Esq., Admiral of 
the Blue, be appointed to relieve you in the com« 
mand of his Majesty's ships at Barbadoes and tbe 
Leeward Islands, I am commanded by my Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty to acquaint you 
therewith, and that he will immediately proceed 
thither for that purpose in his Majesty's ship the 
Jupiter. 

" I have the honour to be, 
" &c. &c. 

"P. S." 

In this most ungracious manner was Rodney — 
the conqueror of De Grasse, the saviour of the West 
Indies and Jamaica, and the successful champion 
of his country's honour, superseded in his command 
by the new administration in England, who, from 
the day of their coming into power, namely, the 
I9th of March till the 1st of May following, had 
neither honoured him with any notice, nor vouch- 
safed him any communication whatever, but what 
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was contained in their peremptory mandate — '*to 
return home, and strike his flag'* notwithstanding he 
had so frequently and earnestly entreated them to 
send him instructions as to the disposal of his fleet 
during the ensuing hurricane season. 

Conduct such as this^ so unjust to the gallant in- 
dividual whom it was meant to humble, was highly 
discreditable to the new government; but the trans- 
action is upon record, and must ever meet with the 
reprobation of every real patriot who can appreciate 
great and glorious deeds, and prefer the interests of 
his country to the base and contemptible artifices of 
faction, which dishonour human nature, too oflen 
betraying the most malignant and unworthy pas- 
sions*. 

But it may be alleged, that the new ministry 
knew nothing of the action of the 12th of April, 
until it was too late to prevent Admiral Pigot's 
departure. Be it so ; but had they at that moment 
forgotten (what no Englishman had besides) that 
Sir George Rodney had since he first sailed from 
England, in the winter of 1779-80, captured a 
valuable Spanish convoy, shortly afterwards de- 
feated and taken prisoner Langara and the greater 
part of his fleet, relieved Gibraltar and Minorca, 
and for two successive years, with a far inferior force, 

* " What is it," saya Lord Rodney, in a letter addressed to a 
friend in 1787, "what is it that party and faction cannot dol It 
has undone the greatest of nations ; and even England when at 
the height of her glory, has felt the unhappy effects of her own 
internal factions. These lost her America. These compelled her 
to make an ignominious peace ! It was these which put it out 
of her power to say to France, * You shall not make a harbour 
on the coast of the British Channel,* for if that harbour (meaning 
Cherbourg) is completed, then the British Channel is no more ! ' * 
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(the 1 2th of April excepted,) with unprecedented 
and indefatigable zeal and ability, resisted, foiled, 
and beaten the combined enemies of his country, 
besides capturing several Yaluable islands in the 
West Indies ; that, in spite of stonns, tempests, and 
nnfavonrable seasons, he had constantly kept the 
sea, with crippled and almost sinking ships, whilst 
the enemy hid themselves in port; and that, during 
the greater part of this period, he was endaring 
tortures from more than one painful malady ! Oh, 
no ; these events were too recent and too fresh in 
every person's mind, to have been then forgotten ; 
nevertheless tbey sent to supersede him sm officer 
of high character as a captain, but then unknown 
to fame as a flag officer, at the very moment when 
he was proceeding with the fleet under his com- 
mand, which he had, under every disadvantage, re- 
fitted with incredible despatch and diligence, to 
resume offensive operations against the enemy. But 
this ill-advised measure, which was evidently in- 
tended to disgrace and humiliate him, completely 
failed in its object; for the stream of popularity, 
which had long been flowing in Sir George's favour, 
on the news of his recall broke out into a torrent; 
and on his arrival in England, he was received with 
an enthusiasm that knew no bounds, and hailed as 
the deliverer of his country ; and he had the grati- 
fication of knowing that, to the latest hour of his 
life, the name of Rodney, and the memory of his* 
services, were still enshrined in the hearts of all 
patriotic and loyal Englishmen. 

"On perusing Admiral Rodney's late letter to 
the Secretary of the Admiralty,*' says a writer of 
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that period, " I was at a loss which to admire most, 
his courage, his modesty, or his generosity. The 
glorious event he relates is an ample proof of his 
intrepid courage, which must be obvious to every 
eye ; whilst his uncommon modesty, and singular 
greatness of soul, displayed in his narrative, will 
be observed only by the considerate and reflecting 
reader. 

"He assumes no merit of himself, but ascribes 
all his success to the gallant conduct of his officers 
and men, under the guidance and direction of Di. 
vine Providence. He relates the whole with a noble 
simplicity, and while he bestows the warmest praise 
on his officers and men, doth not betray the least 
solicitude about his own reputation, but is willing 
to transfer the whole glory of this most important 
victory to his associates in danger. 

" Such singular modesty and generosity of soul 
merit the highest encomiums, and I wish some able 
writer would employ his pen in displaying this 
most amiable part of our hero's conduct in its pro- 
per light, more especially as his present masters 
are endeavouring to throw a shade over his charac- 
ter, to give the better colour to their dismission of 
him from the service." 

In an epistle addressed to the Earl of Mansfield, 
Mr. Cumberland thus feelingly and forcibly alludes 
to Sir George's recall, and to the persecuting and 
unceasing malice of his enemies. 

'* When France and Spain the subject ocean swept. 
While Britain's tame inglorious lion slept, 
Or lashing up his courage now and then 
Tum'd out and growFd, and thentum'd in again, 
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Rodney in that ill-omen'd hour arosoy 
Crush'd bis own first, and then his country's foes. 
Though all that fete allowed was nobly won, 
£nTy could squint at something still undone. 
Injurious faction stripped him of command. 
And snatch'd the helm from his victorious hand. 
Summoned the nation's brave defender home. 
Prejudged his cause, and wam'd him to his doom. 
Whilst hydra-headed Malice opened wide 
Her thousand mouths, and hay^d him till he died" 

There is reason to believe that Lord Keppel, who 
sacceeded Lord Sandwich in the Admiralty, was 
strongly opposed to the recall of his friend. Sir 
George Rodney, and remonstrated in warm terms 
against the measure, threatening, if it were persisted 
in, to resign his new appointment, from which he 
was solely withheld by Uie fear of giving umbrage 
in a certain high quarter. 

Lord Rodney having embarked on board his 
Majesty's ship Montagu, sailed from Port Royal Bay 
on the 22nd of July, and after a rough and tem- 
pestuous voyage, arrived in Kinsale harbour on the 
7th of September, whence he sailed on the 14th for 
England ; but it blowing hard, he was obliged, the 
day following to put into Cork harbour. He sailed 
fh)m thence on the 19th ; but the gale still continu- 
ing, he steered for the Bristol Channel, and whilst 
at anchor off the Flat Holme, he addressed to the 
Admiralty the last letter he ever wrote afloat in the 
service of his country. 

" TO PHILIP STEPHENS, ESQ. 

** Montagu, Flat Hohne, Bristol Channel, 
September 2ist, 1782. 

" Sir, — I herewith transmit you, for the inspection 

of their I^ordships, the original sentences and mi- 
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nutes of several courts-martial held at Jamaica 
since the last were sent home/' 




Under the shelter of this island, whither she had 
taken refuge from the gale during the night, lay the 
gallant Montagu, which ship had borne an> ample 
share in the fight of the 1 2th April, and in this 
marked and conspicuous position was beheld as the 
morning dawned with curiosity and surprise by the 
people of the opposite coasts of Somerset and Gla^ 
morgan; and indescribable must have been the 
sensations they experienced when the tidings reach- 
ed them, that the Victor of De Grasse, the saviour 
of the West Indies, and (as it afterwards proved) 
the peace-restorer to his country, was on board her, 
not unmixed however with sentiments of disgust 
and indignation on learning, that though covered 
with honour and glory, their favourite admiral was 
come home a superseded man. 

From this interesting spot Rodney could survey, 
and probably did contemplate with feelings of 
chagrin and regret, the extensive lands on the con- 
tiguous coast of Somersetshire which had been pos- 
sessed by his ancestors for so many centuries ante- 
cedent to the reign of James the Second, in the 
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parishes of Backwell, Congresbury, Cheddar, West- 
bury, Rodney Stoke, &c. &c. &c. but which at that 
period passed into other hands owing to the failure of 
heirs male, but he was doubtless consoled by the 
proud consciousness, that he had by a series of 
active and conspicuous services for the space of 
above sixty years, rendered himself worthy of his 
ancient and honourable name, and had nobly sus- 
tained, and proved, in his own person at least, the 
justness of the words of his old family motto, that 

Fortes creantur fortibus et bonis, 
♦ ♦ neque imbellem feroces 
Progenerant aquilae columbam. 

The Flat Holme is one of two contiguous islands, 
situated in the Bristol Channel, about midway be- 
tween the ports of Cardiff, in Glamorganshire, and 
Weston, in Somersetshire. They are called the 
Steep Holme, and the Flat Holme. On the latter 
island there is a light-house. They form together 
a striking and picturesque object from the opposite 
coasts ; but they are seen from no point of view to 
better advantage than from the high grounds of 
Ruperra, the present residence of the noble Ad- 
miral's grand-daughter, Mrs. Morgan, the lady of 
Charles, eldest son of Sir Charles Morgan, of Tre- 
degar, in Monmouthshire. 

This handsome castellated mansion, the work of 
Inigo Jones, and noted for its loyal reception of 
King Charles the First, during the period that his 
army lay at Cardiff, in 1645, looks directly down 
upon these islands, commanding, at the same time, 
a most beautiful and extensive view of the Bristol 
Channel — of the Somersetshire and Devonshire hills 



LIFE OF LORD RODNEY. 235 

on the one side^ and of the Monmouthshire and 
Glamorganshire on the other. 

While contemplating from this elevated spot the 
Flat Holme Island, with reference to this last offi- 
cial communication of Lord Rodney, how many 
interesting associations arise in the mind connected 
with the incident of his sudden appearance and 
anchoring there in the autumn of 1782 ! 

In musing upon the probable scenes and events 
which occurred upon this heart-stirring occasion, 
what a lively picture presents itself to the imagina- 
tion ! Fancy paints in idea a thousand vivid images, 
Tyhich are more easily conceived than described. 

Lord Rodney landed at Bristol on the 15th, 
amidst the acclamations of an immense multitude, 
who showed him every demonstration of respect, 
gratitude, and admiration. 

His Lordship left Bristol on the 17th *, and cross- 
ing the country, joined his family at Purbrook, near 
Portsmouth, the same evening. 

Towards the close of this year. Lord Rodney had 

• On Lord Rodney's arrival at Bristol, he took up his quar- 
ters at the Bush Tavern, where himself and his suite were enter- 
tained in the most sumptuous style. The next day, on his 
Lordship inquiring for his bill, the patriotic landlord replied, 
" Your Lordship forgets that you paid it beforehand, on the 12th 
of April." Two days afterwards, when the noble admiral had 
got into his carriage, to be driven to Bath, he begged to be 
conveyed thither as expeditiously as possible. The person who 
rode the leaders instantly turned round, and taking out his watch 
(when his Lordship immediately recognised Mr. Weeks in the 
dress of a postilion), "As your Lordship said to the governor of 
St. Eustatius, on demanding his capitulation, ' In an hour, my 
Lord, and not a moment longer ;* and Mr. Weeks was as good as 
his word." 
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the m6nite gratification of witnessing the happy 
effects of his long continued exertions^ and repeated 
successes against the combined enemies of his 
country, who, dispirited by their late losses and 
disappointments, had now evinced an inclination to 
open a negotiation for a general peace. 

The French navy had been so effectually crip- 
pled and reduced by the decisive victory of the 
1 2th of April, as to be no longer in a condition to 
contest with Great Britain the empire of the seas. 
Spain was completely . disabled and disheartened 
by the signal defeats of their Admirals Langara 
and Moreno by Rodney and Elliot ; and the en- 
ergies of the Dutch had been so entirely paralysed 
at the commencement of the war by the blow they 
received at St. Eustatius, that their exertions in the 
common cause were comparatively trifling, and 
they now despaired of reaping any advants^e from 
a continuance of the struggle. 

A disposition for a general pacification having 
accordingly been declared by the belligerent pow- 
ers, Mr. Fitzherbert, the British minister at Brus- 
sels, was ordered to proceed to Paris, being ap- 
pointed plenipotentiary to negotiate and conclude 
a treaty of peace with the ministers of France, 
Spain, and Holland. Mr. Oswald, a merchant, 
was likewise despatched to the same place, as com- 
missioner from his Britannic Majesty, to treat with 
John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, John Jay, and 
Henry Laurens, who were appointed commissioners 
on the part of the United States of America for 
the same purpose. • 

The preliminaries of a peace, so welcome and 
acceptable to all the contending powers, were signed 
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on the 20th of January, 1783. On this peace, 
however. Lord North's famous motion of disappro- 
bation was brought into the House of Commons, 
and in consequence of his Lordship's coalition with 
Mr. Fox, a change of administration took place. 
Lord North and Mr. Fox becoming joint secretaries 
of state; but its existence was of short duration, 
for Mr. Fox's introduction of his East India Bill 
produced its downfall on the 9th of December 
following. Lord Rodney's friends then came into 
power, and his Majesty committed the helm of 
state to the hands of Mr. Pitt, which he continued 
to direct, with little intermission, until the day of 
his death— the 23d of January, 1806. 

In the year 1787, Lord Rodney made a tender 
of his services to his Majesty, in a letter addressed 
to Mr Pitt. 

" TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE WILLIAM PITT. 

" Bath, September 27th, 1787. 

*' As a fit of the gout prevents my appearance in 
the Royal presence, and as I have ever looked 
upon it as the duty of every military officer to 
tender his service, and implicitly obey the com- 
mands of his Sovereign, when signified by his 
ministers, it more particularly behoves me, who 
have received such conspicuous marks of his Royal 
goodness, to request, Sir, that you will be so oblig- 
ing to lay me at his Royal feet, and to assure him 
that neither age nor infirmities shall ever make 
me decline obeying his royal commands, whenever 
he shall think my service may be advantageous to 
himself or the State. 
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" I have the honour to be, with truth and sin- 
cerity, and the highest respect, 

" Sir, &c. &c. &c., 

"G. B. R/' 

" FROM THE RIGHT HONOURABLE WILLIAM PITT. 

** Downing Street, 
«* November 3rd, 1787. 

'* I AM much ashamed at having omitted, in the 
hurry and multiplicity of business, to acknowledge 
the letter which your Lordship honoured me with 
some time since. I did not, however, fail to lay 
the contents before his Majesty, who received in 
the most gracious manner this fresh proof of your 
Lordship's continued zeal for his Majesty's service, 
which has on so many occasions had the benefit 
of your Lordship's distinguished and successful 
exertions. 

" Allow me to add the assurances of the respect 
and regard with which I have the honour to be, 
my Lord, 

" Your Lordship's most obedient 
" and faithful servant. 
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From the period of Lord Rodney's return home, 
in 1782, he lived principally in retirement with his 
family in the country, taking little part in politics 
until the session of parliament in the winter of 
1788-9, when his Lordship, in conjunction with 
their Royal Highnesses the late Duke of York, and 
the Duke of Clarence, and other noble peers, signed 
the protest against the resolutions of the Lords and 
Commons, presented to the Prince of Wales on the 
30th of January, 1789, which resolutions had for 
their object the limitation of the powers to be granted 
him for the administration of the Regency on that 
most calamitous occasion. 

" TO DOCTOR BLANE. 

" Bath, November 13th, 1788. 
" Many thanks to you, my dear Blane, for the 
favour of your letter acquainting me with the state 
of our poor Monarch's health. Would to Heaven 
it were such as I most sincerely wish it, and that he 
were restored to all his faculties. Dearly as I love 
and honour the Prince, I wish not to live longer 
than the King, and though I am persuaded the 
Prince will make a great and glorious Monarch, I 
could wish that it might be some years before he 
ascended the throne ; but the will of Providence be 
done." 



The following letter of remonstrance to the Earl 
of Chatham is thoroughly characteristic of his man- 
ner and sentiments. 
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" London, March 18th, 1789. 

" My son. Captain Rodney*, who had the honour 
of waiting upon you yesterday, and to whom you 
had heen so obliging to promise a guard ship at 
Portsmouth, informs me that he is likely to be 
deprived of that favour, owing to the part I have 
lately taken in parliament by supporting the royal 
authority, which I thought was in danger, but thank 
God, is again restored with the health of the king, 
which I hope he will long continue to enjoy, and 
England never feel again the dreadful crisis she 
lately experienced. 

" I was bred, my Lord, a royalist. My heart 
and my family are firmly attached to the house of 
Hanover and the constitution of the State as settled 
at the revolution. I have ever endeavoured to 
prove myself a faithful servant to the King and 
State, and I may venture to call upon your Lord- 
ship to prove, that when entrusted with high autho- 
rity I did not suffer my mind to be warped by 
party prejudices; and though I then knew that 
your Lordship and all your connexions were in 
strong opposition to Administration, I risked the 
resentment of that Administration, by promoting 
your brother (the son of that great man whose me- 
mory will ever be dear to this country) to a com- 
mand, and was on the point of adding thereto by a 
post ship, when his death deprived me of the plea- 
sure of rewarding him agreeably to his merits. 

" Could I then, my Lord, have imagined, that on 

* It is proper to state, that Captain John Rodney was ap- 
pointed to the Quebec frigate on the 3d of October, 1790, and 
to the America fifty-gun ship on the 30th of April, 1793. 
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a future day my conduct in parliament upon a 
point the most interesting to the nation^ and upon 
which the greatest men of the kingdom were divided 
in opinion, should he made an ohject of resentment 
s^ainst me or any of my family, and by that very 
great minister's eldest son ? 

" I have, my Lord, always endeavoured to show 
you every mark of my friendship and am sorry 
you have withdrawn yours from me. 

" I have the honour to be, your Lordship's most 
obedient, &c. &c. &c. 

" G. B. R." 

Upon the circumstance alluded to in the prece- 
«ding letter, the Editor will offer no comment. Unac- 
quainted as he is with the nice machinery and secret 
springs of politics, he feels himself incompetent to 
the task of reasoning upon so critical and delicate 
a subject as the inquiry which naturally here pre- 
sents itself, viz, whether the withholding employ- 
ment (which too had been previously promised him) 
from a eon of Rodney — a son who had performed 
his duty zealously and gallantly under his father's 
flag during the late war, was a justifiable measure 
on the part of administration P 

He will therefore content himself with citing the 
opinions of the immortal Nelson on that most im- 
portant question, as to *' what claims the descendants 
of eminent and distinguished commanders had 
upon their country's favour and protection." 

That great admiral's biographer, in the most 
interesting work ever presented to the public, thus 
expresses himself: — 

" The love which he (Nelson) bore the navy made 
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him promote the interests, and honour the memory 
of all who had added to its glories. ' The near 
relations of brother officers,' he said * he considered 
as legacies to the service. Upon mention being 
made to him of a son of Rodney, by the Duke of 
Clarence, his reply was : * I agree with your Royal 
Highness most entirely, that tlie son,, of a Rodney 
ought to be the protege of every person in the kingdom, 
and particularly of the sea officers. Had I known 
that there had been this claimant, some of my own 
lieutenants must have given way to such a name, 
and he should have been placed in the Victory. 
She is full, and I have twenty on my list; but 
whatever numbers I have, the name of Rodney must 
cut many of them out.' 

" Such,'* continues Mr. Southey, " was the pro- 
per sense which Nelson felt of what was due to 
splendid services, and illustrious names.'' 

The letter * which follows, the last of the series 
selected for publication in this volume, cannot fail 
to exalt the name and character of Lord Rodney in 
the estimation of every reader ; and the sentiments 
throughout expressed are worthy of being treasured 
in the breast of all those who are intrusted by their 
Sovereign with offices of authority and responsi- 
bility. 

*' Above all things, keep up the dignity of the 
Board, and never suffer the inferior boards to pre- 
sume to dictate in any point whatever, which they 

* This letter is headed ** Observations and Sentiments recom- 
mended to the perusal of a Friend (not a seaman), placed at the 
head of Naval Affairs/' supposed to be addressed to the Earl of 
Chatham. 
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all attempt to do, and remonstrate, instead of obey- 
ing its commands; but never suffer it, nor any 
Admiral or Captain, to dare to dispute or disobey 
the orders or commands issued from the office of 
the Lord High Admiral. 

" The Navy Board, in particular, have ever been 
ambitious of rendering themselves an independent 
Board. They have not yet carried their point, and, 
I hope, never will, llie Board of Admiralty is 
responsible to the King and State for the well-go- 
verning, and prosperity of all naval affairs, liable 
and amenable only to Parliament for their conduct 
Of course, all the subordinate Boards should be 
under their control, and implicitly obey their com. 
mauds. 

" Make it a rule, that the Navy Board, who have 
the direction of building, repairing, and fitting the 
navy of Britain, and contracting for all stores, lay 
before the Admiralty, once or twice in the year, the 
true state and condition of every ship and vessel 
belonging to the state, and particularly to mark 
such ships of every class, in every port, as are in a 
condition to be commissioned on any emergency. 

" My reason for this is, that the Admiralty will 
then always have it in their power to commission 
such ships of any class or rate they may think most 
proper, without referring to the Navy Board, and 
giving that Board the patrom^ which ought to be 
in the Admiralty. 

" My meaning for this suggestion is, that the 
Navy Board, from favour to some purser, carpenter, 
or other standing warrant officers, or through the 
partiality of a surveyor of the Navy, will recom- 
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mend the ships of some friend of theirs^ or of some 
ship he has constructed^ or built, in preference to 
others. Never suffer it Keep all patronage in the 
Admiralty. All officers, of every rank, will then 
look up to that Board, on which they ought only 
to depend. 

" I come now to a very serious part, which is, 
the attention to be paid to officers in general. For 
God's sake, never suffer your mind to be prejudiced 
against any officer, till you. are perfectly assured of 
his real character, and be upon your guard against 
such as may attempt to traduce a brother officer 
behind his back. 

" Be cautious how you take the character of one 
officer from another, or believe any thing ill of, or 
to his prejudice, unless several join in the report 
of his ill-conduct 

" Sea officers in general are too apt to be censo- 
rious *. It is their misfortune to know little of the 
world, and to be bred in sea-port towns, where 
they keep company with few but themselves. This 
makes them so violent in party, so partial to those 

• No person upon earth had greater cause to deprecate this base 
passion than Lord Rodnej, for no commander had ever been 
more exposed to it than himself, especially during the latter 
years of his services ; but though he could look with contempt 
upon his defamer, he was not unconscious of the baneful effects 
of detraction, and of its silent, insidious operation on the public 
mind. But what would have been his chagrin and vexation, had 
he been aware, that a brother officer, of whose character he en- 
tertained the highest opinion, in whose courage and professional 
conduct he greatly confided, and whose friendship he valued, 
took every occasion to malign him in letters addressed to a per- 
son of high distinction at home, proceeding even so far as to un- 
dermine his reputation by artful insinuations, affecting bis con- 
duct both in and after the glorious battle of the 12th of April. 
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that have sailed with them, and so grossly unjust to 
others. Do them justice, and make them do their 
duty. 

" Pray he upon your guard how you make any 
promises. Your own good sense and natural po- 
liteness will, I am sure, gain the hearts of the sea 
officers in general. Suffer no Admiral, or any other 
person, to deprive you of their affection. Be your- 
self their patron, and convince them that you have 
no partiality hut for such as do their duty to their 
King and country, and whose minds are unwarped 
by faction. This will give you the good- will of all 
honest and meritorious officers, and put it out of 
*the power of envy and malice to traduce you. 

" Give me now leave to present to you my senti« 
ments upon what appears to me the most expedi- 
tious way of manning a fleet upon any sudden 
emergency ; for though, in all appearance, peace 
seems to be established, yet the northern powers 
arming, and the French still going on with the 
works of Cherbourg, Britain may be called upon, 
and ought to be upon her guard, and be enabled to 
man her fleet, to prevent any sudden attack from 
her insidious neighbours. 

" It is well known the difficulty and amazing 
expense attending sudden armaments in tenders, 
rendezvous, &c. &c. 

" I could therefore wish the good old rule that I 
remember in my younger days was now followed, 
viz., that frigates were stationed in time of peace 
round the coasts of Britain and Ireland, and each 
had her allotted port, where she would be sure of 
being manned with volunteers, our young officers 
kept to their duty, their seamen and officership, ac- 
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quainted with their own coast to protect the fishery, 
and prevent smuggling, and be ever ready to obey 
any orders they might receive from the Admiralty 
for raising more seamen. An express could be sent 
to every port where these frigates might be stationed, 
particularly on the northern coast of England or 
Scotland, and to those stationed on the western 
coast and Ireland, and the British Channel, to break 
out a press on a particular day or hour. Thousands 
of seamen might be thus raised, sooner than hun- 
dreds are in the present mode. 

" And half the volunteer seamen of such frigates, 
might be discharged on board the line-of-battle ships 
newly commissioned. These, with the marines and 
land's-men, would soon fit the ships in the harbour, 
and prevent the pressed men from going on shore, 
or deserting ; and we should soon see them at Spit- 
head, Plymouth Sound, or the Nore, ready to defend 
our own coasts, or to attack those of the enemy." 

During many of the latter years of his life. Lord 
Rodney had sufl^ered severely from attacks of gout, 
which, as he advanced in years, increased in fre- 
quency and violence. 

In a letter of a friend of the noble Admiral, 
dated " Bath, June 6th, 1792," he thus writes of 
him: — 

" The extreme pain both of body and mind 
which his Lordship suffered during the last lustre 
of his life, reconciles me, however, to his death. 
That he was himself reconciled to it, the following 
extract from a letter of his lordship, now before me, 
will evince. 
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" ' I have at last been able to get down stairs ; 
but I find myself so very weak^ after the severe fit 
of sickness I have lately undergone, and my spirits 
80 low, as to convince me that my hour-glass is 
almost run out ; but it is what I must expect from 
my years and infirmities : however^ I have no cause 
to complain on that score, as my days have been 
multiplied beyond what I imagined, or my constitu- 
tion promised. I am therefore contented, and must 
bear with patience and resignation the lot of human 
nature. Adieu, and believe me your very sincere 
friend. 

"'Rodney.*" 

Early in the year 1 792, whilst on a visit to his son, 
Colonel Rodney*, in London, he was attacked with 
repeated paroxysms of this painful malady, which 
however had uniformly yielded to the remedies 
prescribed by Sir Walter Farquhar, the friend and 
medical attendant of the family ; but on the night 
of the 23d of May he was suddenly seized with 
spasms in his stomach ; and when Sir Walter Far- 
quhar, who came immediately to him, arrived, he 
found him in a state of insensibility. AAer some 
little time his Lordship appeared to recover himself, 
when Sir Walter said to him, " I hope, my dear 
Lord, you feel yourself better.** 

"I am very ill indeed," replied his Lordship; 
when, sinking back upon his pillow, he expired 
without a sigh or a struggle, in the 74th year of his 
age, having been in the navy sixty-two years, and 
upwards of fifty years in commission, a period of 

« Colonel Rodney was then residing at the corner house of 
Hanover Square and Princes Street, now occupied as an hotel. 
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active service perhaps unprecedented in the naval 
annals of his country. 

It would be superfluous, in this place, to offer 
any lengthened observations upon the character 
and actions of this celebrated commander and 
truly great man, since the reader will best be able 
to form an opinion of them from a perusal of the 
preceding pages. To state that he did not pass 
through a long and active public life without be- 
coming occasionally the object of attack and cen- 
sure, is but to say that he wa£ successful and 
eminent; but his political enemies, as soon as 
their immediate design had been attained, did not 
hesitate to bestow upon him the highest eulogiums ; 
and his services, at a time when the naval renown 
of this nation was beginning to decline, and the 
desponding spirits of many of his countrymen con- 
sidered its revival as hopeless, must ever awaken 
in the truly British mind sentiments of gratitude, 
veneration, and affection. However the splendour 
of more recent events may have tended to eclipse 
the actions of this great naval officer in the eyes of 
the present generation, let it never be forgotten, 
that his skill and resolution, contending with, and 
overcoming obstacles, of which, in these days of 
improved and strict discipline, the modern com- 
mander can form no conception, set an example, 
and roused a spirit which has led the way to the 
proudest triumphs of the British navy. 

Other commanders may have gained more vic- 
tories, but be it remembered that whenever Rodney 
fought an enemy, and his officers did their duty, 
he conquered. 

Notwithstanding a long career, attended with 
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such splendid and successful achievements as might 
have been supposed adequate tp have placed Lord 
Rodney in easy, and indeed affluent, circumstances, 
it must be recorded that he died poor ; but so did 
Aristides. 

It has been alleged (it is to be feared with too 
much truth), that those in high command in foreign 
stations, by sea and land, have not always acquired 
the wealth of which they were proved to be pos- 
sessed, through the purest means. The great Marl- 
borough himself was not altogether clear of a sus- 
picion of underhand dealings with commissaries. 
It will, indeed, be invidious to probe to the quick 
the methods by which eminent characters, in our 
own times, have accumulated fortunes by practices 
allied to this. The West Indies have not been so 
much the scene of peculation and public robbery 
as the other hemisphere, though not entirely free 
from similar imputations. The fortunes made by 
commanders have been chiefly made by prize- 
money. 

It has been seen, in the course of this work, that 
Lord Rodney, so far from being a gainer, had been 
a loser from this source ; and he was frequently 
heard by his ffiends and those about him to des- 
cant on the superior enormity of public frauds, 
abuses, and robberies, above private delinquencies, 
inasmuch as the public had not the same facility 
of defending itself against them, which gave an 
additional moral turpitude in their perpetration. 
He therefore not only kept clear of all direct lucre 
himself, but, as far as was possible, watched the 
proceedings of others in the unavoidable pecuniary 
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deaJings of those who «upplied or contracted for 
the necessary provision of the fleet. 

The consequence of all that has been said was^ 
that Lord Rodney died in an honourable poverty, 
more enviable than all the gratifications derivable 
from the utmost affluence dishonourably acquired. 

No less multiplied and vexatious were the law- 
suits against which Lord Rodney had to defend 
himself in the last ten years of his life, by which 
his private fortune was greatly impaired. 

In person. Lord Rodney was rather above the 
ordinary standard. His features were comely and 
full of expression, his figure elegant and well 
formed. In private life he displayed the manners 
of an accomplished gentleman j his deportment 
courteous, polite, and dignified, such as generally 
distinguishes those who are of ancient and high 
descent. He was generous, friendly, full of huma- 
nity, the tenderest and most indulgent of parents. 

So attached was he to his daughters, and so 
seldom were they absent from his mind, that if at 
any time during his active services, even in the 
midst of his most important operations, he could 
obtain a moment's respite from his professional 
duties, he never failed to avail himself of the op^ 
portunily to pen a few lines to some of the little 
circle at home. 

On these occasions he freely indulged in all the 
tenderness of his nature; and his letters, written 
as they were in a tone of the most cheerful plea- 
santry, and in a style the best adapted to their 
juvenile comprehensions, invariably expressed the 
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most lively anxiety for their welfare, and for their 
improvement in morals and accomplishments. 

In a letter to one of his youngest daughters, he 
says, " You made me very happy, my dear Anne, 
by the receipt of your letter, and more particularly 
so when I saw how much you had improved in 
writing. 

" Remember, my dear girl, a lady cannot write 
too well ; and if you will write me a short letter 
every week, taking it from some approved examples, 
it will greatly improve your spelling, and give you 
good language, and I shall be happy to receive it. 

" Give my love to Sarah, and tell her I expect 
she will soon write a good hand, and correspond 

withme •*•*•• * 

* • • • * • «-* 

Bear it always in mind, my dear, that a lady or 
gentleman cannot be too polite. 

"Politeness is due even to a beggar. Never 
n^lect it even to your own servants ; it will acquire 
you friends, and show that you are of a good 
family, and, of course, have humanity, which is 
nearly allied to politeness and good breeding. 

" Be assured that I am, with truest affection, 
" Your, &c. &c. &c. 

" G. B. R.^' 

" Notwithstanding I am so pleased with Jenny's 
letter," said he, writing to Lady Rodney, "I am 
not quite so with her writing. I fear her master is 
a bad performer. Nothing is so shocking in a lady 
as a masculine hand. Pray tell her so. 

" Do not, I entreat you, let my girls go to a board- 
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ing school; I cannot bear it: they will learn nothing 
there but mischief." 

"Jenny," he says afterwards, writing from St. 
Eustatius, " wrote me a good letter, and is highly 
improved. I will, if possible, reply to it. How- 
ever, to show my regard for the young lady, I have 
named one of the ships of war, taken here, after 
her. She must keep a good look out in the Gazette 
for all prizes taken by his Majesty's sloop of war 
the Jane; a warlike name you will allow, and I 
hope she will scratch his Majesty's enemies." 

Again he writes, "My love to my dear girls. 
Tell Jenny I expect she plays well; I will treat her 
with the best harpsichord that money can purchase. 
Give her the enclosed pictures. I know she loves 
them. I wish she had a taste for drawing. If my 
great convoy of prizes arrive safe in England, I 
shall be happy, as, exclusive of satisfying all debts, 
something will be left for my dear children." 

Speaking of the portraits of his daughters which 
he had taken out with him he says, " I would not 
for the world have left the portraits of my dear 
girls behind me. They are the joy of my life, and 
converse with me daily. By looking at them they 
calm my mind, and even ease the torment of my 
malady when it is upon me." 

'* Tell my dearest orirls," said he, in a letter after 
the action of the 12th of April, "they are never 
out of my mind. I see and converse with them 
hourly, and such was my attention and my care 
of them, that I would not suffer them to be in 
danger in the day of battle. They took care of my 
wine in the store-room, and seemed quite refreshed 



LIFE OF LORD RODNEY. 253 

after their fatiguing day. All the French offi- 
cers are in love with them, particularly Comte de 
Grasse." 

In his letters to his family, Rodney never omit- 
ted to mention his favourite dog. " Do not forget 
my love/' said he, "to my dear faithful friend 
Loup, and tell him that though I have the most 
beautiftil spaniel in the world, I make him keep 
company with servants, that I may not be tempted 
to take notice of him without Loup's leave. 

"I have another sort of favourite too now^ a 
Friench boy, who during the battle with the French 
fleet on the 17th of April, leaped overboard from 
the Couronne when we set her on fire, and swam 
on board us. Many others perished in the same 
attempt. Humanity hiakes me take notice of him^ 
poor boy !" 

Rodney was an attached and affectionate husband, 
and very sincere and steady in his friendships. 

When in command of a fleet, he was quick in his 
resentments of insults offered to his country's flag, 
stern and uncompromising when his officers neg- 
lected their duty ; always ready, however, to make 
allowances for errors in judgment, though never 
for wilful disobedience or inattention to orders. 
His ever constant attention to the health and. the 
wants of the seamen and warrant-officers serving 
under him, indicated that humanity which is always 
the accompaniment of true courage. 

He was ever a strict observer of discipline, nor 
would he even promote his own son until he 
thought him entitled to his epaulette by his good 
conduct. At that period there was no regulation 
in. either the navy or army, as to term of service for 
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protnotion to the diflferent grades therein, and it 
was hy no means a rare case for a schoolboy to 
hold a commission in the army. 

" John is well/' says Rodney in a letter after his 
victory over Langara, ''I will make him a Lieu- 
tenant, and send him into a ship where he must 
learn his duty; he has already learnt to stand fire, 
and behaved very well.'* 

Several months afterwards writing from the West 
Indies, he says, " John has been kept constantly at 
sea to make him master of his profession. He is 
now second Lieutenant of the Sandwich, having 
risen to it by rotation, but still I send him in fri- 
gates : he has seen enough of great battles. All he 
wants is seamanship, which he must learn. When 
he is a seaman, he shall be a captain, but not till 
then." 

Again after his action with De Guicheu : " John 
is perfectly well, and has had an opportunity of 
seeing more service in the short time he has been 
from England, than has fallen to the lot of the oldest 
captain in the navy. It will be of infinite service to 
him. He is now gone on a cruise to look out for a 
Spanish fleet of twenty sail of the line,*' &c. &c. 

In a subsequent letter, speaking of the French 
attack upon St. Lucie, he says, " John greatly con- 
tributed towards the defence of that island, and 
did his duty well. I keep him always at sea. He 
will there learn his duty, and be out of harm's 
way." With such recommendations as these, young 
Rodney, as might be expected, rose rapidly in his 
profession. 

Of the kindness of his nature, and the generosity 
of his disposition, a few testimonies of Rodney's 
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private friends will be adduced^ as the preceding^ 
pages of this work contain but few anecdotes serv. 
ing to illustrate these interesting traits of his cha- 
racter. 

" Having passed many convivial hours with the 
late Lord Rodney in his youthful days, (this letter 
was written in July, 1792, from Bath) I was happy, 
after a separation of nearly forty years, to enjoy 
much of his conversation and confidence during the 
last five or six years of his life ; I am therefore de- 
sirous of paying a small tribute to his memory, by 
pointing out some little traits of his private life, such 
as cannot fail to mark the man. I need not point 
out instances of his heroism ; of that, this nation 
feels the important consequences. I will say no- 
thing, therefore, of his public conduct, but relate a 
few particulars of the goodness of his heart and his 
knowledge of human nature. 

" Being not only a great sea^fiicer but a man of 
highly polished manners, he had always young men 
of family who walked his quarter-deck ; and, in his 
relations of little incidents which happened on 
board, I was often charmed with the effusions of his 
heart. 

" When his dinner was going aft, he has often, 
he says, seen the hungry mids cast over the dishes 
a wistful eye with a watery mouth ; upon seeing 
which, he has instantly arrested their supporters, 
and ordered the whole of his dinner, save one dish, 
to be carried to the midshipmen's mess. 

" When a woman, who had, contrary to the rules 
of the navy, secreted herself in her husband's cabin, 
and fought a quarter-deck gun in the room of her 
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wounded husband, who was down in the cockpit, 
was discovered. Lord Rodney severely reprimanded 
her for a breach of orders, but gave her, immediately 
after, ten guineas, for so valiantly sustaining the 
post of her wounded husband. 

" The little bantam-cock which, in the action of 
the twelfth of April, perched himself upon the poop, 
and, at every broadside poured into the ViUe de 
Paris, cheered the crew with his " shrill clarion," 
and clapped his wings, as if in approbation, was 
ordered by the Admiral to be pampered and pro- 
tected during life. 

" Previously to his embarkation at Plymouth, in 
1779, he resided at the house of Paul Ourry, Esq., 
then Commissioner of that port, by whom he was 
most hospitably entertained and kindly treated, la- 
bouring, as he then was, under a severe attack of 
gout. In the course of an evening's conversation, 
the Admiral having, as was his custom, dwelt with 
great fire and energy upon the certainty of van- 
quishing the enemy, Mr. Ourry, in a half jesting, 
half serious tone, said to him, 'Sir George, if what 
you vainly anticipate should come to pass, will you 
make my friend, Hancock Kelly, a captain?' He 
declared he would ; and when the Admiral sent 
home his despatches, they were accompanied by 
the following friendly and laconic epistle to tne 
commissioner : — 



"'My dear Paul, 

" * 'Tis done—the battle's past, and Britain's flag 
is victorious. I have made your friend Kelly a 
captain. My compliments to the amiable Caroline. 

'* ' Rodney.' " 
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" At the time the British fleet was bearing down 
upon the enemy^ Sir Charles Douglas begged Rod- 
ney, who was suflering excrutiating pain from the 
gout, to remain below. 'No/ replied Rodney with 
some impatience, ' I will go upon deck if I should 
die on the spot/ He was accordingly carried up, 
and continued there, giving the necessary orders, 
till the action ceased. 

" In short," adds the writer, " from a variety of 
little incidents, which came out accidentally, in a 
long and intimate correspondence with the departed 
Lord, I can venture to say, that, as an officer of the 
first-rate nautical abilities, as a benevolent, generous, 
and friendly man, he had no superior, and few 
equals/' 

Lord Rodney was benevolent in the extreme — 
almost, indeed, to a fault ; but who shall set bounds 
to the generous heart, burning to aid and befriend 
a fellow creature ? On such occasions no cold cal- 
culations entered into his mind. "I have been 
out," said he (in a letter to Lady Rodney, written 

in 1782), "to see poor Mrs. B , who, though 

recovered, has been much pulled down by her 
severe indisposition. She talks of going to Bath in 
a day or two ; and as I apprehend her finances are 
low, I propose begging her acceptance of a small 
biU to pay her expenses upon the road. Much I 
cannot afford ; and I hope a twenty-pound bill will 
not be taken amiss.'' 

That Lord Rodney possessed the most tender 
feelings, especially with regard to the softer sex, 
the following anecdote will suffice to show. During 
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the Admiral's command on the West India station, 
he had had occasion to remark in one of the com- 
manders of a line-of-battle ship a gross neglect of 
daty» and of the management and discipline of his 
ship ; and, to mark the sense of his displeasure, he 
signified to him that he should remove him from 
the command. Previously, however, to taking that 
step, he resolved to inspect the state of the ship 
himself. Upon this subject he thus writes to Lady 
Rodney: 

" I had fully determined to take the from 

' ; but when I went on board, and saw two 

pretty and well-behaved girls, and the ship fitted in 
the most elegant and superb manner for their ac 
commodation, I could not bear to do what might 
be construed a harsh, ill-natured act The youth, 
beauty, and innocence, of the daughters, and the 
polite behaviour of the mother, saved the just treat- 
ment the father deserved at my hands, and I per* 
mitted the to sail for England with the con- 
voy ; and I flatter myself that my dear girls, in a 
similar situation, would have met with a like indul- 
gence, but I hope to Heaven they will never cross 
the sea while they live, except to France or Italy." 

An amusing anecdote is related by Mrs. Hannah 
More, in one of her letters to her sister from Bath. 

*'I wish Sally had been in my place to night. 
She would have enjoyed it, and I could have spared 
it. I have just returned from Mrs. Montagu's, 
where I sat close by Lord Rodney, crowned with 
laurel and glory. Mrs. Pepys proposed that all 
the women in the room should go up and salute 
him, and wanted me to begin ; I professed that I 
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would willingly be the second, but who would be 
the first? Nobody choosing to undertake it, so fine 
a project fell to the ground/' 

It may be worthy of remark, that notwithstand- 
ing the many close and hot actions in which he had 
been engaged in the course of his services, and his 
undaunted and intrepid bearing on all such occa^ 
sions, Rodney never received the slightest wound 
— ^in this respect more fortunate than the renowned 
Nelson, who rarely came put of action untouched. 

"Providence does it all,'' says he in his letter 
after the 12th of April to Lady Rodney, " or how 
should I escape the shot of thirty-three sail of the 
line, eveiy one of which, I believe, attacked me?" 
And in the action of the preceding year, with De 
Guichen, he was attacked simultaneously by five 
of the enemy's ships, but passed the fiery ordeal 
unhurt. 

He wag ever averse from holding councils of war ; 
and there is but one occasion upon record, wherein 
he had recourse to one. He trusted to his own 
judgment, and to the energies and resources of his 
mind, and in all matters of great moment preferred 
acting upon his own responsibility. 

Upon the subject of obedience to superior officers, 
he was wont to say, " Ever since I have had the 
honour of being an officer in the navy, I have made 
it an invariable rule to obey, and cannot tax myself 
with ever having wilfully disobeyed a superior 
officer when upon his Majesty's service." Nothing 
excited his indignation more than the practices then 
very prevalent, of sending out young officers not 
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duly qualified for their professions^ and who had 
nothing to recommend them but high rank and 
connexions. "A poor wretch (writing to Lady 

Rodney) Lord and another have sent me. 

He looks like a girl, and has not the least appear- 
ance of an officer. I have made them as good a 
present, and have sent him back captain of a sloop. 
More I will not make him. Such officers as these 
I never desire to see. He may be a very good young 
man, but he has not fire enough in him for me. No 
consideration whatever shall ever induce me to pro- 
mote indifferent officers over the heads of good ones. 
Merit has little chance of preferment in peace; 
where I command, it shall have the preference in 
war, let who may recommend.** 

In an acknowledgement of the many important 
services he had at various times performed for the 
honour of his country, and especially for the pro- 
tection of her trade and colonies, the undernamed 
cities and towns presented him with their freedom. 

City of London, a gold box. 

City of Edinburgh, a gold box. 

City of Cork, a gold box. 

Borough of Huntingdon, a gold box, 

Liverpool. 

Northampton. 

Exeten 

Great Yarmouth. 

Poole. 

Bristol. 

Dundee. 

Leicester. 

Winchester. 
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His Lordship was also elected a member of the 
West Indian Society ; and of a society in Russia, 
by order of the Empress Catherine. 

During the latter part of his life. Lord Rodney 
was honoured by the particular regard and friend- 
ship of their Royal Highnesses the Prince of Wales* 
(his late Majesty), and the Duke of Clarence, our 
present most gracious sovereign; the latter of 
whom, after his Lordship's death, in a speech de- 
livered with much feeling, neatness of expression, 
and precision, and which was received by the House 
of Lords with apparent marks of high approbation 
and admiration, paid the following noble and hand- 
some tribute of respect to the memory of his de- 
parted friend and earliest commander. 

"I cannot," said his Royal Highness, "give a 
silent vote on the present occasion. The services 
of the late Lord Rodney are so great, that it did in- 
finite honour to his Majesty's Ministers to pay every 
respect to his memoiy. Such services merited the 
highest rewards from his country, and I am happy 
to bear this public testimony to their value and im- 
portance. For myself, I have particular reason to 
endeavour to do justice to the singular merits of my 
deceased friend, who, unhappily for this country, 
is no more ; but I hope the House will Indulge me 
a few moments while I briefly recall to their recol- 
lection the noble services his Lordship had rendered, 
which I am certain they never can forget. 

** I must first remind their Lordships that Lord 
Rodney had taken Martinique, Grenada, &c. &c., 
from the French in the war before the last In the 
last war, in going out to Gibraltar, he had taken a 
Spanish admiral with a valuable convoy. Without 
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this most aeasonable and fortniiale cxptiue, Gibral-f 
tar was so short of prorisioiiSy that the most serious, 
conseqoenoes were to be a^prdiendeiL He haic| 
abaDdantly sapplied the garrison, and hi^pily rer 
liered it The House will recollect that Lord Rod*- 
ney had taken the island of St Eostatias and a 
Datch convoy ; but the most glorious period of his 
life was the 12th of April, 1782, which will ever be 
held as a most sacred epoch in this country. The 
enemies of England were vain enough to think they 
could crush her for ever ; but the event of that day 
clearly proved, that a British fleet of nearly equsd 
force, when opposed to a French fleet, will be sure 
to beat them. 

''The victory of the 12th of April was the more 
honourable to Lord Rodney, as it was obtained over 
De Grasse, one of the best and bravest admirals 
that France ever produced. Had it been in the 
power of valour to have saved a brave man from 
disgrace and misfortune, it would never have been 
the lot of De Grasse to have been disgraced and 
banished from the French court — a conduct, how- 
ever, that had too often prevailed in courts. 

" It was that victory which decided the fete of the 
war, and taught our particular enemy, France, that, 
however for a moment we might be depressed, we 
arose, afler a seeming defeat, with renovated strength 
and courage. 

"I trust," concluded his Royal Highness, "the 
House will pardon my expatiating on the virtues 
and great professional merits of my departed friend, 
for which myself and every officer of the British 
navy entertain the highest respect and venera- 
tion." 
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From this very noble and honourable testimony 
of his royal and illustrious friend and brother officer, 
from the noble Admiral's correspondence, and from 
this very imperfect memoir of his services, the reader 
ivill be able to form his own judgment of the real 
qualities of Rodney's heart and mind, and he will 
decide, with impartial candour, after well weighing 
and comparing the events of his life with those of 
the most eminent of our naval commanders, what, 
and how high, a station Rodney shall occupy in the 
temple of fame, and in the annals of his country's 
glories. 

May the naval youth of this favoured island ever 
strive to tread in his glorious footsteps, and may 
his own descendants manifest by their gallant bear- 
ing and virtuous conduct at all times, that they 
cherish in their hearts the memory and the name 
of Rodney ! 
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[Referred to ia page 83.] 

Admiral Rodney's and Comte de Guichen's Line of 
Battle of the 1 7th of April, 1 780. 





ENGLISH. 




VAN. 


Ships. 


Guns, 


Commanders. 


Stirling Castle . 


. 64 


Captain Casket. 


Ajax .... 


. 74 


Captain J. Uvedale. 


Elizabeth . . 


. 74 


Captain Honourable F. 
Maitland. 


Princess Royal . 


. 90 


Hyde Parker, Esq., Rear 
Adm. of the Red, Se- 
cond in Command ; 
Captain Harmood. 


Albion . . . 


. 74 


Captain G. Bowyer. 


Terrible . . . 


. 74 


Captain J. Douglas. 


Trident . . . 


. 74 


Captain A. MoUoy. 


Greyhound . . 


. 28 


Captain W. Dickson^ to 
repeat signals. 




CENTRE. 


Grafton . . . 


- 74 


Captain J. CoUingwood, 
Commodore. 


Yarmouth . . 


. 64 


Captain N. Bateman. 


Cori^iwall . . . 


. 74 


Captain T. Edward^, 
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Ships. 


Guns 


Commanders. 


Sandwich 


. . 90 


Sir George Rodney, Ad- 
miral of the White, 
Com. in Chief; Captain 
W. Young. 


Suffolk . . 


. . 74 


Captain J. Crespin. 


Boyne. . . 


. . 70 


Captain C. Cotton. 


Venus . . . 


. . 36 


Captain J. Ferguson. 


Pegasus . . 


. . 28 


Captain J. Bazeley. 


Deal Castle . 


. . 20 


Captain W. Fooks. 




REAR. 


Vengeance • 


. . 74 


Captain W. Hotham, 
Commodore; Captain 
J. Holloway. 


Med way . . 


. . 60 


Captain W. Affleck. 


Montagu . . 


. . 74 


Captain J. Houlton. 


Conqueror . 


. . 74 


Joseph Rowley, Rear Ad- 
miral; Captain J. Wat- 
son. 


Intrepid . . 


. . 64 


Captain Honourable H. 
St. John. 


Magnificent . 


. . 74 


Captain J. Elphinstone. 


Andromeda . 


. . 28 


Captain H. Byrne, to re- 
peat signals. 


Centurion . 


. . 50 


Captain R. Braithwaite to 
assist the Rear in case 
of need. 
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FRENCH. 


BLUE AND WHITE SQUADRON, or VAN. 


Ships. Guns. 
Le Destin ... 74 

Le Vengeur ... 64 


Commanders. 
Comte de May tz Groimpy . 

Chev. de Retz. 


Le St. Michel . . 64 


Monsieur d*Aymar. 


LePluton ... 74 


Chev. de Manthonie. 


LeTriomphant. . 80 


Comte de Sade, Chef 
d'Escadre. 


Le Souverain . . 74 


Chev. de Glendevez. 


Le Solitaire. . . 64 
Le Citoyen ... 74 


Comte de Cire Champion. 
Marquis de Nieul. 


WHITE SQUADRON, or CENTRE. 


LeCaton. ... 64 


Comte de Framond. 


Le Victoire ... 74 


Chev. d' Albert d'Hypo- 
lite. 


LeFendant. . . 74 


Marquis de Vaudreuil. 


LaCouronne . . 80 


Comte de Guichen, Ge- 
neral. 


Le Palmier ... 74 


Chev. de Monteil. 


L'Indien. ... 64 


Chev. de Balleroy. 



BLUE SQUADRON, or REAR, 

L'Intrepide . . 



Le Triton 



74 Monsieur Duplessis Per- 

seault. 
64 Monsieur de Boades. 
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Ships. 


Gam. Commanders. 


Le Magnifique . . 74 Chev. de Brach. 


Le Robuste 


. . 64 Comte de Grasse, Com- 




modore. 


Le Sphinx 


. . . 64 Comte de Soulanges. 


Le Dauphin 


Royal 74 Monsieur Mithon de Ge- 




nouilly. 


L' Artisan 


. . . 64 Chev. de Pynier. 


L'Hercule 


. . . 74 Comte d'Amblemont. 




FRIGATES. 




La Resolue. 




L'Iphigenie. 




La Courageuse. 




La Medee. 




La Gentile. 




La Ceres. 




Le Chasseur^ Corvette. 




Le Lively, Lugg^er. 



[Referred to in page 190.] 

Admiral Rodney's and Comte de Grasse's Lines of 
Battle, on \2th of April, 1 782. 
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Lord Rodney' 


s Line of Battle, 


Uth 


of^pril, 1782. 


NAMES. 


CommaDdere. 


GUD8. 

74 


Men. 

600 


KUled. 


Wound. 


Royal Oak . . 


Burnet • • . 


8 


30 


Alfred . . . 


Bayne. , . . 


74 


600 


10 


42 


Monti^ . . 


Bowen. . . . 


74 


600 


12 


31 


Yarmouth . . 


Parry. . . . 


64 


500 


14 


33 


Valiant . . . 


Goodhall. . . 


74 


650 


10 


28 


Barfleur . . 


Adm. Hood ) 
Knightj • 


90 


765 


10 


27 


Monarch . . 


Reynolds. . . 


74 


600 


16 


33 


Warrior . . . 


Sir J WaUace . 


74 


600 


5 


21 


Belliqueux . . 


Sutherland . . 


64 


500 


4 


10 


Centaur . . . 


Inglefield. . . 


74 


650 


uncer 


tain. 


Magnificent . . 


Linzee. . . . 


74 


650 


6 


11 




Wilkinson . . 


64 


500 








Bedford . .| 


Comm. Affleck] 
Gr^vesJ 


74 


617 





17 


Ajax .... 


Charrington . . 


74 


550 


9 


10 


Repulse . . . 


Dumaresq • . 


64 


500 


4 


11 


Canada . . .< 


Hon. W. Com-) 
wallis. . .5 


74 


600 


2 


23 


St. Albans . . 


Inglis .... 


64 


500 





6 


Namur . , . 


Fanshawe . . 


90 


750 


6 


23 


Formidable . < 


Sir G.Rodney,) 

Sir C. Douglasf 

Ld. Cranstoun I 

Simmounds ) 


90 


750 


15 


39 
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NAMES. 


Commandera. 


Guns. 


Men. 


Killed. 


Woand. 


Duke . . . . 


Gardner . . . 


90 


760 


13 


61 


Agamemnon . 


Caldwell. . . 


64 


600 


16 


22 


Resolution . . 


Ld. R. Manners 


74 


600 


6 


34 


Proth6e . . . 


Buckner . . . 


64 


600 


6 


26 


Hercules . * . 


Savage . . . 


74 


600 


7 


19 


America . . . 


J. Thompson 


64 


600 


1 


1 


Russell . . . 


Saumarez . . 


74 


600 


10 


29 


Prudent • 




not i 
74 


n th 
650 


e acti 
3 


on. 
12 


Fame .... 


Barber . . . 


Anson .... 


Blair .... 


64 




3 


13 


Torbay . . . 


Gidoin . . . 


74 


600 


10 


26 


Prince George . 


Williams . . . 


90 


760 


9 


24 


Princessa . A 


F.Drake ) 
Knatchbull 5 " 


70 


600 


3 


22 


Conqueror . . 


Balfour . . . 


74 


677 


7 


23 


Nonsuch . . . 


Truscott . . . 


64 


600 


3 


3 


Alcide .... 


C. Thomoson 


74 


600 


tiot st 


ated 


Arrogant . . . 


Cornish . . . 


74 


600 





aicu. 




Marlborough 


Penny . . . 


74 


600 


3 


16 



Total— 36 sale of the line ; 230 killed, 769 wounded. 
Ten frigates. 

N. B. The Royal Oak to lead on the starboard tack, the 
Marlborough on the larboard. 
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The following is an Anthentic List of the French 
Squadron in the Action of the 12th of Aprils 1782, 
with its sereral divisions, &c., as found on boajrd 
the Yille de Paris, after Lord Rodney had trans- 
mitted his despatches to England, viz. 

LIGNE DE BATAILLE 

DANS UORDRE NATURELLE. 



ESCADRE BLANCHE ET BLEUE. 



Premiere Divisian. Frigates, 

he Souverain . • 74 \ Experiment . \ Flamme mi- 
L'Hcrcule . . . 74 f Le Sagittaire . f partie, Blanche et 
L*Auguste . . . 80 f La Resolve . ^ Blue au mat de 
Le Northumberland 74 y L*Hypocrite . ) misaine. 



Deuanime Division. 

Le ZMe .... 74 
LeConqu^rant. . 74 f Le Cornwall 
LeDucdeBurgogne 80 ^ La Concorde 
Le Marsellois . . 74 1 



I) 

If Lc< 



'! 



Idem. 
Au grand mat. 



Troisieme Division, 

I.e Hector ... 74 
Magnanime. . . 80 



LeC^sar. 
Le Diad^me 



74 1 
74) 



LEngageant . ' , ^^^^^ 
®^ & Aumatd'artimon 
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Quatrieme Division, 

Le Glorieux 
Le Sceptre . 
L'Eveille 



ESCADRE BLANCHE. 

Frigates. 



.74 J 
.74[ 
. 64) 



1 Flamrae Blanche 
Le Richemont. > au mat de 
3 misaine. 



Cinquieme Division. 

Le Languedoc . 84 ) La M^dee 
La Ville de Paris 106 >LeClairvoyi 
La Couronne . . 84 ) L' Iris 



^ant> 



Idem. 
Au grand mat. 



Sixieme Division. 

LeR^flechie . .74^ 

Le Scipion . . . 64 1 

Le St. Esprit . . 84 1 

Le Palmier . . . 74 . 



La Galatee 



Idem. 
"Aumatd'artimon. 



ESCADRE BLEUE. 



Septieme Division. 

Le Jason . . . 64 ^ 

Le Citoyen . 

Le Destin . 

Le Dauphin Royal 



. . 64\ 
. . 74/ 
. .74( 
loyal 74 J 



La Friponne 



Huitieme Division. 

L' Ardent . . . 64J 

Le Neptune. . . 84(^L'Astr6e 

LeTriomphant. . 84 ( La C^rfes 

Le Magnifique . . 74 ) 



Neuvieme Division. 

Le Caton . . . 64 j 

La Burgogne . . 64 ( 

Le Brave . . . 74 ( 

Le Pluton . . . 74 ' 



L'Amazone . 



Flamme Bleue 
au mat de 



i 



Idem. 
Au grand mat. 



?Idem. 
Auraatdartimon. 



ERRATA. 

Pace 235, /or landed at Bristol on the 15th, read 2Ut. 
departed 17th, read 33rd. 



C. WHITTINGHAM, CUISWICK. , 
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